
John 20 
30  And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not 
     written in this book; 

31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
    that believing you may have life in His name.  
 



Man, Myth, Legend 

The historical proof of Jesus Christ is incredibly important as we discover how to 
prove God’s work in this world. On the surface, the Bible always assumes Jesus was a 
real person with real relationships, interactions, and teachings. However, the world 
does not approach Scripture with those same presumptions. Consider the following 
statement from Dan Barker (a former preacher who is now president of the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation).

“The Gospel stories are no more historic than the Genesis creation accounts 
are scientific. They are filled with exaggerations, miracles, and admitted 
propaganda. They were written during a context of time when myths were 
being born, exchanged, elaborated, and corrupted, and they were written to an 
audience susceptible to such fables. They are cut from the same cloth as other 
religions and fables of the time. Taking that all into account, it is rational to 
conclude that the New Testament Jesus is a myth.” 1

To appreciate the historical reliability of the New Testament, we must examine non-
Christian sources that validate His existence. 

1 We begin with Tactius, a ________________ historian who lived around AD 
56-120. He is generally considered the greatest Roman historian. His book, 
Annals, is acknowledged as one of the best sources of information about this 
period by modern historians. When writing about the devastating fire that 
destroyed Rome in AD 64, he said:

Therefore, to squelch the rumor (that he had started the fire), Nero 
created scapegoats and subjected to the most refined tortures those 
whom the common people called “Christians,” hated for their 
abominable crimes. Their name comes from Christ, who during the 
reign of Tiberius (AD 14-37), had been executed by the procurator 
Pontius Pilate. Suppressed for the moment, the deadly superstition 
broke out again, not only in Judea, the land which originated this evil, 
but also in the city of Rome, where all sorts of horrendous and shameful 
practices from every part of the world converge and are fervently 
cultivated. 

2 These claims of Tactius __________________ the NT accounts of Christ’s 
crucifixion and the spread of Christianity. 



3 Josephus, “the single most important _____________________ historian of 
the ancient world also validates the existence of Jesus Christ in his book, 
Antiquities of the Jews. He was the son of a priest who lived in Jerusalem 
between AD 37-100. 

4 He has ___________ significant passages that connect a historical Jesus to 
the message of the NT. The first is a mention of James, the “brother of Jesus, 
who was called Christ” at his trial and death by trial under the supervision of 
the High Priest Ananus in Antiquities 20. 200. The second, a more 
pronounced comment on Christ is below:

At this time there appeared Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one would call him 
a man. For he was a doer of startling deeds, a teacher of people who 
receive the truth with pleasure. And he gained a following both among 
many Jews and among many or Greek origin. He was the Messiah. And 
when Pilate, because of an accusation made by the leading men among 
us, condemned him to the cross, those who loved him previously did 
not cease to do so. For he appeared to them on the third day, living again, just 
as the divine prophets had spoken of these and countless other wondrous things 
about him. And up until this very day the tribe of Christians, named after 
him, has not died out. (Antiquites 18.63)

There is a good chance that the italicized passages were added at a later time 
by a Christian translator, however; most historians consider the other 
comments to be genuine. 

To conclude this section, consider the comments of one notable scholar. His 
statement is in response to this question, “Let’s pretend we didn’t have any of 
the NT or other Christian writings. Even without them, what would we be 
able to conclude about Jesus from these non-Christian writings?” He said:

We would know that first, Jesus was a Jewish teacher; second, many 
people believed that he performed healing and exorcisms; third, some 
people believed he was the Messiah; fourth, he was rejected by the 
Jewish leaders; fifth, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate in the reign 
of Tiberius; sixth, despite his shameful death, his followers, who 
believed that he was still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there 
were multitudes of them in Rome by AD 64; and seventh, all kinds of 



people form the cities and countryside - men and women, slave and free 
- worshipped him as God. 2

Within the NT, there are several sources of value that must be taken into account 
when we consider the historical accuracy of Christ’s existence. 

1 The _________________ present Jesus in a manner that assumes His 
existence. They are grounded by accounts of people we know are historical 
(Augustus Casear, Herod, Pontius Pilate) and provide ample evidence that 
Jesus truly existed. Edwin Yamauchi, one of the world’s foremost experts in 
ancient history has said, “the gospels are the most trustworthy, complete, and 
reliable sources for Jesus.” 3

2 The writings of the Apostle ________________ based many of it’s arguments 
of the historical reliability of Jesus Christ. Paul believed five specific things to 
address this point:

Jesus was ______________ (see Galatians 4:4 and Romans 1:3).

Jesus _____________ (see 1 Corinthians 7:10-12). 

Jesus _____________ (see Colossians 1:22 and Galatians 1:1).

Jesus _____________ from the dead (see 1 Corinthians 15:6-8).

There were ____________________ of Christ still alive (Galatians 
1:18-20).

3 If we consider the book of ___________________, it makes no sense if Jesus 
was not a real, historical figure. 

As we conclude, consider the following statements from two avowed atheists. First 
off, H.G. Wells in his book, The Outline of History, says “Jesus was a prophet of 
unprecedented power,” on page 270. Bart Ehrman, a highly skeptical opponent of 
Christianity said, “The reality is that every single author who mention Jesus - pagan, 
Christian, or Jewish - was fully convinced that he at least lived. Even the enemies of 
the Jesus movement thought so; among their many slurs against the religion, his 
nonexistence is never one of them…Jesus certainly existed.”
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