
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ 
to further the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness - 

in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 
and which now at his appointed season he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me 

by the command of God our Savior,

To Titus, my true son in our common faith:
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Titus 1:1-4

Scripture taken from the New King James Version.
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Introduction to Titus

The Text

This epistle was written to Titus, a fellow-worker of Paul who was sent to Crete to assist and instruct the congregations 
of that island. Crete was notorious in ancient times for being an island full of immoral, lazy, and quarrelsome people 
who didn’t worry about anything or anyone. The instructions sent to leaders of those congregations seems especially 
appropriate considering the present state of our world and surrounding culture. More than likely Paul had planted these 
congregations at some point on one of the missionary journeys and is now following up (much like he did in Ephesus 
with Timothy) by sending his young student in his place.

Titus

Titus was (more than likely) someone who Paul had taught, helped convert, and then placed into a role like that of 
Timothy as his apprentice. Titus seemed to play some role in the work at the church in Corinth. He also seems to be one 
of the young couriers (or only courier) by which Paul sent a relief collection to Jerusalem (see 2 Corinthians 8:15-17). He 
also seems to be one of the Gentile converts who gave many Jewish Christians consternation because of his lack of 
circumcision (see Galatians 2:1-3). It is obvious that he and Paul grew close when you consider the salutation and 
description as “My true son” (1:4).

Outline

(1)  The Salutation - 1:1-4
(2)  Instructions about Elders and their Work - 1:5-16
(3)  Sound Doctrine - 2:1-3:11
(4)  Final Words - 3:12-15



Titus

Section 1 - The Salutation (1:1-4)

(1) Once again, Paul takes full credit for writing this letter and claims to be a __________________________ (1:1) 
and apostle. Does the term servant imply anything about Paul’s role within the church? Why would he list it before 
apostle in this introduction? 

(2) Paul mentions in this introduction that “God cannot ____________” (1:2). What does that say about God’s 
character?

(3) What does it mean that God “manifested His Word through preaching” in 1:3? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

(4) Paul begins this (as he did earlier with Timothy) letter with a reminder of the three things God provides all 

Christians: ____________________, _____________________, and ____________________. To define them 

simply; grace is the gift of God we never deserve but freely receive, mercy is the embodiment (action) of grace, and 

peace is the reward of grace (1:2).

 



Titus

Section 2 - Instructions for Elders and their Work (1:5-16)

(1) Paul gives us the reason for this letter and Titus’ work in Crete in 1:5. He says, “for this reason I left you in Crete, 
that you should set in order the things that are ______________________.” He goes about this process by 
appointing elders in every city (implying every congregation). What does this verse automatically imply about a 
congregation without elders?

(2) Titus is to appoint a man if he is “_______________________, the husband of one wife, having faithful children 
not accused of dissipation or insubordination” (1:6). This sounds very similar to earlier descriptions found in 1 
Timothy 2. Remember that blameless doesn’t mean sinless; it means above reproach.

(3) A steward is someone who ________________ the business for the boss. The idea of this came from medieval 
times when a lord (or nobleman) would appoint a steward to tend to the business of his house.

(4) Once again there is a list of things an elder ________________ be. 1:7 says they can’t be self-willed (selfishly 
motivated to service for what it will gain them); not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, and not greedy 
for money. These qualities once again seem to highlight a person who is respected enough to work with people solving 
problems, remaining sober-minded, and generally helping others by their attitude and disposition.

(5) The positive attributes of an elder also highlight their ability to ________________ with others (1:8-9). Verse 9 
really brings all of these ideas together when it says “...that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and 
convict those who contradict.”

(6) Elders must met these qualities because their are ________________________________ ready to infiltrate the 
congregation for the “sake of dishonest gain” (1:11).

(7) Paul quotes from ____________________________ in 1:12 and emphasizes that his description of the Cretans is 
true and deserves “sharp rebuke.”

(8) The text says those that are “defiled and unbelieving...in works _______________ Jesus” (1:15-16). Does that still 
seem to be how things work today? Consider Galatians 6:7, we “reap what we sow.”



Titus

Section 3 - Sound Doctrine (2:1-3:11)

(1) The older men within the congregations are to be “sober, reverent, temperate, sound in __________________, 
love, and patience” (2:1). Don’t these qualities seem to represent someone who is willing to teach?

(2) The emphasis for older women seems to be one in ________________________ for their family and God by 
their behavior (2:3-5). Why would that be so important for the early Church?

(3) The instruction to the young men seems to be based upon their _________________________ (2:6-8). This 
would be especially important considering the attacks upon the Church. 

(4) Notice that Paul doesn’t instruct the slaves to _____________________________ (2:9-10). In fact, he tells them 
to do the opposite, respect your masters (2:9-10).

(5) Paul reminds Titus that the “grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to ___________ men”  (2:11). Notice 
the purpose of that grace; to “teach us that...we should live soberly, righteously, and godly...that He might redeem us 
from every lawless deed” (2:12,14). Don’t these verses clearly teach that our actions matter? That we are to be more 
than just good intentions? That there are correct and incorrect actions?

(6) He tells Titus to “remind them to be _________________ to rulers and authorities” (3:1). This is very similar to 
what Peter would say in one of his epistles to the early Church (see 1 Peter 2:17).

(7) Paul reminds them through Titus that we were “once foolish, disobedient, and ___________________; serving 
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful...but we were saved” (3:3-5). Why should this idea also be 
something that Paul is keen to keep repeating in his letters? Is it inherently a problem that Christians forget they once 
weren’t Christians?

(8) What is this “washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” in 3:5?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

(9) James said “faith without works is dead” and here Paul says “those who believed in God should be careful to 
maintain good _______________” (3:8). Why would good works be so important to the early Church and to us 
today? Could it be that Paul answers that question in 3:9 when he says, “these things are good and profitable to men?”

(10) It should come as no surprise that Paul would tell Titus to avoid “foolish ____________________” (3:9). He 
encouraged Timothy to do the same and now (see 2 Timothy 2:33 because they were facing the same struggles) advises 
Titus as well. This guys would face a world full of real problems, Paul is reminding them to avoid the artificial ones.



Titus

Section 4 - Final Words (3:12-15)

(1) Once again, this personal letter has a few final ____________________________ (3:12-13).

(2) Notice that once again he encourages ___________________________ (3:14). I wonder if this is a little extra 
nudge (a reminder perhaps) of the importance of these good works. He tells them to “not be unfruitful” (3:14). Wasn’t 
it Jesus who said a “true shall be known by its fruits?” (see Matthew 12:33; Luke 6:43,44) 

(3) This last statement is one we shouldn’t overlook. Paul says, “_________________ who are with me greet 
you” (3:15). I have no doubt that Titus knew who these people were and that he felt as strong for them as they felt for 
him. It sure seems that in some circles of the early Church, the commitment to one another was staggering and 
genuine.


