
THE EPISTLE OF ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED
LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION

The  book of Romans has  “throughout the centuries  (this  epistle)  in a peculiar way been able to furnish the 
impulse for spiritual revival. When the  Church has drifted away from the Gospel, a deep study of Romans has 
repeatedly been the means by which the loss was recovered.” 
                     - William M. Greathouse, Beacon Bible Commentary, p. 19

“There has hardly been a major Christian revival that has  not turned to  this  book for an understanding of man 
and his  condition in the  world. The  message of Romans  has been tested against the experience  of centuries and 
has proved to be a true presentation of man’s nature and need.”
                   - Emil Brunner, The Letter to Romans, p. 9

Romans is  an epistle written from Paul to the Church in Rome (both to individuals and house congregations). 
The  purpose of the  epistle is  to get those Christians  to digest the  gospel message. It is concerned with the 
application of the gospel to the lives of people within the Church. It shows the following things:

(1)  That both _________________ and ____________________ are guilty of sin and bound to the 
same condemnation (1:16-17; 2:12-16; 3:23)

(2) That both of them knew ________________________. They are without excuse for their actions 
(1:18-23).

(3) They can never be ____________________________ by the law. Without Christ they’re both lost 
(3:21-26).

(4) The difference between the effect ____________________ sin had and Christ’s death subsequently 
has on mankind (5:12-21)

(5)Why God first ___________________________ the Jews and then rejected them and accepted the 
Gentiles (3:29-30; 9:30-32).

Romans has several unique characteristics that are different from the other epistles of Paul:

(1)   The  lengthy ___________________________________ (1:1-17). It sure seems that Paul is  aware 
of them but not acquainted with them (at least all of them). He  knows of their “good works” but hasn’t had 



the  privilege of meeting them personally (as  a congregation or congregations). Most of the recipients of his 
epistles where those he loved (i.e. his “sons in the faith, etc”).

(2)  The ___________________________ is  unique as  well. It contains a lengthy list of names 
(16:3-16). It seems  that he  knew many Christians who were in Rome  without having actually traveled to 
Rome. Remember that the  Church was a group of people who  were constantly evangelizing and growing. 
Many of those people  would have been met in different settings  and on different journeys before his 
proposed one to Rome.

(3)  The ______________ of this  letter isn’t like  many of this  other epistles. It is  more  of a theological 
essay than a letter. It seems he  had a point to  discuss  or a debate  to participate in instead of a letter of 
commendation or condemnation to write  to  Rome. In fact, there  are sections  that seem like he  is  answering 
specific questions proposed to him by someone  with knowledge of the  Church in Rome  and their struggles 
(i.e. 15:1-13).

(4)  This epistle is full of deep discussion about _________________________________ terms not 
found as often in other epistles such as: justification, righteousness, sin, wrath, death, and the law.

(5)  This epistle seems  to be about _________________________ in peace  two sides  of the Church. By 
this point, many things had become consistent about the early Church. One  of those things was  the 
struggle  between the Jewish and Gentile communities within the  Church. This  epistle  seems to go to great 
lengths to unite instead of divide those factions (i.e. 12:9-16). 

The outline of the epistle breaks down as demonstrated below:

(1)  Introduction - 1:1 to 1:17

(2)  Sin - The __________________ for God’s Righteousness - 1:18 to 3:20

(3)  Justification - The ___________________ by Which God’s Righteousness is Provided - 3:21 to 4:25

(4)  Sanctification - The ___________________ of God’s Righteousness - 5:1 to 8:39

(5)  Jews and Gentiles - The __________________ of God’s Righteousness - 9:1 to 11:36

(6)  Service - The _______________________ of God’s Righteousness - 12:1 to 15:13

(7)  Conclusion - 15:14 to 16:27

              - Outline taken from Romans: God’s Good News for the World, John Stott, 1994.


