
John 17 
17   Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.  

 



Philosophically Speaking 

To many people sitting in pews on any given Sunday, philosophy is a bad word. It’s 
not something they value or even give much thought to. However, Christians need to 
be philosophers. Christians need to possess the ability to logically think about their 
faith, hope, and trust in God. Christians need to possess innate wisdom and 
knowledge, not just what phrases or sayings they can repeat. To defend the Bible, 
God, and the Church we must present logical reasons for their existence. In the end, 
all of this boils down to one question - is there truth in this world?

1 As we begin, we ask this question. Does truth __________________? While 
this seems vey dull and tedious, the question is foundational to our faith. 

a Without genuine, knowable ___________________, how do you define 
God?

b If we don’t ______________________ for truth, how will we ever know 
something is valuable, right, or worth following. 

c If we hope to ____________________ our friends, family, or neighbors 
about God we must commit to explaining the truth of His Word. 

2 The study of truth is broken down into two categories: __________________ 
and epistemology.  Metaphysics is the study of reality itself. We ask questions 
like “What really exists?” or “What is its nature? while epistemology is the 
study of how we came to know. 

An example from the Bible is this - God’s Word is divine, inspired and perfect 
insofar as it is properly translated (metaphysics). We know that from internal 
study of the text and external study of the historical data (epistemology).

3 Truth is determined by something we _________________ in reality, not by 
something we think. 

4 There are two ways to __________________ about truth. 

a _________________________ - When I think something is true, then it 
is true for me, but not necessarily for you. These truths are prone to 
change. Example, the best BBQ restaurant in Tompkinsville is 
Backyard BBQ. 



b _________________________ - When something is true no matter 
what I feel, think, or believe about it. These truths do not change due 
to our thoughts or whims. Example - There are many BBQ restaurants 
in Tompkinsville, Backyard BBQ is one of them. 

5 Some people believe all truth is _____________________. When we believe 
truth is relative we often say, “That’s true for you, but not for me."

a The ___________________ with relative truth is seen when you try to 
bind any sort of moral or ethic rule upon someone else. 

b When we _____________________ the idea that one set of laws applies 
to every human being, all that remains is subjective, personal opinion. 
Consider the Nazis and their war crime tribunal. Those Nazi 
commanders tried said they only followed their commands but the 
prosecutors say they were accountable to a “higher law.” 

c If truth is only relative, _____________________ has inherent value. 
Not people, countries, laws, etc. 

6 Some people want truth to be judged by how _____________________ it is. 

a For them, truth is what _____________________. 

b The problem lies in the __________________________. What works 
for one person might not for another. Who, then, is right? Which view 
is true?

c An example lies with those who choose not to __________________ to 
avoid loosing a spouse’s pension or health benefits. It’s what works best 
for their situation, irregardless of its moral right or wrong. 

7 So what does the ________________________ model of truth look like?

a The Bible does not present truth as a cultural ___________________ of 
the ancient Patriarchs, Jews, or Christians. They were people who 
received truth from God and then passed it along to their descendants. 

b Truth is ________________________ by God. 



c Truth is the _______________________ property of God, distributed to 
His creation by a predetermined source. 

d The truth of God is ______________________ engaging. It doesn’t 
require trends or superficial acceptance to define its value. 

e The truth of God is ultimately _______________________ in the 
person of Christ. In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life, no one comes to the Father except through Me."

In our world, absolute truth has been thrown out with the trash. The world has 
rejected things that define us. They no longer believe in metanarratives, only valuing 
the relative, fungible truth of here and now. 

8 We can know things are ______________ based upon a few criteria.

a Is something ____________________________. By that, we mean, they 
aren’t proven by anything else, just themselves. Consider the opening 
lines of the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

b Is something based upon __________________.

c Is something _____________________.

9 To understand truth, we must understand some simple __________________.

a All things have ______________________. 

b All things that have identity are not ____________________ else. In 
philosophy this is called the Law of Noncontradiction. It’s simple, 
something cannot be something else. 

c All things are ________________________. The only choice in reality is 
to be or not to be. This is called the Law of Excluded Middle. Abortion 
can be attacked with this law of thought. The baby is the womb is 
either a human at its conception or never a human until its born. That 
is why abortion should be outlawed entirely or accepted up until the 



very last minute. Calling a 12 week old fetus a human but an 11 week old 
fetus something else makes no sense. 

In the end, why does this matter? Consider the words of Jesus in John 8:31-32, which 
says, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Knowing what is true is the key to knowing 
what is right. Knowing what is right is the key to knowing what God expects. 
Knowing what God expects is the key to being who He wants. Being who He wants 
is the key to a relationship with Him that makes sense.

All things rely on knowing the truth. 


