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The Book of Jeremiah gives us a glimpse at something eternally important - how disobedience leads 
to destruction. For generations, the people of Israel repeatedly refused to listen to the Lord's 
instructions and followed too many evil desires to number. And yet, even though they had broken the 
terms of their covenant with God, He was willing to bless them if they would only repent. Scripture has 
continually taught that justice can only allow evil to go so far. In one final act of mercy, God chose 
Jeremiah to give the people of Israel's southern kingdom a final chance to turn from their wicked ways 
or be exiled to Babylon. Sadly, they didn’t listen.  

Jeremiah’s ministry was characterized by opposition, suffering, and a message that his people did not 
want to hear. What can we learn from his faithful journey and the message that God gave his 
rebellious people? This series will look to the different ways that Jeremiah’s life displays the necessity 
of both deep faith and engagement with a world that needs it. 

Major Movements within the Text 

(a) Jeremiah was a prophet to ___________________________ nations. After dealing with the rebellion 
of the Israelites for several centuries, God appointed Jeremiah to prophesy judgment, salvation, and 
the coming of the Messiah to Israel, the surrounding nations, and (eventually) the entire world. 
Chapter 1 highlights his call to be God’s prophet.  

(b) Jeremiah was a prophet who spoke _____________________________________ . He spoke against 
the rampant idolatry, adultery, and child sacrifice in and around Jerusalem. His warnings and fiery 
preaching brought about disdain and death threats, but God kept him safe. He was especially direct 
with them from chapters 2 to 25. That is a far cry from the humble young man of chapter 1.  

(c) In Jeremiah, Judah faced the _______________________________________ of their actions head-on 
with the arrival of Babylon and King Nebuchadnezzar. War, famine, and exile come with them and the 
people of Israel face an uncertain 70 years in captivity. As Jerusalem is bombarded, Jeremiah sees the 
unfortunate reality of his prophecy come true. Chapters 26 to 45 highlight that sad state of affairs.  

(d) Jeremiah also _________________________________________ judgment upon other kingdoms and 
even Babylon due to their own wickedness in chapters 46 to 51.  



(e) It ends with the final __________________________________ of Jerusalem and the exile to Babylon, 
however, we see David’s royal line preserved and a promise of hope for Israel as the settle into their 
new home in chapter 52.  

The Call of the Prophet (Jeremiah 1:1 - 1:19) 

(a) Jeremiah was called to be a prophet during the reign of ____________________________________ 
(see 2 Chron 34-35) who restored the land from the sin of his grandfather and father who both “did 
evil in the sight of the Lord,” (see 2 Chron 33:2, 21). Josiah was a reformer who put an end to the idol 
worship, child sacrifices, and the religious sin of Israel according to 2 Chronicles 34:3-6. 

(b) Jeremiah’s father was a priest named ______________________________________ . It is worth noting 
that the High Priest who served Josiah was a man named Hilkiah as well. That man found the Book of 
the Law during the repairs to the Temple in Josiah’s eighteenth year as king. They may be the same 
person but  we must not presume. However, if the connection is genuine, it makes a lot of sense.  

(c) The list of kings is not _______________________________________ , but does illustrate the length of 
his work as the prophet (roughly 40 years - 627-586 BC). The kings often opposed him, so their value 
is not content, merely context. They show how corrupt the leaders of Israel where during Jeremiah’s 
ministry and how far they had fallen from the heady days of David, Solomon, or Hezekiah.   

(d) One of the most ________________________________ points in all of Scripture is the text of Jeremiah 
1:4-5. In those verses, God declared the planning and purpose of our creation with a few short words. 
Let’s make sure we don’t overlook the value of verse 4 in spite of verse 5 though. That simple 
connecter verse speaks to the beauty of God’s message. God speaks to men through men. While 
Jeremiah is a great man and a great servant of God, he is like you and me, a creation of the Most High, 
a servant of the One True King, and, in the end, less valuable that the message, merely the messenger.  

(e) His ____________________________________ in 1:6 should remind you of Moses at the burning bush 
in Exodus 3. It seems, the voice of God (and the mighty acts that are often commanded by His voice) is 
a frightful thing even to the faithful. God’s response in 1:7-8 reminds me of First Timothy 4:12 when 
Paul told the young evangelist to be an example even though he was still a young.  

(f) 1:9 is a classic example of what is called an ________________________________________________ . 
As God put forth “His hand and touched Jeremiah’s mouth,” the power of God was passed to the 
prophet. This was done to empower and inspire the prophet and stands as a genuine equivalent for 
the gift of the the Holy Spirit in the NT. It’s worth connecting to 2 Pet 1:21 as well.  

(g) The ______________________________ of chapter 1 (i.e. an almond tree and a boiling pot) serve as 
introductions to the message Jeremiah will pronounce against Israel. Notice that one of the visions is a 
promise, the other a command. When God told Jeremiah in 1:17 to “prepare yourself and arise,” it is 
incredibly similar to His command towards Joshua in Joshua 1:7-9. His strength manifested in 
Jeremiah’s obedience would allow His servant to accomplish an otherworldly task amongst a 
stubborn people. 


