
THE EPISTLE OF ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED 
LESSON SIX 

JEWS AND GENTILES - THE SCOPE OF GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (9:1-11:36) 
Key Passage - “For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh” (9:3). 

Romans is an epistle written from Paul to the Church in Rome (both to individuals living in Rome and house 
congregations). The purpose of the epistle is to get those Christians to digest the gospel message. It is 
concerned with the application of the gospel to the lives of people within the Church.  

This section highlights Paul’s serious concern about his brethren and their rebellion against God and their 
rejection of the Messiah. That rebellion has brought about God’s rejection of Paul’s people. He will spend 
the bulk of this section highlighting the cause, effect, and consequences of that rejection. The Hebrews, who 
should have been the first to receive the blessings of the Messiah and the new kingdom had through their 
leaders rejected Jesus Christ. They should have accepted Jesus and led all the world into that state of belief 
and hope. They are drawn into sharp comparison to the Gentiles and their acceptance of God’s Will and the 
Messiah. 

The outline of this section breaks down as follows: 

(1) God’s Rejection of Israel was not a Breach of ___________  (9:1-29) 

(2) God’s Rejection of Israel was not ______________ (9:30-10:21) 

(3) God’s Rejection of Israel was not ___________________  (11:1-36) 

The text itself highlights several things that must be considered: 

Section 1 - God’s Rejection of Israel was not a Breach of ______________  (9:1-29) 

(1) The first 5 verses show us that Israel’s plight was a matter of personal ________________ for Paul. He  
is devastated and distraught at the outcome of the Hebrews. 

(2) Notice all the _____________________ Paul gives that should have proven to them God’s Will and  
message: the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, the promises, the 
patriarchs, the Christ (from their very race) (1:4,5). It seems that Paul is cutting no corners with them. They 
should have known, look at all God did to bless them. 



(3) In verses 6-13 Paul makes it clear that Israel’s rejection is not ____________________ to God’s 
promises. God did promise to bless them, but they forfeited that promise with unbelief and idolatry. Israel’s 
failure was their own, not God’s (consider the Garden of Eden for reference).  

(4) Paul takes the stories of two _________________________ and uses them to teach the truth about  
God’s people: 

(a) Not all the ____________________ of Abraham physically are not the “children of God  
(Ishmael)” but instead it is the “children of promise (Isaac)” who are counted as “offspring” (6,7). 

(b) God _____________________ Jacob so that His “purpose of election” (11) would be fulfilled in 
the life of Rebekah’s children. The reference to Malachi 1:2,3 shows that God chose the faithfulness of 
Jacob over the rebellion of Esau. “Hated” is a strong word but it does describe how God feels about the 
unlawful actions of sinners. He doesn’t hate Esau intrinsically (by his very nature) but God does hate 
what Esau represents (rebellion, sin, disgrace). 

(5) 9:14,15 highlight a very important part of this discussion - no one is _____________________ to  
their salvation. It has been and always will be dependent upon the mercy of God. We cannot be good 
enough to deserve the forgiveness, mercy, and compassion of God but we can be foolish enough to reject it 
or ignore it. The Hebrews were guilty of false entitlement. In their minds they were God’s chosen no matter 
what they did and were worthy of the same blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. However, their rejection 
of God meant they were really guilty of the same condemnation that awaits Esau and his descendants the 
Edomites (see Obadiah). 

(6) In 9:19-24 Paul sets forth an __________________________ that should be fitting still today -  
what argument does the creation have with the creator? Might I point out that this is the same argument 
God gave to Job during His response in Job 38-41. When God created this world with choice and free will it 
meant that His mercy and His wrath would be clearly visible though our judgment. We can be the 
“honorable” or “dishonorable vessels.” 

(7) Verses 25-29 show how God used ____________________ to describe this “remnant” that would  
remain. God always knew a portion of the Hebrews would embrace the Messiah and that the Gentiles would 
become His people. These prophecies from Hosea and Isaiah should encourage us to realize God’s 
forethought, planning, and execution when it comes to our salvation. The plan he made didn’t make us 
accept His mercy or keep us from accepting it.  



Section 2 - God’s Rejection of Israel was not Random (9:30-10:21) 

(8) Israel was rejected because they refused to _________________ Jesus as the Messiah (9:30-33).  
They were unwilling to humble themselves and they focused too hard on the works of the Law and not the 
content of the Law. The teachings and life of Jesus became the “stumbling stone” of their faith (Isaiah 8:14, 
28:16) 

(9) Israel was rejected because they refused God’s ____________________ (10:1-15).  Remember that  
we are only righteous because we follow God’s will and God’s plan. 

(10) To be righteous under the Law, a person had to be _____________________ (10:5). Righteousness  
was only found under the Old Covenant by “doing everything perfectly.” 

(11) The righteousness we have today is found in _____________________ and belief (10:6-10). With  
the “heart one believes” and with the mouth “one confesses” and finds salvation.  

(12) Verses 12 and 13 are quotations from Isaiah 28:16 and Joel 2:32 and imply __________________  
of one’s faith. We are to “believe on Him (Christ)” and then “call on the name of the Lord.” That ownership is 
not found in good deeds and works. Good deeds and works are the result of that ownership. Our 
righteousness is found in our belief, not our actions. Our actions are merely an outpouring of our faith in 
the Son of God. The Jews believed your works was your faith not a reflection of your faith.  

(13) The value of ______________________ is found in 10:14-15. Without teachers, how will the world  
learn about Jesus and become righteous? The quotation is from Isaiah 52:7. 

(14) Israel was rejected because they rejected the ___________________ (10:16-21). The “good news”  
God was delivering to the world became their condemnation when they rejected it at face value because it 
wasn’t what they wanted or expected. 

(15) Evangelism comes from a message that is ___________________ and understood to be the Word  
of God (10:16). If the Hebrews heard the message of God why didn’t they believe: 

(a) It wasn’t because they weren’t ___________________ (Psalm 19:4). 

(b) It wasn’t because they didn’t __________________________ (Deuteronomy 32:19-21). 

(c) It was because they are _________________________ (Isaiah 65:1-2). 



Section 3 - God’s Rejection of Israel was not Permanent (11:1-36)  

(16) In the first 10 verses of this chapter, Paul presents 4 forms of evidence to suggest that the rejection of  
Israel was not total: 

(a) ____________________ evidence - Paul was a Hebrew from the tribe of Benjamin descended  
from Abraham as were those who are now rejected. 

(b) ____________________ evidence - Paul reminds them that they are chosen. God foreknew the  
elect - the Church. He knew of the plan, the process, and the implications it would mean for those who 
would both embrace and reject the teachings of Christ and the Church. 

(c) ____________________ evidence - Paul reminds them that even during Elijah’s time there was  
a remnant left that hadn’t fully rejected God. 

(d)  ____________________ evidence - the remnant left today is according to grace, not works.  
Israel as a whole sought righteousness by works but didn’t attain it. The chosen remnant - the elect - 
obtain righteousness by grace. Notice that Paul points out that the hardening of the hearts of Israel was 
in harmony with the prophetic scriptures of Isaiah (29:10) and David (Psalm 69:22,23). 

(17) The ____________________ of the Hebrews actually brought about a great blessing according to 
11:11-15). Because Israel and the Gentile world fell away and were unrighteous (i.e. 3:23) by their works, 
God was compelled to offer salvation by grace. Their falling away was actually part of the bigger plan so that 
salvation by works would be unacceptable and it would take the justification of our sins by Jesus’ death on 
the cross for all men to receive salvation. 

(18) The example of the ___________________ is actually a beautiful allegory of our acceptance by  
faith into the family of God. The faithful (Patriarchs and Hebrews) are the cultivated tree whose branches 
have fallen and the Gentiles are the wild tree whose branches are grafted in. This image should let us see 
the full acceptance God gave the Gentiles (not in spite of the Hebrews - instead alongside of the Hebrews). 

(19) Notice that Paul tells the Gentiles to not be ___________________________ (11:19-22). He 
encouraged them to remember that they were dependent upon the root because branches themselves have 
no life.  



(20) He also promises Hebrew _________________________ that they could be restored (11:23,24). 

(21) The section from verses 25-32 explains what Paul calls a ____________________. A mystery  
usually refers to something which has been hidden (or is still hidden) but is now revealed (or yet to be 
revealed). He tells them of this mystery so they are not “blind” like Israel. The mystery is that Israel as a 
people were hardened until the fullness of the Gentiles was “come in.” Surely that refers to the ongoing  
work of the Church and it’s teaching to those who were previously excluded. 

(22) He then quotes from ________________________ following the statement that “all Israel will be  
saved.” What could that statement possibly mean? All doesn’t have to mean everyone, but it could imply a 
large number. Israel can be easily referencing a physical group or spiritual group of people. Notice that it 
doesn’t give a specific time for this event or a prescribed place for the event to unfold either. 

*THE BIG IDEA 
God gave the Israelite people the Messiah, He gave them all the evidence they needed to know that 
Messiah was Jesus of Nazareth. When they rejected Him and killed Him, God then sent His Apostles to 
them first. The Apostles came teaching repentance, baptism, and forgiveness. The Hebrews once again 
rejected God’s Message and His messengers. He then turned to the Gentiles - not fully forgetting the 
Hebrews - merely going to a place where the “fields were white, the harvest was plentiful, and the 
workers were many.” Remember that even Jesus told His disciples to move on to better crowds when 
listeners grew weary or hard-hearted (see Matthew 10:11-14). God wants to forgive them and grant 
them mercy, but He needs them to repent and turn from their disobedience. He needs them to stop 
being like the Hebrews of the past and become like the Gentiles of the present. 

(23) Paul finishes this chapter with a great __________________________ in verses 33-36.  


