
THE ONE WHO STOPPED MY TEARS 
The story of Hannah and Samuel is one that many would-be parents cling to in this world. 

Those who have suffered with fertility issues can relate deeply to Hannah’s sad condition. 

Her circumstances were untenable (especially when you consider a woman’s role in their 

society). Her impassioned plea to God is not unlike the heartbreaking tears of so many 

faithful women who have endured the pain of infertility. Much can be learned from her 

reliance upon God and her devotion to Him throughout very difficult circumstances. 

The story of Hannah and Samuel begins before the prophet was even a possibility.  

 (a) In First Samuel 1 we met Hannah and her husband ________________________.  

 We learn that he was also married to a woman named Peninnah, with whom he had 

 children.  

 (b) First Samuel 1:5 says “the Lord had ______________________ her womb.” This  

 direct intervention by God may seem cruel in this moment, but it had genuine  

 purpose.  

 (c) While we don’t know much about Elkanah, we can infer he was _______________ 

 to God due to his practice of yearly sacrifices in First Samuel 1:3-4. Verse 7 says  

 they went “year by year to the house of the Lord.” Notice that he gave his wife  

 Hannah a “double portion, for he loved her.” These circumstances should remind  

 you of another story in ancient Israel - Jacob and his wives, Rachel and Leah (see  

 Genesis 29:30 - “Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah”).   

 (d) In a not-so-surprising revelation, First Samuel 1:6 says “her ________________  

 provoked her (Hannah) severely because the Lord had closed her womb.” That  

 provocation alongside of her own personal disappointment caused Hannah great  

 emotional distress. In First Samuel 1:8, her husband asks, “Am I not better to you  

 than ten sons? Why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart  

 grieved?” 

 (e) Hannah’s __________________________ led to her moment of solitary prayer in  

 First Samuel 1:10-13. Her prayer is one that we should emulate. It was incredibly  

 personal, yet it wasn’t selfish. It was a request, but it was also a promise.  Some  

 people may look down on her and say it was far too selfish, but (in hindsight) it was 

 the most unselfish prayer a mother speaks in all of Scripture.  



 (f) Notice that in her prayer she calls herself God’s ___________________________ in  

 First Samuel 1:11 three different times. Even though God was the source of her  

 circumstances she didn’t hold Him responsible. (*In most cases, God doesn’t  

 directly intervene like this one and close the womb. This time He did so the   

 occasion of Samuel’s birth would occur miraculously. Without knowing the future,  

 she didn’t lose hope or trust in God.) 

 (g) Her statements in First Samuel 1:11 about giving Samuel “to the ______________  

 all the days of his life” should be echoed by every parent at the birth of their  

 children. This isn’t some cry for pity, it’s a promise of devotion. She isn’t bargaining 

 with God, she’s convicted that God is the answer to her problems.  

 (h) The short promise in First Samuel 1:11 that “no __________________ shall come  

 upon his head” is connected to the idea of a Nazarite vow. The Nazarites vowed to  

 not indulge in wine or shave their head as a sign of devotion to God that was  

 beyond that of a normal Hebrew. 

 (i) When First Samuel 1:13 says she “__________________ in her heart and her voice  

 was not heard,” you get a glimpse at the agony this had given her. At the end of  

 her rope she prays the only prayer left. Perhaps she was unwilling to say it out loud, 

 but I truly believe she was just unable. She may have been somewhat ashamed to  

 turn to such a personal request. She may have been merely overwhelmed by the  

 circumstances. She may have just wanted it to be personal. We don’t know, but  

 shouldn’t judge her too harshly.  

After this prayer, the prophet Eli approaches her, thinking at first, she was drunk. Upon 

learning of her true condition he changes his tune.  

 (j) He tells her in 1:17 to “Go in ____________________, may the Lord grant your  

 petition.” The phrase “Go in peace” was one that would have been meant as a  

 compliment. He wasn’t encouraging her to go with more trepidation, instead  

 confidence.  

 (k) We shouldn’t overlook 1:18 when it says “her face was no longer ____________.”  

 This prayer provided a sense of calm for Hannah. Surely, that’s the point of all  

 prayer. It’s meant to remind us God is listening and concerned about our   

 wellbeing.  

The next few verses in First Samuel cover a year of time with very succinct details. Notice 

the change a year makes in the lives of our characters.  



 (l) We’re told that Hannah conceived and bore a son, calling him _________________ 

 in 1:20. Samuel’s name literally means “heard by God,” and that explains her  

 reasoning in 1:20 for his name, “because I have asked for him from the Lord.” She  

 knew Samuel was an answer to her prayer and was (consciously) aware of her  

 promise to God also. 

 (m) 1:24-28 is one of the most ______________________ passages in all of Scripture. 

 We see her a woman keep her word in the most exceptional of ways. None of us  

 would hold her to the promise she made. We would of thought it to be the cries of 

 a desperate woman. However, she doesn’t view it that way. Notice the following: 

  In 1:24 she brings __________________ alongside of the sacrifice to Eli.  

  In 1:26 she reminds Eli, I am the woman you saw __________________. 

  In 1:27 she shows him Samuel and says “for this _________________, I prayed, 

  and the Lord has granted me my petition.” 

  In 1:28 she fulfills her _____________ to God and “lends Samuel to the Lord  

  as long as he lives.” 

  In 1:28 it also says following this exchange, they _____________________ the  

  Lord there in Shiloh.  

If this was all we knew of Hannah, we’d marvel at her faithfulness, but her story is not 

over. In 2:1-10 she prays one of the most heartfelt prayers in all of Scripture. She is to be 

honored for her devotion to God and her trust in Him. 

 (n) She prays with such certainty and ________________ in God that we cannot help 

 but be happy for her in 2:1-2.  

 (o) She clearly defines God as the one who ____________________ His people and  

 their ways in 2:3.   

 (p) She offers great ____________________ and theological understanding of God in 

 2:4-10. While we must feel happy for her, notice that she is happy with God. He  

 had turned her “time to weep into a time to laugh” (i.e. Ecclesiastes 3:4). 



In 2:18-21 we learn a few things about Hannah’s later life following her devotion to God 

and fulfilling her promise. 

 (q) She made him a ____________________ and brought it to him every year during  

 their trip to offer sacrifices (2:19). 

  (r) Eli would _________________ both of them each year and pray for more children 

 “for the loan that was given to the Lord” (2:20). 

 (s) She ended up giving birth to three ____________ and two ____________________  

 following the birth of Samuel (2:21). Truly, God was faithful in return to His 

 “maidservant." 

THOUGHTS 
Every time I read this story I am reminded of God’s faithfulness. Hannah was the type of 

person God wants us to be. Someone who trusts in Him despite all the evidence against 

that trust. We should be reminded that Hebrews 11:1 tells us “faith is the substance of 

things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.” Hannah had faith beyond compare 

in a situation where many would have abandoned hope and God. 


