
THE EPISTLE OF ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED 
LESSON SEVEN 

SERVICE - THE FRUIT OF GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (12:1-15:13) 
Key Passage - “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (12:2). 

This section will focus on the many different relationships in the life of a Christian. It will encompass such a 
wide range of relationships that it is actually quite definitive when it comes to our service to God, others, 
and even ourselves. So far, Romans has dealt with what God’s work does for us and now it shifts to what we 
are to do with the righteousness God bestows upon us. 

The outline of this section breaks down as follows: 

(1) Our relationship to ______________ (12:1-2) found in consecrated bodies and renewed minds. 

(2) Our relationship to _______________________ (12:3-8) as we think soberly about our gifts. 

(3) Our relationship to _______________________ (12:9-16) as we define love in the family of God. 

(4) Our relationship to _______________________ (12:17-21) found in service, not retaliation. 

(5) Our relationship to ____________________ (13:1-7) by being a conscientious citizen. 

(6) Our relationship to ____________________ (13:8-10) by using unconditional love faithfully. 

(7) Our relationship to ____________________ (13:11-14) by living in the ‘already’ and ‘not yet.’ 

(8) Our relationship to ____________________ (14:1-15:13) by welcoming and not judging them. 

The text itself highlights several things that must be considered: 

Section 1 - Our Relationship to God (12:1-2) 

(1) The first thing we should notice is that Paul address his ___________________ (12:1). This is a  
personal appeal to people of like-minded faith, hope, and expectation. 

(2) He urges them “by the __________________________ to present their bodies as a living sacrifice”  
in 12:1. It is the mercy of God that grounds his appeal. He isn’t basing this upon any opinion or desire. 



(3) He asks them to do the following: 

(a) “__________________ your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God.” He calls this  
their “reasonable service (worship).” It seems to be merely the least you can do in response to God’s 
work, faithfulness, and forgiveness. 

(b) Then he adds “do not be _____________________ to this world, but be transformed by the  
renewing of your minds.” That idea of transformation is the same as a “metamorphosis.” It is literally 
something becoming something it wasn’t before. 

(4) Notice that this plea is presented so that they may “__________________ what is the good,  
acceptable, and perfect will of God” (12:2). This is the goal of our transformation - to prove that God’s work 
in our lives is truly His Work. 

Section 2 - Our Relationship to Ourselves (12:3-8) 

(5) This section points the audience to God’s __________________________. God has given each of  
them a measure of faith and a corresponding spiritual gift. It would have been easily accepted in their day 
that the Holy Spirit worked great things through the hands of the Church. It would have also been easy to 
thing very highly of themselves because of those gifts. Here Paul is trying to reign in any foolish arrogance.  

(6) Before he discusses how to use their gifts, he highlights the ____________________ they should  
have as the Body of Christ (12:4-5). It’s possible to believe that the bestowing of different gifts brought 
about jealousy at times among the early Church. That may be why he chose the phrase, “all the members do 
not have the same function” in 12:4. Spiritual gifts would have also had different functions.  

(7) Notice the list of gifts he provides in 12:6-8. Some of them seem to be ______________________  
(prophecy, teaching) that would be supernatural in origin, while others are merely practical gifts that are 
commonplace among the Church still today (ministry, exhortation, giving, leading, showing mercy). 

(8) It seems clear that the purpose of these gifts is to _______________________ and build up the 
Church. They are not merely present to provide something for the purposes of those who possesses them 
but are there to provide something for someone else also. They are meant to be shared, used, and a 
blessing for those within the Church. 



Section 3 - Our Relationship to One Another as we Define Love in the Family of God (12:9-16) 

(9) When we “abhor what is evil, the expected reaction is to ______________________ to what is good  
(12:9). Notice that this is a strong comparison between two opposites. By “abhoring evil” a person should 
naturally “cling” to what is good. 

(10)  Verse 10 says we are to be “kindly affectionate to one another and we are to __________________ 
one another. “ This idea found in this word is the embodiment of what brothers and sisters (siblings) should 
share - philastargos - brotherly love.  

(11) Verse 12 highlights a natural progression - hope allows a person to be ____________________ in  
troubling times which is balanced by “steadfastness” in prayer. Could this be a direct correlation to Paul’s 
ability to overcome difficulty? Was he able to be hopeful in moments of trouble because of his reliance 
upon prayer? 

(12) He asks them to be “____________________ to hospitality” in 12:13 which is also one of the  
qualities demanded for eldership. The idea presented here has to do with the provision of needs, not the 
occasional meal or party. Providing for the needs of those within the congregation (s) was their hospitality at 
its most basic. 

(13) In verse 14 he offers them advice that seems _____________________________ outside of the  
Christian faith. Jesus was clear in his actions, Paul is clear in these letters - reward persecution with 
kindness, blessings, and the opposite of our what our “gut” or heart tells us we should be doing. 

(14) Verses 15-16 encourage us to offer ____________________ , practice ___________________ , 
and value humility in our everyday lives around one another.  

Section 4 - Our Relationship to our Enemies is found in service, not retaliation (12:17-21)  

(15) Paul writes this section to _________________________ a previous thought from before in  
12:14. The order is simple: 

(a) _________________________ those who hurt you (from earlier in 12:14) 

(b) Do not _________________________ evil with evil (12:17) 



(c) Do what is _______________________ and live in peace (12:17,18) 

(d) Avoid _______________________________ because it belongs to God (12:19 & Deut 32:35) 

(e) ________________________ your enemies (12:20 & Proverbs 25:21,22) 

(f) ______________________________ evil with the goodness of God (12:21). 

Section 5 - Our Relationship to the State by being a Conscientious Citizen (13:1-7) 

(16) The text presents an idea that almost seems ____________________ in our current situation - the  
Church and the State (government) though they have incredibly different roles - are connected and partners 
with one another.  Look at six observations Paul makes about our relationship with governing authorities: 

(a) The government is ______________________ by God (13:1). 

(b) To ______________________ the government (authority) is to resist God (13:2). 

(c) Resisting the _______________________ will bring about judgment (13:2). 

(d) Praise will come from the government for those that do ___________________ (13:3-4). 

(e) The rulers, authorities, government are called God’s ________________________ (13:4). 

(f) For our __________________________ sake we are to submit (13:5). 

(17) Verses 6-7 propose a simple response to the government - pay your ____________________. Paul  
tells them to “render to all their due.” It shouldn’t be lost on us that this statement is intrinsically the same 
message Jesus gave the Jews in Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:17, and Luke 20:25. 

Section 6 - Our Relationship to the Law (OT) by using Conditional Love Faithfully (13:8-10). 

(18) We find in this short section that love is an ___________________ debt (13:8a). We should always  
feel obligated to manage and repay our debts. It should be inferred that our debt to God for His great love 
shown to us (see John 3:16) will always be outstanding and that our daily lives of love towards one another 
is our continual act of reimbursement. 

(19) We also see that love is the _______________________________ of the Law (13:8b-9). Love,  
devotion, and commitment cannot be measured without an objective moral standard. That is where those 
commands and the numerous subsequent commands find traction. They are found within the very core of 
the simplest command - “love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Section 7 - Our Relationship to Today by Living in the “Already” and “Not Yet” (13:11-14). 



(20) The first few verses (13:11-12) are discussing our _____________________ of God’s Plan of  
Salvation in this world. We understand that the coming of Christ is the final (and next) event in God’s 
scheme of redemption.  

(21) Because of those upcoming events we must understand what is an _______________________  
use of our remaining time here. We’re told to “cast off works of darkness, walk properly, and put on Jesus 
Christ” (13:13-14). 

Section 8 - Our Relationship to the Weak by Welcoming and Not Judging Them (14:1-15:13) 

(22) This section begins with a simple command, ______________________ those whose faith is weak 
(14:1). Paul asks the Romans to accept them without qualification - without acceptable judgment. This 
section is going to be aimed at those who are “strong” in their faith and deal with how they treat, accept, 
and accommodate those who are “weak.” 

(23) We are to welcome the weak because “_________________ has received him” (14:3).  

(24) Everyone is quick to  ____________________, but it is not our place according to 14.4. 

(25) There are 3 reasons why we should bear with the “weak” and their delicate conscience: 

(a) Because ___________________ died and rose to be our Lord and is Lord over both the 
strong and the weak (4:4-9). 

(b) Because the weak are our _____________________ (4:10). 
(c) Because we will all “_______________ before the judgment seat of Christ” (4:10-13). 

(26)  While there is truly nothing that is unclean inherently, some things will ___________________ the  
conscience of our brothers (14:14). When that is the case, we should find ourselves willing to rid it from our 
lives. Pay careful attention to the question in 14:16, “why would you destroy with your food the one for 
whom Christ died?” 

(27) Verses 17-21 clearly highlight this simple idea - the kingdom of God is more __________________  
than non-essential things in this world. When the “strong” show concern for the “weak” they are pleasing to 
God and beneficial to the kingdom. Remember this and you’ll be a considerate Christian - does what I’m 
doing edify the Church, my brothers, my congregation? 



(28) When the new chapter begins, Paul instructs the _____________________ to do a few things in  
verses 1-2: 

(a) Bear the _____________________ of the weak. 
(b) Do not ____________________ yourselves, instead; 
(c) Please your _________________________ for “his good, leading to edification.” 

(29) The point he brings up next is that ___________________ “did not please Himself” (15:3). 
(30) Verses 4-6 really bring up the ______________ behind all of this - “be like-minded so that you may  
with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(31) In the end, Paul reminds them to “____________________ (accept) one another because Christ  
received us” (15:7). Isn’t that really what all this has been about? Putting aside your differences to unite 
because the common salvation found in Jesus is greater than the differences of opinion we may have over 
nonsense in this world. 

(32) He finishes this section with a ______________________ reminder that Jesus came to “confirm 
the promises made to the Hebrews” (15:8) and to provide the Gentiles with an opportunity to “glorify God 
for His mercy” (15:9). 

Closing Remarks 

Our relationships with one another in this world truly reflect the righteousness of our lives. How is our 
relationship with God, the ourselves, with each other, with our enemies, with our governments, and with the 
weak? Do they show a commitment to God’s truth? Do they show a true appreciation for what has been done for 
us? Do they truly show the righteousness of God found in the lives of those who claim to be His?


