
FLOOD 
Remember the Judgment 
Genesis 6:7 must be read completely: So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am 
sorry that I have made them.”  
 
Why are the animals included in the destruction? Were they also guilty? 

The Cargo 
Notice how meticulous God is in His commands to Noah about the cargo aboard the ark. Pay 

special attention to 6:19-21 and then 7:2-3. 

Should we be surprised that God’s attention to detail didn’t just stop with the dimensions of 

the boat, but also was applied to the inhabitants as well? 

What were the exact specifications of the cargo on board the ark?  

According to Genesis 6:19-21 there were to be:  (1) Two of every sort; 

      (2) Of every living thing of all flesh; 

      (3) 1 male and 1 female 

      (4) Of the birds; 

      (5) Of animals; 

      (6) Of every creeping thing; 

      (7) After its kind 

 
According to Genesis 7:2-3 there were to be:  (1) 7 of all clean animals 

      (2) At least 1 male and 1 Female 

      (3) 2 of all unclean animals 

      (4) 1 male and 1 female 

      (5) 7 birds 
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They were collateral damage. Animals are not sinful, have no free will or evidence of an 

eternal soul. They are not made in God’s image.  

Not really. This is a story full of intricate details. Size, scope, and inhabitants were properly 

vetted, planned, and executed.  

*Leviticus 11 highlights the distinction 

between clean/unclean animals. However, 

that’s under the Mosaical Law which 
wasn’t in effect during the times of the 

flood.  



      (6) At least 1 male and 1 female 

 

So how do we explain the conflicting passages? Is there a contradiction here? 

                                                
 
The Enormity 
Many questions about the cargo only bring about more questions. Some we can’t fully answer 
but we can legitimately hypothesize about them.  

Could they have brought only young, smaller animals?  
 
Could some of the animals have been sleeping or hibernating during the majority of the trip?  

Could the animals have been “controlled” by God to be more docile? Are there any instances of 
that elsewhere in Scripture? 

                                               

No contradiction, elaboration. Nothing in chapter 7 contradicts what God asked for in chapter 

6.  

Potentially yes, but what about 6:21 “food for you and them” 

Best guess, yes! What about Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6:22) and Jonah (Jonah 1:7).  

Potentially yes, no evidence it was necessary 

though.


