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Lesson One: 
Ladies + Gentlemen

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
At the beginning of most professional auto races, a grand 
marshall of the event will step to a microphone and say, 
“gentlemen (and ladies) start your engines.” Anyone in the crowd 
or watching at home on television knows that something is about 
to happen. The race they’ve shown up to watch is just moments 
away. They’re excited and their enthusiasm is at an all-time 
high because they are about to see their wishes and dreams 
fulfilled.

Bible study is very similar. When you sit down to study a book 
of the Bible, like the Gospel of John, you have to prepare your 
mind for what you’ll study. You also have to know something 
about the text before you actually read the text. This lesson is 
the beginning of our race to study the Gospel of John. When 
we’re done we’ll know so much about the book that we won’t be 
able to contain our enthusiasm about God’s Son and His message 
for the world. 

WHY STUDY THE GOSPEL OF JOHN?
No. 1 Because it’s very ________________________________________ 
from the other three Gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).

No. 2 Because _____________________________________ tells us it 
belongs right next to the other Gospels as part of the Biblical 
canon.

No. 3 Because the Apostle _____________________ was one of 
Jesus’ closest friends and if he wrote it then this gives us an 
insider’s look at the life of Jesus.

No. 4 Because this gospel sheds light on _______________________ 
found no where else in Scripture.

DIFFERENT

HISTORY AND TRADITION

JOHN

EVENTS



THE AUTHOR
The Gospel of John (like all the Gospel accounts) is anonymous. 
There is no direct verse(s) that gives attribution to anyone 
specially named. However, using a simple plan of deduction we 
can determine who wrote this book:

No. 1 Are there any verses that highlight something about the 
author without giving us his or her name?

Chapter 21:20-24 says the author was someone whom Jesus 
loved. It also makes mention of a disciple who bears 
witness of these things (he saw them and is now 
recounting the details of the events).

There is no doubt that the author of this gospel knew Jesus 
intimately. In the other three gospel accounts, three men 
(Peter, James, and his brother John) are highlighted as 
those closest to Jesus by association.

No. 2 Are there any characters found within the gospel accounts 
that are noticeably absent in this text?

The Apostle John isn’t mentioned. In fact there is also no 
specific description given to separate John the Baptist (a 
major character in all three synoptic gospels) to the 
Apostle John (another major character, often referred to as 
a Son of Zebedee) inside this gospel account. Only the 
Baptist is referenced quickly and only as John.

Would John’s absence from the text mean he disappered from 
the story in this gospel or could it (more likely) imply 
that he merely speaks of himself in passing?

No. 3 Are there events that take place in this gospel apart from 
the other gospel accounts that point to a person who was a part 
of Jesus’ inner circle (who followed closely the life of our 
Savior)?

The miracle at Cana, the visit with Nicodemus, the raising 
of Lazarus from the dead, and the washing of the disciples’ 
feet occur only within the Gospel of John. Their absence 
from the other gospel accounts doesn’t imply their lack of 
importance. On the opposite end of that scale, their 



inclusion in the Gospel of John points to their presence as 
something supplemental to the events of the other gospels.

Since they’re included by a person who knew Jesus well, 
perhaps they were done away from Jesus’ public ministry and 
were more part of His private life among His disciples.

No. 4 Does the external evidence (evidence found outside of the 
text itself) point to a particular person through ancient 
sources?

Irenaeus (A.D. 178) said, “I remember the events of that 
time more clearly than those of recent years. For what boys 
learn, growing with their mind, becomes joined with it; so 
that I am able to describe the very place in which the 
blessed Polycarp sat as he discoursed, and his goings out 
and his comings in, and the manner of life, and his 
physical appearance, and his discourses to the people, and 
the accounts which he gave of his intercourse with John and 
with others who had seen the Lord . . . these things being 
told me by the mercy of God, I listened to them 
attentively, noting them down, not on paper, but in my 
heart. And continually, through God’s grace I recall them 
faithfully.”

Irenaeus and Polycarp along with a host of many church 
fathers (men who led the church in the early parts of the 
2nd and 3rd centuries) almost unanimously give credit to 
the Apostle John as the author of this gospel. In fact, 
criticism of that idea hasn’t risen until many (hundreds) 
of years later.

THE PURPOSE

The fourth gospel account makes it purpose known in chapter 
20:30-31 which reads:

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name.



The purpose is simple - the author wants the readers to know 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God sent to this world to 
offer salvation for mankind. 

It seems that this gospel account was written years later than 
the other three and a second purpose was to “supplement” those 
books. If Matthew wrote for Jewish people, Mark for the Romans, 
Luke for the Greeks, then John wrote for everyone. His final 
exclamation point of Jesus life would focus less on the details 
people knew and more on the message people needed to hear.

THEMES
Pay careful attention to notice the time spent on the following 
ideas throughout our study of the text:

No. 1 The Deity of Christ - John will spend more time than any 
other gospel writer focusing on the part of Jesus that was 
immortal, all-knowing, and creator of this world.

No. 2 Jesus relationship with His Father - John will also 
address the beauty of a son sent with a purpose and a Father who 
cares for His Son. There is something truly breathtaking about 
the relationship Jesus and God possess especially when you 
consider what His humanity, work, and sacrifice meant.

No. 3 Jesus’ mission to the World - Jesus came to teach, 
inspire, motivate, and educate a lost world that needed hope, 
grace, and direction. The Gospel of John will take time to see 
how Jesus cared for His friends, instructed those who came to 
Him, and glorified the Father by His devotion (in turn 
motivating us to glorify God with our devotion and reverence).

OUTLINE
Prologue and Early Events (Chp. 1)

Jesus’ First Year of Ministry (Chps. 2-4)
Jesus’ Second Year of Ministry (Chps. 5-7)

The Ministry In and Around Jerusalem (Chps. 7-10)
Lazarus & The Crucifixion Account (Chps. 11-19)

The Resurrection (Chp. 20)
The Epilogue (Chp. 21)



Lesson Two: 
The First Word
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

Like all opening statements, the first chapter of John sets the 
stage by introducing the audience to a theme or topic that will 
continue throughout the book. John sets forth an argument that 
Jesus is the divine Son of God, Creator of the World, and 
Messiah sent to His people. It’s a bold statement by the apostle 
and the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t seek out to authenticate Jesus’ 
humanity or His place within the Jewish world; instead, it dives 
head-first into His divinity and ordained place as Savior of the 
World. It is unique among the Gospels in its (implied) knowledge 
about who Jesus is and what the audience already knows about Him 
from the very beginning. It should be considered (at least a 
little) ironic that the final gospel begins as the first book in 
Scripture did with the words, “in the beginning.” Genesis 
presents God’s physical creation and it seems that John is 
purposely comparing that creation with a new beginning and a new 
creation, and he accordingly uses words that recall that first 
creation (i.e. life, light, darkness).

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Prologue (1:1-18)
In what many people consider the most beautiful section of 
Scripture, John points the readers to the qualities of Jesus 
before he begins detailing the life of Jesus.

a He begins with ________________________________________ 
(1:1-3). It seems fitting that any long discussion about God’s 
works would begin there. This is meant to present Jesus as one 
with the Father. Many Jews would have thought Jesus to be of 
excellent dignity, but subordinate to God as a created being. 
John is putting that idea to rest with this this early 
section.

b John’s use of the word ___________________ to name Jesus is 
very appropriate since His life was the event, action, and 

CREATION

“WORD”



experience that conveyed the truest idea of God to mankind in 
a way that we could understand. One commentator has said, “The 
Word of God is His thought (if we may put it so) uttered so 
that men can understand it” (C.H. Dodd, How to Read the 
Gospels, 1944)

c John lets us know that Jesus wasn’t a ______________________ 
at creation; He was an integral part of the process (1:3-4). 
See Psalm 33:6 as a companion verse to the idea presented 
here. Any student should pay careful attention to how many 
times creation and salvation are connected in the NT.

d The term __________ ___________ ___________ applied to John 
the Baptist validates his true work as prophet (1:6). His 
mission was not of human origin, it was divinely arranged. 
This gives purpose to his work, it does not diminish it.

e It is almost absurd to think that Jesus could appear in this 
world and humanity not understand who He is. However, 1:10 
clearly states that truth validating Isaiah ____________ which 
says, “Lord, who hath believed our report?” It’s terribly 
ironic that the world missed its great opportunity because of  
simple indifference.

f Around _______________ years have passed since Jesus came to 
His own yet at this point still many Jews stand in the way of 
Christianity. It must have been truly disappointing for John 
to see the actions of those who should have known better (see 
also Romans 9:1-5).

g 1:12-13 indicate that a new ________________________________ 
will accompany those who believe in Jesus and act upon their 
faith.

h While John avoids a long discussion of Jesus’ ______________ 
to Mary, he points to the grandeur of His birth in verse 14. 
The word “flesh” implies nothing vulgar (like Paul would use, 
i.e. Works of the Flesh) but instead points to true humanity. 

i Verse 17 highlights the ___________________________________ 
between the two great lawgivers. Moses brought the law which 
exposed sin, Jesus brings the law which forgives sin.

j Verse 18 points to one great truth: our ____________________ 
may not allow us to physical see God, but our knowledge of 
Jesus and His actions allows us to know God.
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No. 2 John the Baptist Teaches about Jesus (1:19-36)
This section spends just a few moments chronicling a few days of 
action. While other gospel writers spend more time addressing 
this, John gets right to the point. 

a John the Baptist was ____________________________________ by 
the leaders of the Jewish people about his purpose, role, or 
plans when they said, “Who are you?” in 1:19. His teaching 
attracted the attention of the Jewish leaders (see also 
Matthew 3:5). 

b John the Baptist ______________________________ any glory or 
prestige towards God and His purpose. One of the qualities God 
is looking for in His servants is humility (1:20-23). The 
phrase “...he confessed and he did not deny” is perhaps 
intended to stress the seriousness of John’s reply. He was 
unequivocally rejecting the suggestion that he might be the 
Messiah.

c John knew Jesus was _____________________________ among the 
people of Israel. He understood his purpose to “show the way” 
and set the stage for the coming of the Messiah. That thought 
would echo in his statements in 1:29-34.

d John was quick to point his disciples ______________________ 
Jesus. It should be noted that the disciples listened to John 
(1:35-37) even though he didn’t specifically tell them to 
leave his presence. The verb “followed” suggests a “once-for-
all” action. They were leaving John the Baptist behind to 
follow a new teacher.

No. 3 Jesus meets His First Disciples (1:37-51)
This first interaction with the disciples of John will set the 
precedent for Jesus’ interactions throughout the Gospel. He 
shows interest in those who are genuinely interested in return. 
He takes time for them and isn’t put off by their curiosity.

a When the disciples called Jesus “Rabbi” they immediately 
give Jesus an amount of ____________________________ that many 
people still don’t today. By calling Him “teacher,” they 
insinuate they are students in need of a teacher (1:38).

b Andrew’s description of Jesus as the _______________________ 
quickly reinforces the ideas found in the prologue (1:41). 
Many scholars believe the early disciples struggled to know 
about Jesus’ full place as Messiah. This seems to suggest 
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otherwise. As a small note, each time we see Andrew in this 
gospel he is bringing someone to Christ (see also 6:8, 12:2).

c When Philip speaks of Jesus as “Him whom ___________________ 
and the prophets wrote,” he is pointedly acknowledging Jesus’ 
fulfillment of prophecy and divine place in Scripture (1:45).

d One common theme is present in the early meeting with these 
future disciples: they felt compelled to go and ______________ 
those they loved about their discovery (1:41 + 1:45). 

e Jesus ______________________________ Nathanael that he will 
see great things, seemingly alluding to miracles and other 
heavenly deeds that will physically justify to the witnesses 
Jesus’ deity (1:51). It seems that this expression while not 
directly referencing specific acts is a figurative way of 
saying that Jesus will reveal heavenly things to his 
disciples. 

MOSES

TELL

TOLD



Lesson Three:
Out of the Gates
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

The first year of Jesus’ ministry according to John will set the 
stage for many truths. We’ll find the first miracle and Jesus’ 
first trip to Jerusalem as the ministering Messiah. His famous 
visits with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman at the well and 
the first two of seven signs pointing to the deity of Jesus 
found in the early part of this gospel. It is easy to get lost 
in the early success of Jesus’ ministry and wonder why His 
message didn’t resonate with more Jews (especially the Pharisees 
considering what Nicodemus says in 3:2).

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Wedding in Cana (2:1-12)
Weddings were community-wide events during the First Century 
that would have drawn the attention of immediate families and 
close friends. Someone familiar to the families of Jesus and His 
disciples was getting married and had personally invited them to 
the event (2:2). It’s strange that very little is said of who 
the wedding is for, the ceremony itself, or the occasion on 
which Jesus’ mother felt compelled to help with the problem.

a ________________________________ was very important to the 
Jewish people so this was a legitimate problem for the family.

b Mary’s statement to Jesus in Verse 3 implies one of two 
things: she knew He could either __________________________ 
wine or He could ________________________ wine.

c Jesus’ ________________________ seems to clarify that He 
believes she wanted Him to perform a miracle. 

d His statement in Verse 4 surely means in the context, “It is 
not yet time for me to act.” 

HOSPITALITY

PURCHASE
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e The description of the stone waterpots seem to be from 
someone who was there. You can also see John remembering the 
moment and recalling the details.

f The waterpots were there for ____________________________ of 
hands, cups, plates to serve. 

g The ________________ of the feast was a person chosen by the 
family to organize the wedding feast. He would have been the 
first person to try the wine before it was served.

h The word oinos translated as _____________________ does not 
(in and of itself) indicate alcoholic or non-alcoholic “fruit 
of the vine.” Surely, it would be difficult for any person to 
hear God’s admonitions against drunkenness and believe the 
Lord would create an intoxicating drink. Some wine was created 
with an insignificant amount of fermentation so that it could 
be preserved. It wasn’t meant to be consumed as alcohol is 
today. Would it make sense to believe the “good wine” is the 
freshest, most flavorful, and least fermented of the wine?

i Could the idea of ____________ ______________ simply mean 
the banquet was almost over and the group was satisfied? When 
we know the first century world would drink wine as a part of 
the meal, less a beverage and more a side dish then that 
interpretation has some merits as a distinct possibility. 

No. 2 The First Trip to Jerusalem (2:13-3:21)
Jesus would spend a lot of time in Jerusalem before His death. 
This first visit is particularly interesting because of the two 
recorded events: Jesus cleansing the temple and the visit from 
Nicodemus.

a Jesus cleansing the temple was a _____________________ 
picture of God (through Jesus) passing judgment upon those who 
corrupt His teaching and His worship.

b Jesus’ teaching was producing ____________________________ 
but He was still hesitant to trust many of them because of 
their hearts and intentions (23-25). That sounds strangely 
similar to His earlier statements to Simon and Nathaniel 
(1:42,48).

c Nicodemus comes to see Jesus in the _______________________ 
according to 3:2. Why would he come at night?
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d Nicodemus statement in 3:2 implies that he is not the only 
one who knows Jesus is special. How big of a group could it 
be? The entirety of the Pharisees? A group aquatinted with the 
man himself? More than likely a large enough group who wielded 
influence that they didn’t want to be seen at daytime visiting 
with Jesus.

e The Kingdom of ________________ would be something that 
should get Nicodemus thoughts going. Isn’t a Jew already a 
part of God’s Kingdom. What does Jesus mean by this new birth? 
His question is one that most people with an earthly-pointed 
theology would ask. The Jews continually thought about the 
Messiah in an earthly way. Jesus teaches this “teacher of 
Israel” that the Messiah is concerned with heavenly things.

f Verses 19-21 seem to connect back to the __________________, 
specifically 1:11-13.

No. 3 John the Baptist Exalts Jesus Again (3:22-36)
Once again John is questioned about his role in the religious 
world of First Century Israel. He once again points the crowds 
and his accusers to Jesus.

a John was still ___________________________ after Jesus began 
teaching and baptizing as well. Why?

b John’s statement in 3:30 is the ____________________________ 
of his place as messenger and forerunner. He goes on to 
illuminate in verse 31 that he is “earthly” and Jesus is from 
“above.”

No. 4 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (4:1-45)
This short exchange between Jesus and a marginalized member of 
their society is truly symbolic of Jesus’ place as Messiah. 
Remember what He said in 3:17? That idea is personified in this 
story. There is no point to discuss how out-of-the-ordinary this 
encounter would have been to the First Century world. This type 
of conversation wouldn’t and didn’t happen.

a Jesus ________________________________ to the woman would 
have been a social gaffe. He took it a step farther and 
interacted with her and taught her.

b Jesus ___________________________ her integrity when He 
asked her to bring her husband. Remember 2:23-25.
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c Even though she wasn’t a Jew she knew the __________________ 
was coming. That idea would have been something she was either 
taught or heard through gossip.

d Jesus’ ___________________________ were astonished that He 
would have anything to do with this woman. 

e Jesus’ lesson about the ____________________________________ 
harvest seems to be something that John and the other Apostles 
would only really grasp with time. They were a lot like the 
Jews, still struggling at times with this earthly (vs. 31-33) 
vs. spiritual (vs. 34-38) discussion.

f The woman became an early __________________________ because 
she brought people to Christ when she believed. Her role is 
the same as ours and we hope to hear what the Samaritans said 
to her in verse 42.

No. 5 The Second Recorded Miracle (4:43-54)
Jesus arrives in Galilee from His travels through Judea and 
Samaria. While He is there, He will teach His neighbors and heal 
a rich man’s son (the 2nd of 7 miracles found in the first 12 
chapters).

a Notice that the Galileans ______________________________ 
because of what they saw Jesus do in Jerusalem.

b The nobleman ____________________ to Jesus not wanting to 
wait for the odd chance that He would come to Capernaum. 

c The nobleman doesn’t ________________________ with Jesus’ 
statement from verse 48. Instead he wastes no more time with 
the request. 

d The nobleman and his family believe _____________________ of 
the miracle they witnessed. There is no reason to believe 
their faith wasn’t genuine. It was typical of the Jews of that 
day and age. The Hebrews author would speak of the short-
sidedness of that faith in 11:1.
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Lesson Four:
Jerusalem, Jerusalem

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
This section is going to highlight the entire second year of 
Jesus’ ministry (ch. 5) and the early stages of the third year 
(ch. 6). Chapters 7-10 deal with interactions between Jesus and 
the Jews during the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. It will 
lead up to the healing of Lazarus and the crucifixion and 
resurrection scenes. This section is the largest of the sections 
in the book but highlights only a few moments that seem to rise 
alongside the other memorable moments in the text: the feeding 
of the 5,000, Jesus walking on the water, and the woman caught 
in adultery. What is unique about this text are the number of 
times Jesus speaks about Himself or offers great wisdom and 
truth. This is a section of far more speeches than events.

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Second Year of Jesus Ministry (5:1-47)
In this section, Jesus has gone to Jerusalem for the Passover. 
While there, He heals a man who had been crippled for a long 
time. This third miracle (at least recorded in the text) 
occurred on the Sabbath and that “riled” up the leaders of the 
Jews.

a The last part of verse _________ and the entirety of verse 
_________ are sometimes questioned when it comes to inclusion 
in the text. It seems logical to believe a scribe may have 
added them later to explain the practices of the sick who were 
laid near the pool. Read it without the part of 3 that says, 
“...waiting for the moving of the water” and verse 4 to see 
that the story’s point, action, and message are unchanged.

b Jesus heals the man __________________________ using the pool 
acknowledging that His power comes from God (without the aid of 
a “miraculous” pool).

3
4

WITHOUT



c Jesus healed the man on the __________________________, the 
day of rest for the Jewish people (see Lev 23:2-3, Num 
15:32-36).

d Isn’t it ___________________________ that the Jews were more 
concerned about the man carrying his bed than they were his 
walking after being a cripple for so long. 

e What is the worst thing Jesus talks about in verse 14? 

_______________________________________________________________

f Notice the _______________________ between the reaction of 
the Jews to Jesus claiming to be God’s Son and Nicodemus’ 
original reaction to His miracles (see 3:2).

g Verses 19-23 highlight one idea plainly: _______________ the 
Father and the Son are working together.

h Verses 28-29 are ______________________________ pointing 
towards the day of judgment.

i What are the four witnesses of Jesus: _________________ (33);

_______________ (36); ______________ (37); ______________ (46).

No. 2 Travels around Galilee (6:1-70)
A lot is going to happen at the beginning of this third year as 
public Messiah. Jesus is going to spend some time here in 
Galilee. Two noticeable events will take place and then a 
lengthy discussion will further separate the divide between 
Jesus’ followers and those who are turning away.

a By this time, Jesus’ ___________________ and notoriety had 
spread and many people were coming to see Him, even in Galilee. 
Notice once again why they came to see Him, miracles.

b The mountain (vs.3) is better translated, __________________. 
No doubt Jesus went there so that public communication, prayer, 
and gathering would be more accessible for the gathered crowd. 

c Where did the crowd come from? Why were they in such a 
desolate place without anything to eat? (Hint: vs. 4)

_____________________________________________________________
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d The second appearance of _________________________ finds him 
once again bringing someone to Jesus; this time its a boy with 
just a small amount of food.

e If there were 5,000 men we must conclude that there would 
have been ____________________ women and children as well. 
(Best guess: potentially thousands)

f This is the ______________________ miracle recorded in the 
gospel. Each time, the crowds seem to be around something 
spectacular but not fully aware of what is happening.

g Verse 14 highlights the _________________________ of many 
Jews. They believed in Jesus when they saw what He did (signs, 
miracles, healing of the sick, etc.)

h The disciples ____________________ Jesus on the other side of 
the sea. Any reasons why? Could it be that Jesus spent quite a 
bit of time alone away from them and this was a common 
occurrence. There seems to be nothing in the text that shows 
this event was out-of-the-normal except for Jesus walking on 
the water.

i Does Jesus comment about __________________ that endures 
sound like something He mentioned to the woman at the well in 
chapter 4?

j The Jews wanted __________________________ food but Jesus was 
offering spiritual food and nourishment. Once again, John 
focuses on the discussion and dissolution of the Jews would 
couldn’t stop seeing things in a worldly way. That idea 
continues on in their discussion of His parents in 41-42.

k Verses 48-58 ______________________ to the Lord’s Supper and 
the sacrifice Jesus would make for mankind. It is figurative 
but the Jews struggled because they thought it was literal. 

i Many disciples left Jesus following these teachings. Why?

_____________________________________________________________
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No. 3 Jesus and His Earthly Family (7:1-9)
This section highlights the divide between Jesus and His earthly 
brothers (the sons of Mary and Joseph).

a The Feast of Tabernacles was to honor the time spent in the 

_________________________ after the escape from Egypt. It was 

celebrated around _______________________.

b Jesus’ brothers wanted Him to go to ______________________ 
to meet with His “disciples.” It seems they were not a part of 
that group. This comment seems to contain some strong 
resentment or sarcasm.

c Jesus’ statement in 7:6 sounds a lot like what He said to 

His ___________________ in 2:4 at the wedding feast in Cana.

No. 4 Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles (7:10-8:1)
During the feast, Jesus spends a great deal of time teaching, 
preaching, and educating the Jewish people. It seems that some 
of this teaching occurred during random times (not necessarily 
an organized sermon or presentation) at the feast surrounded by 
His disciples or interested Jews.

a Notice that the Jews were ____________________________ for 
Jesus. His presence (or lack of) was noticed.

b Jesus spent time teaching in the ________________________, a 
place usually reserved for well-respected, educated men.

c Verses 21-31 present a public ______________________ between 
Jesus and the Jewish people gathered in the Temple. These seem 
to be common people, not necessarily the religious or socially 
elite of their society.

d Verse 42 shows the Jews had ______________________ the 
Scripture to know about the Messiah and failed to study the 
lineage of Jesus and who He was. Quite a contradiction.

e When the guards are questioned, it’s _______________________ 
who speaks up defending the actions of Jesus. It seems that 
his ideas of Jesus haven’t changed too much since their 
encounter in chapter 3.
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No. 5 Jesus and the Adulterous Woman (8:2-11)
This section of the Gospel is one of the most beloved and 
controversial sections of the book. Many early manuscripts do 
not contain this section. It’s certainly an interesting story 
that highlights the characteristics of Jesus so often found in 
Scripture.

a The woman was caught _____________________ of adultery. 
Under the OT Law, the man committing the act should have been 
with her as well for the stoning (see Lev. 20:10)

b Notice that they said: _______________________ commands us, 
not God. Why would they say that?

______________________________________________________________

c Do you have any idea why Jesus would write on the ground?

______________________________________________________________

d Did Jesus tell her that her actions were acceptable when He 
forgave her? What did He tell her to do?

______________________________________________________________

No. 6 A Lengthy Lesson (8:12-59)
In this dialogue with the Jewish people following the incident 
with the adulterous woman, Jesus teaches many things that are 
commonly known now about the Messiah.

a Jesus calls Himself the __________________ of the world in 
verse 12. Should that remind you of the prologue?

b Verses 16-18 once again _____________________ the 
relationship between God the Father and Jesus the Son. 

c In verse 23 Jesus says “I am ___________________ of this 
world.” Remember that they wanted an earthly Messiah, not a 
heavenly one. The discussion and lessons keep coming back to 
that debate.

d Verse 31-32 says we will know ______________________ if we 
listen and “abide” in the words of Jesus. 
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e How does Jesus describe the devil in verse 44?

______________________________________________________________

f It’s not ironic that Jesus uses the words ________________ 
to say He existed before Abraham. Why would the Jews have 
known what He meant and why would they have been so upset?

______________________________________________________________

No. 7 The Blind Man (9:1-12)
Jesus heals a man, the sixth of seven signs He’ll perform 
publicly before His trial. This entire chapter is devoted to the 
action and it’s fallout.

a It isn’t the pharisees, but Jesus’ own _____________________ 
that ask the question, “who sinned that this man is born 
blind?” Even the Jews of the 1st century still held on to some 
part of the doctrine of retribution (see Job).

b Verses 6-7 seem to harmonize with the account of ___________ 
from 2 Kings 5. How?

______________________________________________________________

c Jesus didn’t stand around and __________________ credit for 
the miracle. He knew this event would cause discussion among 
the Jews and let them “work” through it first before He came 
back into the scene.

No. 8 The Fallout (9:13-41)
After this miracle, a great discussion and debate rages between 
the leaders of the Jews, the man who was healed, and his family. 

a Jesus performed this miracle on the _____________________.

b In verse 16, the Pharisees conclude Jesus is a _____________ 
because He heals people on the Sabbath. They marveled and 
wondered how a man who broke their rules could be able to do 
something. Shouldn’t that have given them a moment to pause 
and think about their additions or adjustments to God’s 
commands?

_____________________________________________________________
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c When the parents were brought in, they _____________________ 
to give credit to Jesus. Why? See verse 22-23

______________________________________________________________

d Once again, the Jews give allegiance to ____________________ 
and not to God when discussing the qualities of Jesus and 
their beliefs in verse 28.

e The Pharisees also believed that the ____________________ 
man was a sinner who was punished by God due to his handicap. 
They told him he was “born in sin” in verse 34. Does that 
sound familiar to any teaching found in the church today?

______________________________________________________________

f Jesus found the man and asked him an important ____________. 
The man’s response is the same we ask people to make today. 

No. 8 The Good Shepherd (10:1-42)
This section is a great parallel to Psalm 23 and David’s great 
assessment of God as my shepherd. 

a A shepherd is someone who _________________ his sheep. He 
guides and protects them from strangers. See Psalm 23:1-3.

b This section is an elaborate ____________________ explaining 
what Jesus would do for His disciples.

c According to verse 18, Jesus has ____________________ over 
life and death. 

d The Feast of Dedication was the ancient ___________________, 
the Festival of Lights. It was began during the inter-
testamental time as a celebration of the rededicated Temple. 
This means some time has passed between the events of the 
man’s healing and the section beginning in verse 22.

e Once again they ask plainly and Jesus responds plainly, “I 
am the Messiah.” Why did they still struggle to believe?

_____________________________________________________________

f They disliked Jesus because they thought He ________________ 
against God by calling Himself God’s Son.
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Lesson Five:
Dead Men Tell No Tales

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
John 11 contains the story of Lazarus, his death and his 
physical resurrection. This passage contains a precise and 
detailed account of this miracle. This miracle is the seventh 
public sign (miracle) Jesus performs before His trial that John 
specifically highlights.

SECTIONS
No. 1 Lazarus is Sleeping (11:1-16)
These first few verses discuss the events as Lazarus was dying 
and Jesus was with His disciples away from Judea. This time is 
important because it sets the stage for the miraculous events 
later. 

a Notice that ______________ and _______________ sent a letter 
or a messenger to Jesus to tell Him Lazarus was sick (11:3).

b The sisters described Lazarus as “he whom you _____________” 
(11:3).

c Who did Jesus said would be glorified by Lazarus’ sickness?

_____________________________________________________ (11:4)

d How many days did Jesus stay after He learned that Lazarus 

was sick? ___________ (11:6)

No. 2 Two Sisters (11:17-37)
When Jesus arrived in Bethany He visits with both Martha and 
Mary, Lazarus’ sisters. These conversations are genuinely 
touching when you consider the heartbreak everyone is going 
through having lost their friend and brother.
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a Lazarus had been dead for _________ days by the time Jesus 
and His disciples arrived. (11:17)

b How far was Bethany from Jerusalem? _______________ (11:18)

c _____________ went to see Jesus when she heard He was coming 
to see them in Bethany. (11:20)

d Martha’s statement in 11:22 is emblematic of a person who 
has faith even in the face of ___________________.

e What does Martha mean by “...the last day” in 11:24?

____________________________________________________________

f Martha sent a message to Mary to tell her ________________ 
was here. When Mary heard that, she left the house and came to 
see Jesus. (11:29)

g How similar are Mary’s (32) and Martha’s statements (21)?

______________________________________________________________

h 11:33-36 seems to highlight the ___________________________ 
Jesus felt for those He knew and loved when they were in pain.

i Isn’t it ________________ that some of the Jews believed 
Jesus could have healed Lazarus’ sickness?

No. 3 The Resurrection and Fallout (11:38-57)
A great deal of events unfold before Lazarus is actually 
resurrected from the dead. The actual resurrection of Lazarus is 
the culmination of this story. 

a Lazarus’ ________________ and ______________ were bound and 
his face was wrapped with a cloth according to ancient burial 
practices. He was also buried in a tomb above ground (11:38).

b Many of the Jews believed in Jesus because of this miracle 
but some went to tell the Pharisees. Why would they do this?

____________________________________________________________

c Who did the Jews believe would take away their nation if 
Jesus was left unchecked? ________________________ (11:48)
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d ______________________, the High Priest is the man in the 
crowd who spoke up (11:49).

e The conclusion of the meeting ended with the crowd agreeing 
to have Jesus ______________ (11:53). If says they “plotted” 
to have Him killed.

f After this Jesus no longer walked _________________ among 
the Jews knowing that they were actively looking to kill him. 
Verse 57 says that the leaders of the Jews had issued a law to 
report an appearance of Jesus so that He could be arrested.
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Lesson Six:
The Long Goodbye
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

The end is near for the first part of Jesus’ ministry in this 
world. The crucifixion is just days away, but Jesus is not done 
with His disciples. This is another large section of 
conversation involving Jesus and a crowd. The largest part of 
this conversation happens the hours before His trial (while 
Judas is betraying Him to the Jews) and He is gathered with His 
apostles. 

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Anointing at Bethany (12:1-11)
Jesus is gathered with close friends (perhaps at Lazarus’ house) 
for a meal when Mary anoints the feet of Jesus with oil.

a This is the first instance where __________________________ 
is labeled as a thief. Notice that John alludes to future 
events by describing Judas as one “who would betray” Jesus. It 
is evidence once again that this was written by an eye-witness 
to the events. 

b When it says he (Judas) had the __________________ _________ 
it gives us a small bit of insight into the roles the Apostles 
played. It is safe to assume that there were other jobs that 
some of the other Apostles filled among the group.

c John’s ___________________________ about the situation in 
verses 9-11 highlight a suspected problem from the previous 
chapter. Lazarus’ life was strong evidence that Jesus was 
powerful and able to do things men couldn’t typically do.

No. 2 The Triumphant Entry (12:12-36)
This scene is famous for its imagery of Jesus riding atop a 
donkey with the crowd bowing down and worshipping Him in the 
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holy city of Jerusalem. It should be noted that they crowd was 
in Jerusalem for the Passover Feast and its not ironic that 
Jesus is the “lamb led to the slaughter.”

a Verse 15 is a quotation from _______________________.

b Verse 19 highlights a _______________________ for the 
Pharisees. Jesus popularity was something unheard of for that 
time period. To them, He was a problem that only could get 
worse and worse the longer they leave it unchecked.

c The ____________________ came to Philip more than likely 
because he had a Greek name and potentially a Greek-born 
Jewish family. He went to Andrew with the request and Andrew 
(just like before) brings people to Jesus.

d To some witnesses, the voice from heaven was _______________ 
while others said “an angel has spoken to Him.” More than 
likely that means the large part of the group didn’t 
understand or didn’t hear correctly.

e Verses 37-43 contains John’s ____________________________ on 
the situation arising that day. He speaks after the fact (more 
than likely) remembering the moments as they happened but 
understanding now with the big picture in mind. 

f Verse 42 highlights the situation that _____________________ 
and (more than likely) Joseph of Arimathea found themselves 
in. Unwilling to publicly support Jesus, but privately 
convinced that He was the Son of God.

g Some time passes (more than likely during the same day) and 
Jesus addresses a gathered crowd again in verses 44-50. This 
section ______________________ many of the ideas of light/
darkness from the prologue.

No. 3 Jesus washes the Disciples Feet (13:1-30)
This event unfolds prior to Jesus’ arrest in the garden of 
Gethsemane and public trial. Jesus and His closes friends and 
companions have retreated from the public places and are 
partaking in one final meal together before His death. It’s at 
this moment that He takes the time to teach them many great 
lessons by action and a lengthy speech which composes our next 
section.
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a Notice that verse 2 says _________________________ had put 
it into Judas’ heart the temptation to betray Jesus.

b Washing feet was a _________________________ job, not the 
job of a rabbi.

c Notice that once again, it’s _____________________ who is 
quick to speak up first.

d Verse 12 implies that Jesus washed ___________________ feet 
knowing that He would betray Him soon.

e Jesus quotes from ____________________ in verse 18 referring 
to Judas.

f Notice that Jesus is __________________ with them just like 
He was when telling them about Lazarus (see “Lazarus is 
dead”).

g Jesus clearly gives ________________________ the piece of 
bread acknowledging that he would betray Him. How is it that 
the other Apostles couldn’t understand but presumed Judas had 
something else to do?

______________________________________________________________

h Judas knew what the piece of ___________________ meant. 
Please notice it says he went out immediately. Jesus is now 
going to use the time Judas takes to betray Him to teach one 
final time before His death to those most loyal and close to 
Him, the Apostles.

No. 4 A Prophecy about Peter (13:31-38)
Jesus addresses the 11 apostles remaining in the room following 
Judas’ exit. In that moment He comments about what is about to 
happen before Peter (notoriously) makes a promise he will not be 
able to keep.

a It’s not ______________________________ that Jesus says the 
world will know Christians by their love for one another 
(13:35). 

b Jesus is _________________________ telling the apostles that 
they have a job to do following His departure from this world 
(13:36).
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c Jesus tells Peter that a rooster will crow after he has 
denied Jesus ____________ times (13:38).

No. 5 The Way, Truth, and Life (14:1-31)
This chapter is the continuation of the same conversation Jesus 
is having with the eleven remaining apostles in the room with 
Him that night. This chapter contains dialogue between Jesus and 
3 of the apostles: Thomas, Philip, and the other Judas (not 
Iscariot).

a Jesus clearly tells them that He is ______________________ 
to go be somewhere else (14:1-4).

b Jesus response to ___________________ in 14:6 may be the 
simplest definition of who Jesus really is. That verse 
encompasses everything the gospels contain in their stories, 
narratives, and recollections of Jesus.

c Jesus seems to be _________________________ with Philip in 
14:9-11.

d Jesus gives us the ___________________ inference that we 
should pray and ask for help from God in His name. However, is 
the promise He makes that day something that still holds true 
today or was it simply for the group in that room?

_____________________________________________________________

e Jesus says the ___________________, the Spirit of Truth, 
will abide with the apostles forever. It says He will dwell in 
you and be with you but also that “the world cannot receive 
Him” in 14:16-17. What could that mean?

_____________________________________________________________

No. 6 I am the Vine, you are the Branches (15:1-27)
This is another continuation of the same speech. Jesus really 
doesn’t move topics, He stays focused on delivering a final 
encouragement, motivation, and inspiration to His friends. 

a Once again, Jesus __________________________ them to keep 
His commandments (15:10-11).
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b 15:13 is Jesus ________________________ to the upcoming 
events in a way that draws the sacrifice away from Himself and 
onto the act itself.

c Two times in chapter 15 (vs. 16,18), Jesus says He 
_________________ the apostles. A choice reflects thought, 
planning, and careful consideration. That should have made 
them reflect later in life on the choice of Judas Iscariot. He 
was chosen as they were, after all.

d Verse 27 highlights one of the ___________________________ 
of being an apostle that no one can lay claim to today. These 
men were all with Jesus from “the beginning.”

No. 7 Some Final Words and a Prayer (16:1-17:26)
This final section of the speech contains Jesus last 
instructions to the apostles before His death and eventual 
resurrection and a prayer for them and for us.

a There is some _____________________ among the apostles in 
relation to what Jesus said in 15:12-16. 

b Jesus compares the ___________________ experience to 
childbirth. The trial and crucifixion will be like the pain a 
woman endures and the resurrection and victory over sin and 
death will be like holding a newborn.

c Jesus prophecies that the apostles will ___________________ 
during the trial and crucifixion (16:32). Isn’t it ironic that 
they knew what to do but couldn’t do it even in the face of 
brutal honesty.

d The ____________________ Jesus offers on behalf of those He 
loves in this moment is inspirational and poignant. Always 
thinking of others, He gives them one final moment where they 
can learn from His words and actions.

e Jesus also prays for ____________________ disciples who will 
learn from the apostles (16:20). 
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Lesson Seven:
Tragedy + Triumph
 CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

This lesson will cover the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. His 
entire ministry and life has led to this point. This is the time 
when Jesus spoke of “my hour” to both His mother and half-
brothers. 

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Arrest (18:1-14)
The first scene in this long process will be Judas and the 
Jewish troops coming to the Garden of Gethsemane to arrest 
Jesus. 

a Notice that according to John, Jesus went to this garden 
_____________________ to met with His disciples (18:2).

b As Jesus responds to them, the soldiers ___________________ 
after hearing Him speak (18:5). 

c Jesus asks the soldiers to let the _____________________ go 
free (18:-9). It’s in that moment that Peter draws his sword 
and fights, cutting off the right ear of Malchus.

d Jesus was first taken to ______________________, the High 
Priest’s father-in-law for this trial to begin (18:12-14).

No. 2 The Jewish Trial and Peter’s Denial (18:15-27)
During the night, Jesus was first put on trial by the Jews. This 
trial wasn’t a fair judgment, rather a sham. It was merely 
protocol so that the Jews could explain to the Romans that this 
was the right thing to do.
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a There were ___________ disciples that followed Jesus to this 
trial: Peter and another disciple. This other disciple was 
important, known to the High Priest, and able to observe the 
proceedings (18:15-16).

b It is a ________________________ who first recognizes Peter 
in the courtyard (18:17).

c When Jesus is _________________________ by Annas He responds 
with a question in response. Jesus knew the answer to the 
question, so did Annas. Jesus wasn’t about to play a part in 
this phony charade (18:19-24).

d While Jesus is being questioned, Peter is __________________ 
even knowledge of Him; first to the soldiers around the fire 
and then to one of Annas’ servants (18:25-27).

No. 3 A Roman Intervenes (18:28-19:16)
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Israel. He ruled 
alongside of some regional rulers (the Herods) and was 
responsible for the daily administration of a Roman province. 
Pilate more than likely was a soldier or politician with 
connections in Rome and this post was one of regard for previous 
work or potential. His duties would include the pronouncement of 
capital punishment upon law-breakers and usurpers.

a The ______________________ between Pilate and Jesus doesn’t 
look like a typical trial (in our world). Jesus is given an 
opportunity to defend Himself without accusations and 
pressure. Under those circumstances, Pilate finds Him innocent 
and not worthy of death (18:28-38).

b Pilate hopes to _____________________ the crowd of angry 
Jews by offering to release Jesus according to custom and be 
done with with matter. They suggest Barabbas, described as a 
robber (18:39-40).

c The _______________________ of Jesus would have been a 
brutal thing to endure. Many prisoners never survived that 
moment. Pilate undoubtedly thinks they’ll be appeased by these 
events (19:1-4).

d It is the _________________ who first suggest Jesus be 
crucified (19:6).
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e Verse 7 tells you how the Jews _____________________ killing 
Jesus.

f Once again, Pilate tries to ___________________ Jesus 
following their conversations in 19:12. However, like all 
weak-minded men he was willing to give in to the crowd to keep 
them happy.

g When the Jews say “we have no king but _________________” in 
verse 15 they are committing idolatry and breaking one of the 
ten commandments.

No. 4 The Crucifixion (19:17-42)
This moment is both the darkest and the brightest in humanity’s 
history. The Jewish people found a way to kill the Son of God 
and play a part in their own forgiveness. Jesus’ death on the 
cross was the necessary evil in this world to forgive mankind of 
his sin. It’s sad, but the source of our greatest hope at the 
same time.

a It was __________________ who put the sign above Jesus on 
the cross that read KING OF THE JEWS (19:19). The Jewish 
leaders really disliked that sign but Pilate was convinced it 
should stay (19:20-22).

b Verse 25 shows that there are at least _________ women 
watching the event (and maybe 4). This women were no doubt 
followers of the Savior.

c Jesus breaks Jewish ___________________ by giving John the 
responsibility to provide for Mary (19:26-27). It should have 
been His half-brothers. What does that tell you about their 
relationship?

d Jesus’ statement in 19:30, “It is finished” should be 
considered in light of everything Jesus came to do. That would 
include:

_____________________________________________________________

e John makes sure that the readers know what happened to Jesus 
on the cross: the _____________________ side and the bones 
that weren’t broken did indeed happen just as OT prophecy 
foretold (19:35-37).

f Joseph of Arimathea and _____________________________ took 
the body of Jesus and placed in in a tomb (19:38-42).
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Lesson Eight:
The Son Rises

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
This final section only contains two chapters but undoubtedly 
holds great importance to the entire narrative of John. This 
final section covers the days Jesus spent following His 
resurrection. It only covers a few events and merely a small 
section of His entire time spent following the resurrection.

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Empty Tomb (20:1-18)
This first encounter with the resurrection of Jesus involves 
some of those disciples closest to Jesus.

a Jesus rose from the grave on the ________________ day of the 
week (20:1).

b When Mary Magdalene got to the tomb, it was _______________ 
and the stone had been taken (or rolled) away (20:2).

c The disciples found Jesus’ ___________________ clothes in 
the tomb, folded together (20:5-6).

d Did they fully understand everything that was happening at 
this moment?

____________________________________________________________

e After the apostles left, Mary remained and saw ____________ 
angels inside the tomb (20:11-13).

f Jesus then appeared and _________________ to Mary but she 
didn’t know it was Him until He told her (20:14-16).
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No. 2 Jesus Meets with the Group (20:19-23)
The next encounter John mentions is Jesus and the disciples 
later that same day.

a Notice that the disciples were still ________________ of 
what the Jews would do to them (20:19).

b Jesus showed the disciples His ____________________ from the 
scourging and crucifixion a few days prior (20:20).

c In v. 22 Jesus ___________________ on them and told them to 
“receive the Holy Spirit.” This seems to be an illusion to 
what will happen in just a few weeks at Pentecost and the 
“tongues of fire” (20:22).

d Notice that Jesus gives them the power to _______________ 
sins. Don’t confuse that with anything other than the power of 
the message they will teach and its ability to forgive 
(20:23).

No. 3 Doubting Thomas (20:24-31)
This famous passage contains the account of Thomas who wasn’t 
with the disciples earlier when they saw Jesus. 

a Thomas was also called the _______________. That’s something 
newly mentioned here, but something a close friend and 
acquaintance would know about the disciple (20:24).

b Thomas __________________ because He hadn’t seen Jesus 
resurrected. Does Jesus correct Thomas or make him feel bad 
due to His actions (20:26-29)? 

c Jesus comments in v. 29 should __________________ you and I 
because we have not seen Jesus physical resurrection and 
believe (20:29).

d Verses 30-31 are the _____________________ of John.

No. 4 Breakfast by the Sea (21:1-14)
This next section shows us an encounter between Jesus and a few 
of His disciples.

a There are _____________ disciples who go fishing at night on 
the Sea of Tiberius (also the Sea of Galilee) in v. 1-4.
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b The next morning, Jesus is waiting on the _______________ 
with advice. He tells them to cast their nets again and they 
catch a lot of fish (21:6-9).

c This was the _______________ time Jesus appeared to the 
disciples after His resurrection (21:14).

No. 5 Peter’s Restoration (21:15-25)
This small section is important because it presents a scene of 
restoration for Peter who had so publicly denied Jesus the night 
of His trial.

a Jesus asks Peter ___________ times “do you love me?” That 
seems strangely appropriate since Peter denied Jesus three 
times the night of the trial. 

b Take special note that John says in v. 25 that there are 
_____________ other things that Jesus did. This was never 
meant to be fully inclusive of every event, just descriptive 
of the events it contained.
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