
THE EPISTLE OF ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED
LESSON FOUR

JUSTIFICATION - THE METHOD BY WHICH GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS 
IS PROVIDED (3:21 - 4:25)

Key Passage - “...what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness’” (4:3).

Romans is  an epistle written from Paul to  the  Church in Rome (both to individuals living in Rome  and house 
congregations). The purpose  of the epistle is  to get those Christians to digest the  gospel message. It is 
concerned with the application of the gospel to the lives of people within the Church. 

This section is going to expand some of the earlier thoughts about sin and God’s  righteousness by exploring 
the  actions of Jesus  on the cross  and Abraham as  he  chose to  follow God. Christians are  justified (i.e. “just as 
if I never sinned”) and given salvation through a process  initiated by God, not man. Salvation starts with an 
understanding that God has  taken action to forgive our sins, to  justify and pardon those who believe. Too 
many people  in the  modern Christian world believe  that merely “going through the  Christian motions” or 
“living a good life” are  enough to be  saved. It is foolish to  believe  that our actions will matter more  than our 
faith or our response to God’s faith in us.

The outline of this section breaks down as follows:

(1) God’s Righteousness revealed through Jesus Christ (3:21-26)
(2) God’s Righteousness defended against Criticism  (3:27-31)
(3) God’s Righteousness illustrated in Abraham  (4:1-25)

The text itself highlights several things that must be considered:

Section 1 - God’s Righteousness Revealed through Jesus Christ (3:21-26)

(1) Under the OT law, the Jewish people were given _______________________ when it came to the 
revelation of God’s righteousness. Now however, 3:21-22 says, “...the righteousness of God is revealed to all 
who believe...through faith in Jesus Christ.” No longer are the Jewish people a higher priority to God than 
the Gentiles (i.e. Matthew 10:5-7; Acts 18:6; Romans 1:16).



(2) 3:23-24 are ___________________________ verses for the church in Rome and worldwide. Paul is  
clearly stating that the salvation found because of God’s righteousness and our faith is for everyone, not just 
the Jews or the Jews in Rome. 

(3) Notice that it’s ___________________ that motivated Jesus to act - to come to this world, teach us, 
inspire us, and die for us so that our redemption would be secure (3:24).

(4) Propitiation is ______________________ (3:25). Atonement is found only through a sacrifice. The 
greek word for propitiation there is helastayreon which literally means “mercy seat.” The mercy seat was the 
“cover” of the Ark of the Covenant, found within the Holy of Holies, literally representing the presence of 
God where the sacrificial blood was spread and atonement was found.

(5) Jesus demonstrated the ____________________ purpose of the OT sacrifices by offering up His life 
(a perfect sacrifice) to forgive those sins that were “previously passed over” (3:25). For reference check out 
Hebrews 9 and the better sacrifice Jesus made.

(6) By offering Himself, Jesus became the “____________________ of the one who has faith in 
Him” (3:26). A justifier is a redeemer. Paul would later demonstrate this idea physically by doing for 
Onesimus in this world  (i.e. Philemon 17,18) what Jesus has done for us in the world to come.

Section 2 - God’s Righteousness Defended against Criticism (3:27-31)

(7) So that we don’t ____________________ about our good deeds, our justification (and the delivery 
of God’s righteousness) comes from our faith, not our works (3:27,28).  The Jews believed they were 
justified by merely being Jewish. They didn’t believe faith was required if a person followed every single 
step, command, and requirement of the law. Is there found within this statement at contradiction to James 
4:14-26?

___________________________________________________________________________

(8) The second criticism Paul addresses is the _______________________ of the law (3:29-31). Paul 
says that the faith of Christians is what authenticates the purpose of the law, the prophecy of the Messiah, 
and the plan God put in place years before His righteousness was revealed through Jesus Christ.  Faith 
upholds the law because justified believers who live according to the Spirit fulfill the righteous 
requirements of the law (i.e. 8:4) and that has been true under both dispensations.



Section 3 - God’s Righteousness Revealed in Abraham (4:1-25) 

(9) Verses 1-8 highlight that Abraham was not justified by ________________.  Abraham was credited 
with righteousness because of his faith, not his actions. Abraham acted because of his belief. If Abraham’s 
actions had been what justified him, he would have been able to boast (i.e. be self-righteous). 

(10) The prophetic quotation in 4:7-8 is from ______________________ (a Psalm of David). It is an 
enhancement of the idea that we are all sinners who need forgiveness and those who find it are (in this 
world and the world to come) the most blessed.

(11) Verses 9-12 explain the idea that Abraham was justified before _______________________. It also
goes on to say that he received the “sign of circumcision that he might be the father of those who believe” 
and that he would be the “father of circumcision to those who walk in the steps of the faith which he walked 
in while still uncircumcised.” Abraham was justified without circumcision, it was merely an act of obedience 
following his faith in God. It was not fundamental to his salvation. 

(12) Verses 13-17 show that Abraham was not justified by the ______________. Abraham was justified 
before the existence of the law and independent of the law (13). It also tells that those who only feel being 
a part of the law justifies you are misguided because their faith is “made void and their promise of no 
effect” because the law only exposes sin and brings wrath, it doesn’t not forgive sin and provide salvation 
(i.e. Malachi 1:10).

(13) Abraham was justified because of his _________________ in God but also in God’s promises 
(17b-22). Abraham believed “against hope” (i.e. the possibility of having a child) that God would fulfill His 
promise and make him the “father of many nations.” It was Abraham’s faith that caused him to “not waver, 
be strengthened, and give glory to God” and it was because of that faith that Abraham was “credited as 
righteous” (4:22). 

(14) Abraham’s faith is a _______________________ of what is expected of us. Just like Abraham, our 
justification will be brought about by faith in the God who “raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead who was 
delivered up because of our offenses” (4:24-25).

Closing Remarks

Our justification (just as if I never sinned) comes from our faith in God who promised and fulfilled the plan of 
our salvation. Our redemption does not come from our actions or works, but from our faith which then motivates 
us to act. Our eternal home is dependent upon getting those things in the right order.


