
FLOOD 
Ground Zero 
Genesis 7:11-12 says, “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day the fountains of the deep burst forth, and the 
windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and nights. 
 
Is there anything about the description that seems extraordinary to you? 

The Flood of Genesis 6-8 is a reversal of the Creation story found in Genesis 1-2. What God 
originally made good had been corrupted (6:12). These steps were taken to “wipe the slate”  
clean and start all over with a family made in His image.  

Do you find the sheer enormity of the devastation to be overwhelming? 

We must not minimize the following facts from the Flood story:  

 

(1) The  “                                      of the deep” burst according to 7:11. 

(2) It rained for                             days and nights according to 7:12. 

(3) The                                      were covered according to 7:18-20. 

(4) Everything on                                       died according to 7:21-23. 

(5) Waters “prevailed” for                                        days according to 7:24.  

The Devastation      
The word “prevailed” is used 4 times in this story (7:18-20, 24). It comes from the Hebrew 
word “gabar” used elsewhere as a military term (e.g. Exodus 17:8-11). Essentially, the 
floodwaters acted as the                                   of God dispensing His judgment upon the ancient 
world.  
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Detailed dating. Unique circumstances of storm/water elements such as “fountains, windows.” 

The enormity of the rain (i.e. 40 straight days). 

Remember God called His creation “very good” following the 6th day (1:31). He poured His 

“heart and soul” into our creation, now He’s wiping it all away. Noah was valuable to God! 
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Other instances include Joshua & Jericho (Joshua 6:20-21) and Saul, Samuel, and the 
Amelekites (see 1 Samuel 15:2-3).  



From above and below God used water to “blot out man from the face of the land” (6:7). This 
complete destruction was deemed necessary by God because He only saw “Noah as righteous 
before Me in this generation” (7:2).  

Remember that God wasn’t vengeful, He was compassionate. But how? 

The Impact 
How different was the world before the flood and after?  

Shorter lifespans are certain! What about the greenhouse Effect? What about the Ice Age & 
Extinction? What about Pangea? The continents?                                               

By saving Noah, God presents this idea of a faithful remnant. See also Isaiah 10:20-23.. 

Consider Elijah (7,000), Daniel and his friends, Ezra, Nehemiah. It’s a picture of Christ’s return 

               (See 1 Thessalonians 4:6-17).  

Sin’s stink (but not reality) was wiped clean. All things were new physical and spiritually.  

Seems plausible and even reasonable, but impossible to know with certainty.  


