
 

REVELATION: 
FOUR  

VIEWS OF  
INSPIRATION

The Preterist View 
Revelation is only about events in the past. Everything we read about took 
place around the time of the letter’s writing. The letter was written first 
and foremost for the original readers and any meaning only comes from their 
circumstances and their interpretation.  

This view teaches that Revelation is a prophecy describing the fall of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and that everything in the book has already been 
fulfilled - hence ‘the past.’ To those who see Revelation this way, it is 
merely a review of Christ fulfilling God’s purposes. While it takes great 
value in honoring the situation of the First Century Christians, the problem 
with this approach is the complete neglect it must then have on the end times. 
While it takes no liberty with other parts of Scripture, it  
produces a very limited message for any Christian who’s read  
it outside of those first few centuries. 

The Historicist View 
Revelation describes key events throughout history stretching from the 
death and resurrection of Jesus all the way until His return on the Day of 
Judgment. Revelation is to be seen as a timetable, by which we interpret the 
‘signs of the times.’ In other words, world events of each day and age are 
described by Revelation.  

Those who view Revelation this way interpret it as a forecast of the history 
leading to their day and age. Most who follow this find the history of the 
Roman Catholic Church and Europe in the text of Revelation. The problem with 
this view is found in the danger of trying to make those symbols in Revelation 
match up to specific historical events like the Protestant Reformation or 
Hitler’s ascension to power. There is no justification in the book itself to 
prove one event over another, so it’s all arbitrary depending upon where and 
when you’re from. 

The Futurist View 
The events described in Revelation were predicted to take place only in the 
far off future, at least the far off future to those who first read it. The 

focus is only on events still to come, including false teachings such as ‘the 
tribuation’ and the ‘millenial kingdom.’  

They regard everything beginning in chapter 4 as something yet to be 
fulfilled. The book is interpreted by our modern events, and has very little 

to do with anyone who’s already died. The problem with that is simple - 
Revelation loses all relevance to anyone who isn’t alive with the ‘last days’ 

begin. This view led to the development of Premillennialism  
(i.e. the 1,000 year reign of Christ in Jerusalem). 

The Symbolic View 
Revelation isn’t about a specific time, it’s about a pattern  
of events or trends that will be repeated throughout history  
as an encouragement to God’s people who face persectution.  

It is a timeless message.  

Revelation is an expression of the basic redemptive principles God has acted 
upon throughout history and will act upon in the last days. In this view, the 
symbols represent events in human history that occur over and over again and 
gives believers of all ages an exhortation to remain faithful in the face of 
suffering or persecution. Those symbols had purpose. They were designed to 

covertly convey a message of hope. If it had been presented in literal 
language, the Roman authorities would have put an end to its circulation 

quickly. This view makes the most sense as long as we recognize the fact that 
some parts of Revelation are addressing events still to unfold (i.e. 

19:6-22:5, ‘The New Heavens and Earth’) and some parts do seem to represent 
historical events (i.e. the ‘fall of Babylon the Great’ in 17-19). Through 
this view (mixed with a tiny bit of the Preterist and Historicist view), 

Revelation meant something to those who first read it and it means something 
to each of us along the way.   
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