
With  
All Your 

Might 
___________________________ 

The Epistle of Jude 



Introduction 

The Book of Jude is a very short letter of concern from a First Century Christian named Jude. It 
is generally accepted that he is the half-brother of Jesus and the full brother of James (the author 
of the epistle and an early leader of the congregation in Jerusalem). We know very little about 
him outside of what is described concerning his whole family. He was, alongside of his brothers 
and sisters, not a believer of Jesus’ divinity until the resurrection (see John 7:5 and Acts 1:14 ) 
but presumably became influential within the Church and considered worthy enough by God to 
pen this inspired letter.  

While we know very little about him, we know less about this epistle. Historically, our dating 
and destination for this letter is left wanting. We simply don’t know when he wrote it or who he 
wrote it to outside of the vague determination in verse 1, “to those who are called, sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ.” That distinction would seem to make this epistle 
universal in it’s destination to Christians of the First Century of the Twenty First Century.  

There is a similarity between Jude and Second Peter that cannot go ignored. They are not carbon 
copies, but Jude does seem to quote from Second Peter 3:3 in verses 17-18. When we have a 
high view of Scripture’s unity that isn’t a problem. God is the compiler behind everything, does 
it really matter if some things are similar or even word-for-word? Certainly not, but for those 
with a low view of Scripture’s unity this seems troubling. In the end, it doesn’t matter if Jude 
copied a message from Peter that he felt was worthy of repeating. More than likely, the 
Christians Jude wrote to and the Christians Peter wrote to were experiencing the same thing and 
needed the same direction.  

Many things may see difficult to understand in this epistle, but one clear theme is certain - 
defend the faith you hold in Jesus Christ with all your might. The theme passage so often 
remembered is verse 3 which tells us to, “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints.” That word “contend” is only used this one time in Scripture and means 
“to fight strenuously in defense of something.” When Jude puts our Faith as what we contend for, 
the message is clear.  

The Text 
The Greeting (1-2) 

(1) This is incredibly ________________________________ to greetings we find in other 
letters. As a pattern that is worth noticing, see that Jude announces who is behind the letter 
and makes mention to who he is writing (although in this case it’s very vague). The common 



greeting of peace is found once again (see 1,2 Timothy, Titus, Colossians, etc) but there is no 
mention of  “grace.” There is nothing to be contrived from this. Jude was his own man so his 
greeting can be unique, yet similar due to the circumstances they all found themselves in.  

(2) See how Jude _______________________________ those he wrote this letter to in three 
ways: (1) they are those who are called; (2) those who are sanctified by God the Father; and 
(3) those who are preserved in Jesus Christ. This introduction seems to build. He first 
mentions those who become God’s Children (called), then he mentions there sanctification 
(being set apart from the world), and finally their preservation (they are “kept” for the honor 
and glory of Christ). This doesn’t imply a person can’t leave the faith, it means a person’s 
faith is able to be preserved in Jesus Christ.  

Contend for the Faith (3-4) 

(3)  The ______________________ reason he planned to write to them was about their 
salvation, but the pressing needs of false teaching made that point moot (3). What reasons 
could justify that change of course? 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

(4)  The theme verse of this letter is an ____________________________________. Here, he is 
pleading with them to “contend earnestly for the faith” (4). That word “contend” is only 
used this one time in Scripture and implies a strenuous fight to protect, defend.  

(5) He asks them to “contend for the faith ________________________ delivered to the saints” 
(4). That faith is the sum of all Christians are to believe and follow. For Christianity to work, 
not just belief in an ideal is needed, the proper exercise of that faith’s work in your life must 
be demonstrated as well. Both of those points seem to be included in this thought. The idea 
of “once” has less to do with how it came and more to do with the deliverance for all time. 
Instead of it being given at one time, over time it was collected as the one true message of 
God.  

(6) His concern is revealed in verse 4. False teachers had “_________________________ 
unnoticed” and were corrupting the “faith.” Notice that Jude believes this false teaching was 
clearly prophecies before hand when he says they were “long ago marked out for this 
condemnation.” Their false teaching seemed to be one that other Christians had struggled 
with in the First Century (see Romans 6:1).  



False Teachers (5-19) 

(7) Jude spends the largest part of his epistle highlighting the ______________________ of 
those who bring false teaching or unbelief into the Church. He first uses the past examples 
of those in Egypt, Sodom and Gomorrah, and even angels to demonstrate what rejecting 
God brings to a person or a heavenly being.  

(8) In verses 8-11 he __________________________ that argument by mentioning a moment 
not found in Scripture but highlighted in a apocryphal book. The Assumption of Moses is a 
manuscript in fragment form that is incomplete. It highlights Moses appointing of Joshua as 
his successor and a description of the conquest of Israel. Some scholars believe the missing 
part of this document contains detailed information about the burial of Moses found in 
Deuteronomy 34:5. Some believe this is what Jude seems to be referencing here but there 
are some problems: 

 (a) We have no idea what the missing part says. 

 (b) We have no idea if the missing part was available to Jude. 

 (c) We have no reason to believe The Assumption of Moses was inspired so why would Jude 
use it as a source? It’s true that Paul does quote some works of Greek literature, but never 
were they considered or claimed to be inspired work by the authors. Paul, made a thorough 
distinction when he used them in Titus 1:12-13 and Acts 17:28. These works, when 
highlighted were clearly respected and given there due. Jude doesn’t highlight the work, so 
there is no reason to place in it line with the other quotations.  

 (d) What we do know is that Jude, an inspired writer, through the work of the Holy Spirit 
validates the action without validating the ancient manuscript that supposedly contained the 
explanation.  

(9) The message Jude has for his listeners is clear - even false teachers ____________________ 
display a level of courtesy and respect. He explains that even the angel Michael in 
competition with the Devil did not slander him as they have slandered the Church and true 
teaching. If anyone could have been slandered for their stance it was the Devil but Michael 
felt it inappropriate. That is a particularly strong lesson for us today when we consider the 
veracity and hatred some Christians through at other Christians and non-Christians.  

(10) Once again, Jude returns to a _________________________ we understand to compare the 
fate of these false teachers (11). Cain, Balaam, and those that suffered in Korah’s rebellion 



are not people we should hope to have something in common with. This comparison should 
be a strong wake-up call to the Jewish Christians receiving this letter. They would have been 
keenly aware of what happened in those moments.  

(11) In verses 12-13, Jude leaves behind the people and compares them to _________________ . 
Shepherds who serve themselves, clouds with no rain, leaves with no fruit, wild waves, and 
wandering stars seem to represent the useless aspect of nature or wildlife. That is the true 
value of these false teachers - they are a drain upon themselves and others because they act 
contrary to their very design. 

(12) In the final part of this section, Jude highlights an ancient ______________________ from 
Enoch (14-16). While we find no evidence in the Scripture that Enoch was a prophet, his life 
and it’s lasting image does not contradict that idea (see Genesis 5:21-24 and Hebrews 11:5). 
This prophecy is in no way, shape, or form given credit as a prophecy just aimed at these 
false teachers. It is the idea behind it that Jude through inspiration allows to highlight.  

A Final Encouragement (17-25) 

(13) A last bit of encouragement is given following the _______________________ of the false 
teachers. Jude reminds his readers of the Apostles’ message about the coming of these men 
and the inevitability that they would try to divide the Church (17-19). 

(14) He encourages them to “_____________________ yourselves up, pray, and keep yourselves 
in God’s love” (20-21). Those directions are common, but effective.  

(15) He also tells them to have ______________________ on those that doubt and to “save some 
by snatching them from the fire” in verse 22. That is, without a doubt, an illusion to the 
reality of eternal punishment and the consequences of following false teaching.  

(16) Jude finishes his epistle with a __________________________ (24-25), which is simply a 
short homily, prayer, or meditation on God. His is focused on the power God has to help His 
children through difficult times.  


