
THE ONE WHO GREW STRONG 
The story of Samson is a Bible class teacher’s dream. It’s heroic and tragic, it’s full of 

larger-than-life characters, villains, and events. It’s the stuff epic movies and songs are 

written about. The sad reality of this story is that it’s all real. None of the wildly 

embellished parts are false. He really was a hero, Delilah really was a villain, and the 

circumstances surrounding their relationship and his death are extraordinary. Many things 

can be learned from the uniqueness of this “son of promise.” 

His story begins with a woman and a man unaware of the great opportunity God was 

about to bestow upon them.  

 (a) Like the other events in the book of Judges, Samson’s story begins when the 

 “children of Israel did _____________ in the sight of the Lord” (13:1).  

 (b) The “Angel of the Lord” (13:2) appeared to the _______________ of Manoah  

 telling her “you shall conceive and bear a son.” We never find out her name, but we 

 know she fulfilled the oath required of her in 13:4. 

 (c) In those verses, she is commanded to “not drink _________________ or similar  

 drink, and to not eat anything unclean” (13:4). The reason is clearly stated in 13:5. 

 (d) There the Angel of the Lord tells her that her child shall be a _________________  

 from “the womb.” Usually, people took a Nazarite vow for a period of time,   

 however, Samson’s dedication was to be different. You can see the expectations of  

 those who partake of the vow in Numbers 6. This sanctification of Samson seems  

 to be God’s way of “setting him apart” ideologically from the Philistines but also  

 from the indifferent Hebrews.  

 (e) Manoah _____________________ to God asking to meet this messenger in 13:8  

 and “God listened to his voice” in 13:9 and sent the Angel of God back to the  

 woman as she was “sitting in the field.” Manoah proceeded to ask questions of  

 their visitor and request His presence at a meal. The Angel of the Lord instead  

 requested they offer a sacrifice (13:16). During the sacrifice, the Angel of the Lord 

 “ascened in the flame of the alter” and both Manoah and his wife “fell on their  

 faces” (13:21). 

 (f) We can see that they were ______________________ to God’s commands due to  

 13:24 which says, “the woman bore a son and called his name Samson’ and the  



 child grew, and the Lord blessed him.” 13:25 takes it a step farther and says, “the  

 Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him.” 

As Samson grew to become the Judge of Israel, warts began to develop in his ability to 

lead. The first is found in Judges 14.  

 (g) He fell in love (or lust) with a _______________________ woman and “told his  

 father to get her for me as a wife” (14:2). 

 (h) His parents at first __________________________ in 14:3 but were unaware of  

 God’s working behind the scenes according to 14:4.  

 (i) On Samson’s journey to her home, his ____________________ is first seen in his  

 slaying of the young lion in 14:5-6. Notice it says, “he tore the lion apart as one  

 would have a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand.” The strength that  

 came upon him was from God if you notice the beginning of 14:6 which says, “the  

 Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him.” 

 (j) The _________________ with his wife and the Philistines at the feast seems to be  

 an early sign that God was working through Samson against the Philistines. Not  

 only did his riddle in 14:14 confound them, it also alienated him and his Philistine  

 wife and brought about the opportunity for “his anger to arouse” and threaten the  

 Philistines (14:10-19).  

 (k) Chapter 15 is the story that ______________________ his reputation as a great  

 warrior beyond all the others. Following an unfortunate visit to see his wife   

 (15:1-2), he grows angry and destroys the Philistine grain, grape, and olive crop  

 (15:3-5). The Philistines try to punish him by killing his wife and father-in-law 

 “with fire” (15:6). He responded by killing them with a “great slaughter” in 15:8.  

 After a while, an army of Philistines came to Israel asking for him (15:11). The  

 Israelites arrest him and take him to the Philistines, but he overcomes his shackles  

 and kills 1,000 Philistines (15:17). At this point, the legend of Samson is entrenched 

 and he “judged Israel for 20 years in the days of the Philistines” (15:20).  

The final story of Samson is one that is both tragic and triumphant. In it lie the ideas of 

false trust, naivety, and selfishness.  

 (l) Once again, Samson’s ___________________ for Philistine women led to   

 violence (16:1-5). 



 (m) Delilah was loved by Samson, but the ____________________ were not mutual.  

 Notice how easily she is encouraged by the Philistine noblemen to “turn on him”  

 for money (16:4-5).  

 (n) For a while, Samson is ___________________ enough to not reveal his secret (see 

 16:6-14). Several times, she tried to convince him but he wouldn’t tell her the truth.  

 (o) When she finally ___________________ him to reveal his secret, he tells her about 

 the Nazarite vow he has lived under since birth in 16:16-17. Delilah sells him out to  

 the Philistines and he is captured, blinded, and humiliated (16:18-21).  

 (p) As the Philistine noblemen were _______________________ their victory over  

 Samson by worshipping the idol Dagon, they brought Samson so that “he may  

 perform for us” (16:25). They were embarrassing him and grew far too confident in  

 their own abilities and forgot the work of Samson and God.  

 (q) His ________________________ to the Lord in 16:28 might seem petty, but in the  

 end it was truly remarkable. Most people in that situation would have given up on  

 God’s ability, let alone had the faith of Samson. The other-worldly strength he  

 possessed in his final moments are a true testament to the ability God can bestow  

 upon His children.  

THOUGHTS 
We can’t help but be a little sad when we think of Samson. This great warrior judged 

Israel for 20 years, won great victories against the Philistines, but died all alone. His 

strength was not in his hair, it was in his faith. God had set him apart and as long as 

Samson cherished that idea, God was with him. Notice that lesson is still true today. 

God’s children are powerful when God is the driving force behind their choices, not 

selfishness or indifference. May we learn from Samson to trust in God, no matter the pull 

of anything else. 


