
THE CHURCHES 
Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation contain 7 distinct letters written to 7 
different congregations in the ancient Roman region of Asia Minor (modern-
day Turkey). These 7 cities were connected by a major trade road. While 
they seem represent the universal church, do not overlook the fact that 
they were intentionally mentioned by name. While that may seem to be the 
opposite of politically correct, it was the Lord’s intention that all those 
who read these words would know who He was talking to and what they needed 
to improve.  

Each letter follows the __________________ below: 

(a) Christ presents Himself with certain attributes. 
(b) The situation and particular problem is described. 
(c) An encouragement or a condemnation is presented. 
(d) Christ urges them to listen and respond to His message. 

The Churches fall into 3 ___________________ groups: 

(a) Those in grave spiritual danger - Ephesus, Laodicia 
(b) Those in the middle (who are close to compromising their faith) - 
Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis 
(c) The faithful - Smyrna, Philadelphia   

As we look at these churches, we’ll examine how their letters fit into the 
pattern mentioned above, but before we begin, let’s ask a few questions: 

(a) What is the ‘angel of the Church,’ mentioned in the introduction to 
each letter?  

It seems to be one of three _________________________ - (1) a messenger 
sent by God to be a spiritual representative or even observer of that 
specific congregation, or (2) a messenger of God’s truth from that 
congregation (i.e. elder, teacher, etc) or (3) it’s prevailing spirit. 
While there is no evidence to strongly differentiate one or the other, the 

physical persons or prevailing spirit makes more practical sense than that 
of a guardian spirit (which we have no other recorded instance of 
throughout the NT Scripture).  

(b) Is there any __________________________________ in how Christ describes 
Himself in the introduction to the letters?  

If you’ll notice, several are repeated from John’s description of the ‘Son 
of Man’ in Chapter 1 who told him to write these letters to the 7 Churches 
of Asia: 2:1 to the Church in Ephesus - ‘He who holds the seven stars in 
His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands,’ is 
used in 1:13, 16. 2:8 to the Church in Smyrna - ‘the First and the Last, 
who was dead, and came to life,’ is used in 1:17. 2:12 to the Church in 
Pergamos - ‘He who has the sharp two-edged sword,’ used in 1:16. 2:18 to 
the Church in Thyatira - ‘the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of 
fire, and His feet like fine brass,’ used in 1:14, 15. 3:1 to the Church in 
Sardis - ‘He who has the seven stars’ used in 1:16. 3:14 to the Church in 
Laodicia - ‘the Faithful and true witness,’ used in 1:5. 3:7 to the Church 
in Philadelphia - ‘He who is holy and true,’ isn’t an exact repeat from 
chapter 1 but does embody Jesus, ‘the Almighty,’ (1:8)  

The repeated mention of those descriptions is not coincidental, rather 
intentional. The message to the Churches is coming directly from Jesus who 
‘knows their works.’ 

(c) Should these be considered _______________________________ letters, or 
rather, individual parts of one message to the universal Church?  

Personally, I think you should consider the following section from Harold 
Hazelip’s commentary, ‘The Lord Reigns: A Survey of the Book of 
Revelation): ‘Each letter has a distinctive note - a single poignant word 
or challenging phrase which sums up its whole message. It we combine these 
different notes, we will have a good seven-point description of what Christ 
wants in His church today. Ephesus is love, Smyrna is suffering, Pergamos 
is truth, Thyatira is holiness, Sardis is genuine, Philadelphia is 
evangelism, and Laodicia is dedication. If we could combine these seven 
characteristics in one congregation - love, suffering, truth, holiness, 



genuineness, evangelism, and dedication - we would have an ideal community 
of God’s people.’  

There is no doubt value to be found in each individual letter, yet a 
complete image of what the Church should look like is found in a careful 
understanding of the whole section.  

(d) Why are these ______________________________ in this book of prophecy? 

Inherently, they divulge the intended audience of this prophecy. This 
message was directly given to these Christians in Asia. As we mentioned 
before, their region faced strong persecution and the need for a ‘light set 
on a hill,’ was poignant.  

The OT books of prophecy were directed to God’s people who needed 
encouragement (see Daniel) and correction (see Jeremiah, Hosea, etc). These 
letters (or short proclamations) serve the very same purpose.  

(e) The Map of the Cities shows us that the ______________________________ 
the letters are arranged in the text is in a circular pattern beginning 
with Ephesus, heading north, then back down south all the way to Laodicia.  



CHURCH SITUATION JUDGMENT PLEA/PROMISE

Ephesus
You have left your first 
__________________ (2:4).

Remember from where you have fallen;  
repent and do the first works, or else  
I will come and remove your lampstand  

from it’s place (2:5). 

He who has an ear, let him hear.  
To him who overcomes I will give to 
eat from the tree of life (2:7).

Smyrna

You face tribulation and poverty (2:9), 
the devil is about to throw you  

into prison, that you may be tested  
for 10 days (2:10). 

Be _________________________ unto  
death, and I will give you the  

crown of life (2:10). 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 
He who overcomes shall not be hurt 

by the second death (2:11). 

Pergamos

You _____________________________ fast to 
My name, and did not deny the faith when 

Antipas was killed (2:13), but you 
tolerate false teaching (2:14). 

Repent, or else I will come quickly  
and will fight against them with the  

sword of My mouth (2:16). 

He who has an ________________,  
let him hear. To him who overcomes I  
will give some of the hidden manna to 

eat (2:17). 

Thyatira

I know your love, service, faith,  
and patience (2:19), but also your 
tolerance to Jezebel and her false 

teaching (2:20).

I will ________________ her into a sickbed, 
and those who commit adultery with her  

into great tribulation unless they  
repent of their deeds (2:22). 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 
He who overcomes, and keeps My works 
until the end, to him I will give 

power over nations (2:26).

Sardis
You have a name that is alive,  

but you are ____________________ (3:1). 

Be watchful, and ___________________ the 
things which remain, that are ready to die 
(3:2). Remember how you received and heard, 

hold fast and repent (3:4). 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 
He who overcomes shall be clothed  

in white garments, and I will confess 
his name before My father (3:5).

Philadelphia

Because you have kept My command to 
persevere, I also will keep you from the 
hour of trial which will come upon the 

whole world (3:10). 

Hold fast what you have, that no one  
may take your __________________ (3:11). 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 
He who overcomes, I will make him 
 a pillar in the temple of My God 

(3:12). 

Laodicia
You are __________________________ 

 cold nor hot (3:15).

Because you are _________________________, 
I will vomit you out of My mouth (3:16). 
Therefore, be zealous and repent (3:19). 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 
To him who overcomes I will grant to 

sit with Me on My throne (3:21). 


