
THE EPISTLE OF ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED
LESSON THREE

SIN - THE NEED FOR GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (1:18 - 3:20)

Key Passage - “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (1:18).

Romans is  an epistle  written from Paul to the  Church in Rome (both to individuals  and house 
congregations). The purpose  of the epistle is  to get those Christians to digest the  gospel message. It is 
concerned with the application of the gospel to the lives of people within the Church. 

This first section is going to set the stage  for the  rest of the epistle. You can’t understand the need for God’s 
righteousness  unless you realize sin is  universal. Paul sets  out a detailed argument for his  first audience 
that not only are the  Gentiles guilty of sinning, but those  people who are self-righteous, those  Jews who are 
too self-confident, and (in fact) everyone is guilty. Remember this clearly - you don’t need the  righteousness 
of God unless you are unrighteous.

The outline of this section breaks down as follows:

The Gentiles Sin (1:18-32)
The Self-Righteous Sin  (2:1-16)
The Self-Confident Jews Sin  (2:17-3:8)
Everyone Sins (3:9-20)

The text itself highlights several things that must be considered:

Section 1 - The Gentiles Sin (1:18-32)

(1) The “wrath of God” in 1:18 is God’s Holy _________________ for evil. He can not and will not 
condone sin and the wrath that is “revealed from heaven against ungodliness and unrighteousness” is not 
petty, it’s just. Ungodliness seems to be about our relationship with God while unrighteousness seems to be  
about our relationship to one another.

(2) 1:20 says that God’s “______________________ attributes” have been clearly seen since the 
“creation of the world.” What are some of those attributes?



(3) What are the characteristics of a person who has failed to acknowledge the deity of God and glorify 
Him acceptably according to Romans:

(a) They are not _______________________ (1:21)
(b) They became ______________________ in their thoughts (1:21)
(c) Their foolish ______________________ were darkened (1:21)
(d) They became ______________________ (1:22)
(e) The changed the __________________ of God into something made by man (1:22)

(4) Their sin was clearly defined in 1:25 when it says they “exchanged the truth of God for the _________ , 
and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator.”

(5) Romans describes homosexual activity as “__________ passions” in 1:26. It goes on to say that this 
behavior is “against nature and shameful” in 1:27.

(6) The Gentiles ________________________ of sinful behavior among their brethren (1:32) was also 
one of their great mistakes. This list contains one of the most detailed found in Scripture about the things 
God hates and the things that bring about ungodliness and unrighteousness. If you want to disappoint God 
be found guilty of the actions in this list.

Section 2 - The Self-Righteous Sin (2:1-16)

(7) 2:1-4 present a clear idea - God’s judgment is _______________________. Our tendency is to be 
critical of everyone but ourselves. Self-righteousness is a double-edged sword that we must be careful to 
avoid. 

(8) 2:5-11 also present a clear idea - God’s judgment is ________________________.  We are not 
going to escape God’s fair judgment. 2:6 says God will “render each one according to his deeds” which is a 
prophetic quotation from Psalm 62:12 and Proverbs 24:12. 

(9) There seems to be a direct comparison between the reward those who produce good _____________ 
receive in 2:7,10 and the punishment for those who produce bad deeds in 2:8,9. This is called introverted 
parallelism and is used to drive home the difference between the two things compared. In this case, Pau is 
clearly delineating the reward for the faithful and the punishment for the unfaithful.



(10) 2:12-16 show us that God’s judgment is _________________________. All who have sinned will 
be judged, both Jew and Gentile. Jews will be judged by the Law of Moses and Gentiles will be judged by 
the unwritten law written in their hearts (conscience). 

Section 3 - The Self-Confident Jews Sin (2:17-3:8)

(11) What does Paul say is the basis for the Jew’s self-confidence (2:17-20):

(a) Their _______________ (1:17)
(b) Their _______________ (1:17)
(c) Their _______________ (1:17)
(d) God’s _______________ (1:18)
(e) Their place as ___________________ (1:19)

(12) Paul uses _________________________ to charge them as guilty in 2:21-24. They had privileges 
and blessings but abused them and became boastful instead of humble (and gracious). They did not live up 
to their knowledge and they did not “practice what they preached.”

(13) Paul addresses circumcision and its ________________________ appeal to the Jews in 2:25-29. 
The Jews were too busy having confidence in the saving power of an outward sign that they missed the 
saving power of faith, obedience, humility, and piety. They only took refuge in the law they didn’t live the 
law. 

(14) In 3:1-8 several Jewish ________________________ are raised. This is one of those sections that 
seems like Paul is literally addressing someone in the room reading the text. He seems to ask several 
questions:

(a) In 3:1 - If being a Jew inwardly is what counts and there is no difference between a Jew and 
Gentile, then why be a Jew? Paul says the bonus of being a Jew is the __________________ 
Word of God that came to you first.

(b)  In 3:3 - If some did not have faith, will that erase God’s faithfulness? Paul answers in 3:4 and 
says, “...just because God’s people are unfaithful does not mean He will be” and quotes from Psalm   
51:4.



(a) In 3:5 - If my unrighteousness makes God’s righteousness that much clearer then why should He 
be upset with me? Paul answers - if we sin and God does not punish us, how can He be the judge of 
the world?

(b) In 3:7 - If God’s truth shines brighter because of my sin, why condemn me? Paul asks a rhetorical 
question in return in 3:8 when he says “why not sin more to glorify God more?” He is reacting 
strongly to the question. He doesn’t directly answer the question except to say “their condemnation is  
just” (3:8). No good results can justify the encouragement of evil.

Section 4 - Everyone Sins (3:9-20)

(15) One of the simplest verses in this text starts this section. It says ____________________ has sinned 
and is a precursor to 3:23 which comes just a little bit later. 

(16) The section in 3:10-18 shows the ____________________________ of sin. It is a series of 
prophetic quotations from the Psalms, Ecclesiastes and Isaiah. 

(17)  Verses 19-20 present the idea that the law ___________________________ everyone and 
justified no one. The law exposes sin, it does not forgive it. The law sets straight the only acceptable path - an 
impossible path for those who sin. 

Closing Remarks

This section sets up a grim scenario for the world - we are all sinners (those who have God’s Word to know we are 
and those who don’t). Our response to this section should be to accept the divine diagnosis (much like a visit to 
the doctor) and run to the only medicine our predicament needs. Jesus Christ is the medicine that fixes man’s 
sinful condition. He is the answer for a clean conscience and a faithful life. 


