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Introduction to Second Timothy

The Text

This epistle is more than likely one of (if not the last) Paul’s inspired letters. It seems he has already escaped once from a 
final persecution (see 4:17) but is not long for another. If this is true, then Paul not only writes this letter from his 
Roman imprisonment but also with the possibility that he will never see Timothy (or Mark) before his death. 

The purpose of this letter is found in Paul’s deep concern for Timothy. He is concerned about what will happen during 
this time of persecution and beyond his death. This letter is full of fatherly exhortations and instructions. At this time, 
many of Paul’s friends have abandoned him and the Church is facing dire circumstances, so in this moment Paul sends 
some final (printed) words of encouragement to his young friend. 1

Outline

(1)  The Salutation - 1:1-2
(2)  Encouragement to be Loyal - 1:3-18
(3)  Encouragement to be Strong - 2:1-26
(4)  Encouragement to be Watchful - 3:1-4:5
(5)  Final Words - 4:6-22

1 Some material taken from A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles, J.W. Shepherd (pg. 195-196)



Second Timothy

Section 1 - The Salutation (1:1-2)

(1) Once again, Paul takes full credit for writing this letter and claims to be an _________________________. This 
time he says he is an Apostle by the “will of God” instead of the “commandment of God.” Do you believe that Paul 
now sees (at the end of his life) how everything worked together to produce his faith, work, and influence?

(2) What is the promise of life found in Christ Jesus? _____________________________________________ (1:1).

(3) Paul calls Timothy a ‘ _____________________ son’ (1:2). Can you see how their relationship has grown in the 
simple descriptions he uses in the epistles? 

(4) Paul begins this (as he did the first) letter with a reminder of the three things God provides all Christians: 

____________________, _____________________, and ____________________. To define them simply; 

grace is the gift of God we never deserve but freely receive, mercy is the embodiment (action) of grace, and peace is the 

reward of grace (1:2).

 



Second Timothy

Section 2 - Encouragement to be Loyal (1:3-18)

(1) Paul says he serves God with a ________________ conscience (1:3). How could a man who had done what he did 
to the early Church make that statement?

(2) Paul is thankful for the faith of Timothy that was first found in the lives of his ____________________ and his 
grandmother. He calls it a ‘genuine’ faith (1:5). He is thankful to God for the life and impact and (most importantly) 
faith of this young man. Paul longs to see him again because their bond is more than earthly, it’s a spiritual connection 
grounded in a faith in Jesus Christ.

(3) Timothy has received a _______________________ gift of the Holy Spirit (1:6) that Paul encourages him to use. 
He tells him to ‘stir up the gift of God’ (1:5) which has given them (Paul & Timothy) ‘power, love, and a sound 
mind’ (1:7).

(4) Prison is meant to bring ______________________, but Paul encourages Timothy to not find ‘shame’ in his 
imprisonment (1:8). No doubt that must have been a point of contention from those who opposed Paul and his 
teaching and his students. He encourages Timothy to ‘share with me in the sufferings for the Gospel’ (1:9).

(5) Paul says they were ‘_____________________ according to God’s own purpose and grace (not their 
works)...before time began’ (1:9).  Does that mean that Paul and Timothy didn’t have a choice to serve God or that 
they merely made a choice to serve the God who knew what He needed and who He needed?

(6) Paul tells Timothy to ‘________________________ the pattern of sound words which you heard from 
me’ (1:13). What are these sound words?

(7) In 1:13, Paul tells Timothy that the congregations in _________________ have abandoned him because of his 
imprisonment. He mentions two men, Phygellus and Hermogenes by name (more than likely because they were either 
known to Timothy or everyone). Shortly following their mention, Paul commends Onesiphorus who traveled all the 
way to Rome to assist Paul while he was under arrest.

 



Second Timothy

Section 3 - Encouragement to be Strong (2:1-26)

(1) Paul wants Timothy to take ‘the things you have heard from me and ______________________ them to faithful 
men’ (2:2). We must remember that the purpose of teaching is so others can learn and the purpose of preaching is so 
others will change. Paul never forgot that idea and passed it along to his students.

(2) Paul calls Timothy a ‘good ____________________’ (2:3-4). He tells him that he must ‘endure hardship’ like any 
other soldier on any other battlefield. Remember that in 1 Timothy, Paul told his young friend to wage ‘good warfare’ 
against false teaching (1:18).

(3) The examples of a soldier, athlete, and farmer are meant to highlight the _______________________ Timothy 
must possess to complete his task as God’s servant. He must be dedicated, law-abiding, hardworking, and he must 
believe what he preaches (and practices).

(4) Paul tells Timothy that he ‘suffers because of the _____________________’ (2:8-9). Are there any others who 
could say the same thing throughout the New Testament?

(5) Paul tells Timothy in 2:10 that he ‘endures all things for the sake of the ___________________.’ Why would the 
Church need Paul to suffer (endure) persecution? Consider things Paul said to them in the other epistles (i.e. 
Philippians 1:20-21).

(6) Verses 11-13 highlight what was more than likely a _________________________ or passed-down hymn from 
someone Paul respected. Paul was taking something from his world (more than likely the early Church) and using it to 
highlight God’s wisdom. 

(7) Timothy is to be a teacher who ‘___________________ divides the Word of Truth’ (2:15). He explains this is a 
person who ‘shuns profane and idle babblings’ (2:16) that provide ‘no profit and ruin the hearers’ (2:14). It sure seems 
that there is still a problem with the early Churches trusting in teachers who shunned God’s Word and taught error. 
Paul says this false message spreads like ‘cancer’ (2:17). He goes on later to tell Timothy to avoid ‘foolish and ignorant 
disputes, knowing they generate strife’ (2:23).

(8) Much like his mention in chapter one of those who had abandoned him, Paul mentions here two men: 
____________________ and ________________ who have taught that the ‘resurrection is already past’ (2:18) and 
have led some astray. 

(9) Paul encourages Timothy to avoid ‘youthful lusts and pursue _________________________’ (2:22). What could 
some of the youthful lusts that Paul seems to have in mind be?

(10) The advice given to Timothy about avoiding quarrels is in direct response to his _______________________ as 
a teacher (2:24). He is supposed to correct those who oppose what is right with ‘humility’ (2:25). Paul tells Timothy 
that those who oppose the truth are caught in the ‘snare of the devil’ and that they are ‘doing his will’ (2:26).



Second Timothy

Section 4 - Encouragement to be Watchful (3:1-4:5)

(1) This section starts with a ______________ of the ways people will become “...lovers of themselves” (3:1) instead of 
God. The list contains attitudes and characteristics of those who “flee righteousness.”

(2) Paul tells Timothy to “________________ away” (3:5) from these people. What does a turn imply?

(3) Paul also tells Timothy that these people try to “______________ into households and make captives of gullible 
women” (3:6). Might this have anything to do with the discussion in the early epistle about the congregation’s 
responsibility towards widows?

(4) Non-Canonical (outside the OT) history tells us that Jannes and Jambres were the ________________________ 
who are referenced in Exodus 7-9. How would Paul know there names?

(5) Paul reminds Timothy that he has “________________ followed” in his footsteps which includes not just 
“doctrine” but also “purpose, perseverance, and persecutions” (3:10-11).  Should it be surprising to us that when 
Timothy followed Paul’s example he shared in his experience.

(6) Paul makes mention in 3:12 something about Christians today. He says, “all who desire to live Godly will suffer 
________________________.” How does our persecution compare to theirs?

(7) Timothy knew the “Holy Scriptures” from his __________________________ (3:15).

(8) Inspiration means “______________________________” (3:16). Remember that inspiration means the message 
is God’s (and not the author’s) but the words, experiences, history, and personal nature of the work may belong to the 
author God selected. Nothing in the text is going to contradict God’s message even though it will be written by many 
different men across many different years in different languages.

(9) The Scriptures are “profitable for ___________________ (instruction, a basis of thoughts and ideas), reproof 
and correction (objecting to those things which should not be taught or done), and instruction in righteousness 
(directions for our actions, lifestyle) according to 3:17. 

(10) Paul says it is ______________________ that makes a man of God “complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (3:17). If Scripture is our basis for following God, what does that make everything else? 

(11) According to 4:1 who will “judge the living and dead” one day? ________________________ Is there any 
significance to this verse that Timothy or the early Church might have missed because of their stubbornness?

(12) Look at the instructions Paul gives Timothy in 4:2. He tells him to “______________________ the Word.” He 
tells him to be ready at all times to “convince, rebuke, and exhort because...there will be a time when they will not 
endure sound doctrine.”



Second Timothy

Section 5 - Final Words (4:6-22)

(1) Paul tells Timothy the “time of my ___________________________ is at hand” (4:6). Where is he going?

(2) Three times he tells Timothy that “I have _____________ my job by using the examples of a fight, race, and lastly 
faith” (4:7).  Is there any significance to saying it 3 times?

(3) Paul tells Timothy there is a “crown of _____________________________” (4:8) awaiting me when I get there. 
Did you notice that this reward only arrives after a life or work and diligence?

(4) Paul wants Timothy to bring _____________________ because he is “useful to me for ministry” (4:11). What 
was the last mention of these two together is Scripture before this moment? What does it say about Paul and Mark?

(5) Paul warns Timothy of ________________________________ (4:14-15). Why? Should we do the same today?

(6) Paul says he was “delivered out of the mouth of a _____________” (4:17). Could he be “exaggerating” or is it 
possible he was actually saved from a horrible death?

(7) Notice that Paul still believes that the “Lord will _______________________ me from every evil work and 
preserve me for His heavenly kingdom” (4:18). What type of faith does this statement tell us the aged Paul had as he 
“rotted away” in prison and faced his imminent death?


