
Matthew 5 
44  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who   
     hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 

45  that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and 
     on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust 

 



Needless Suffering 

Suffering is one of the most (if not the most) influential reason people reject God. 
Within the church and outside it’s walls, people struggle with the evil and suffering 
so commonly found in our world. Usually, their line of thinking follows this path:

If God is good, loving, etc., but there is evil in this world, then God is either 
not loving enough that He would stop it or God is not powerful enough that 
He could stop it. 

While most skeptics never formulate a thorough thought on the idea, this is truly 
what their thinking. With all that being said, how do we understand suffering, evil, 
and pain in this world in the light of God’s divine love, justice, and compassion? How 
do we reconcile the fact that God made this world and within it we find terrible 
atrocities, horrific suffering, and all types of evil? How do we fathom the fact that 
God allows our world to exist in it’s evil state?

1 Start here. We must _________________ a theodicy. It is literally a reasonable 
defense of God’s Will rooted in divine revelation. It seeks to justify pain and 
suffering in light of God’s existence. It seeks to explain why bad things happen 
to people. Someone described it once as “the vindication of divine goodness 
and providence in light of the existence of evil.” It naturally begs a few 
presumptions:

a God ______________________ .

b God is _______________________ in His divine characteristics (i.e. 
power, knowledge, love, compassion, justice).

c Evil ______________________ in the world God made. 

2 It’s not __________________ to classify suffering and evil. 

a Everyday people are ________________________ with suffering. 

b Some suffering is _______________________ and intense. 

c Suffering is not ______________________ .



d Some suffering is ______________________ . Consider things like 
illness, acts of nature (i.e. tornado, flood, etc), and accidents. This 
constitutes a real problem for people who believe God is in total control 
of every single physical action in this world. 

e Some suffering is brought about by ____________________ actions. Sin 
is the reason these events happen in the first place. Murder, genocide, 
abuse, and anything like that fits into this category of suffering.

f Remember, that the only ______________________ evil is sin. It is not 
the only source of suffering, but it is the only source of needless 
suffering mankind can bring upon fellow mankind. 

3 The book of Job helps us understand how evil is ________________________ . 
Job didn’t suffer because of evil deeds he committed or someone else 
committed. Job’s suffering was brought about by God’s Will, nothing that you 
can place upon Job himself. 

4 Many people struggle with the _______________________ nature of suffering. 
They see no value in it, especially the surplus of suffering. Consider two 
specific accounts in Scripture. In Genesis 18:23, Abraham asks God, “Would 
You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?” as he heard of God’s plan to 
destroy Sodom. The other passage is Ruth 1:20 when Naomi says, “
the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.” 

5 The ______________________ Christians face is simple:

a The ___________________ of suffering seems unnecessary.

b The ___________________ of suffering seems petty, random. 

c The _____________ that suffering exists seems to contradict God’s 
very nature. 

d We live in a world where suffering will not ________ away.

6 That begs this question be answered - “Why did God _______________ the 
world?”

7 The skeptic will say, “wouldn’t it have been __________________ to create the 
world without pain and suffering?” 



8 The answer to that question is ___________________ for humanity. There is 
no platform from which we can view God’s perspective when He deals with 
pain and suffering in this world. We can’t understand it, appreciate it, hate it, 
or even feel compassion for those who have it from God’s viewpoint. We can 
say it makes sense to us to make the world free of pain and suffering, but we’ll 
never be able to say whether or not it makes sense to God. 

9 We must grasp the _____________________ of this world to understand why 
it was made as it was.

a God wanted to ____________________ life with mankind. 

b God wanted to share His ________________ characteristics with 
mankind (i.e. love, compassion, contentment, etc).

c God wanted man to ____________________ a relationship with Him. 
He did not force it. Consider the commands to Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden. They had a choice to listen and obey or ignore and sin. 
We still have those two basic choices today.

d This world was made as a _____________ of soul-making (John Keats). 
It is the place God made to create disciples and foster relationships. It 
wasn’t made to be a haven of sinlessness or reward. It was made 
challenging, so choices would be determined by reason, not compulsion. 

10 In the end, what must our ________________________ of evil and suffering 
look like. Consider the following as a way to explain the worst of this world in 
light of the One who made it:

a Evil is real.

b _____________ is the only real evil.

c Sin is disobedience to God’s _____________. It contradicts the wishes 
and expectations of God and our designed relationship with one 
another. 

d No ____________________ actions are evil. Those actions (i.e. storms, 
animals) are not intrinsically evil, there are merely a byproduct of living 
in a world that is law-abiding, purposeful, and made to bring “many sons 
to glory” (Hebrews 2:10). 



I’d like to leave this discussion with this thought. God made this world to be 
imperfect, temporary, and challenging. It was made that way to provide His creation 
with a choice. Will you be God’s servant or will you serve yourself? When God gave 
us choice, consequences had to follow. The consequences for being His are incredibly 
different than the consequences of rejecting Him. That choice has lasting 
implications in the world to come, but not necessarily in this world. 

Remember Romans 5:1-5 which says, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope 
does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

To close, the words of this poem seem fitting.

 What God Hath Promised by Annie Johnson Flint 

God hath not promised skies always blue, flower-strewn pathways all our lives 
through; God hath not promised sun without rain, joy without sorrow, peace 
without pain.

God hath not promised we shall not know toil and temptation, trouble and 
woe; He hath not told us we shall not bear many a burden, many a care. 

God hath not promised smooth roads and wide, swift, easy travel, needing no 
guide; never a mountain rocky and steep, never a river turbid and deep

But God hath promised strength for the day, rest for the labor, light for the 
way, grace for the trials, help from above, unfailing sympathy, undying love.


