
NO 
APOLOGIES 
NEEDED 



Psalm 19  

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. 
2 Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge. 
  
3 There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.



Introduction
The study of apologetics is vastly underappreciated in the Lord’s Church. Far too often, we 
leave this work up only to the minister or an elder and sit back, trusting their study and 
their ability. You can be an apologist and offer strong evidence supporting God’s existence, 
work, and the Church in the face of harsh criticism.

The word apologetics comes from the Greek word apologia which literally means “to give a 
defense.” Christians are commanded to be ready and willing in First Peter 3:15 which says: 

In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord, being ready at all times to make a defense to 
all who ask you for a word concerning the hope that is in you.

God left plenty of evidence to prove He is the maker of this universe. Outside of the Bible, 
His handiwork is still evident. Romans 1:18-20 says:

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and the 
unrighteousness of those who suppress the truth by their unrighteousness, because 
what can be known about God is plain to them, for God has revealed it to them. 
Ever since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 
been made. So they are without excuse.

Like an author signing the inside page of his novel, God signed the universe with proof it 
was His doing. We do not believe just because God said so, we believe because we know 
God is telling the truth when He says, “In the beginning…” (Genesis 1:1). 

Apologetics is necessary in our world. Since the advent of modern thinking and 
postmodernism, the truth of God’s Word has been under attack. Some people believe we are 
wasting our time defending the truth, they believe it’s no longer necessary. If we merely have 
a relationship with Christ that will be enough. Peter would argue that point on the basis of 
the earlier passage. Paul would argue that point when he told the young preacher in Second 
Timothy 4:2-4:

Preach the word. Be prepared when it is opportune or inopportune; confront, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For a time will come when 
they will not put up with healthy teaching, but in accordance with their own lust 



they will heap up teachers for themselves, having itching ears, and they will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

The classical study of apologetics is still important. It provides substance and logic. It opens 
new doors and breaks down new barriers. It connects God’s people to God’s Word and the 
wisdom of this world in a way nothing else can. It teaches you to think and to function as a 
logical sounding board for those with doubts or criticism. It allows you to serve your 
purpose as one who “holds fast to the trustworthy word that is in accordance with the 
teaching, so that you might be able both to exhort with healthy doctrine and to rebuke 
those who oppose it” (i.e.Titus 1:9)



Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin’.

- Bob Dylan 



As the World Turns 

Every new generation believes it knows better than the one they follow. The problem 
with that idea lies in the truth of Ecclesiastes 1:9-10, which says:

That which has been is what will be, that which is done is what will be done, 
and there is nothing new under the sun. Is there anything of which it may be 
said, “See, this is new?” It has already been in ancient times before us. 

Today, the world around us has embraced postmodern thinking. That line of thinking 
is characterized by four things. Postmodern thinkers are:

1 _________________________ focused. They do not respect things like duty, 
honor or responsibility. However, that doesn’t always imply selfishness. They 
merely don’t connect to the idea of the greater good. 

2 Politically ___________________________. There is a historical disconnect, 
they are concerned with the “now,” not the “then.” The idea of a political party 
defining their thoughts is outdated. 

3 Philosophically _______________________. They are at times anti-logic and 
value a pragmatic approach to every decision. The reject the idea of absolute 
truth, but ironically are searching for it. 

4 __________________________ ignorant. The Church as an institution and the 
Bible as a guide for life are lost on them. They like discussion about religion, 
but don’t have the necessary desire to find an answer. 

As the Church, we have three possible ways to respond to this new world. 

1 We can __________________ or _____________________ ourselves from the 
world. We will hold to our tradition and let the culture pass us by. In effect, we 
will ignore the world around us and “bury our heads in the sand.” This will 
offer us no flexibility to adapt to those in the Church drawn to postmodern 
thinking. We will be rigid, unlovable, and unwilling to accept any value in any 
thing outside of our tradition. There is a problem with this idea when you 
consider Romans 14 and First Corinthians 8 however. 



2 We can try to __________________ the Church and the world and find a 
“healthy balance.” In this way, we’ll take the traditions of the Church and we’ll 
force them into postmodern realms of thinking. We’ll de-emphasize tradition 
in the face of experience. We’ll re-examine the teachings of old and give them 
a modern twist. We’ll de-value the absolutes of old and value the relative 
nuances of modern morals and ethics. The problem with this is the same as 
mixing oil and water. 

3 We can _________________________ the teachings of the world into the 
Church. In essence, we’ll accommodate culture is non-essential ways, while 
holding true to God’s truth in every essential way.  In this model, the 
methodology of postmodernism sits alongside the theology of God’s Word. It’s 
wrong to believe the Church exists only in the world, not of the world. We 
can’t escape being people of Tompkinsville or the United States. We can’t 
wholeheartedly isolate ourselves and still be people who are evangelistic. We 
have to take value from valuable things and we have to draw lines in the sand 
when it’s necessary. 

The final words Jesus spoke in the Gospels should give us a glimpse at His thoughts. 
He says in Matthew 28:19-20:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.

Explain to me how you can go without finding where people are? Explain to me how 
you can teach without finding out how people are taught? Explain to me how the 
Church would have ever grown if they only rested on what they knew and not on 
what they could learn? 

Today, the Church would still be centered in Israel, made up of predominantly Jewish 
converts who bind circumcision and a respect for the Law of Moses for anyone who 
wants to be a Christian. The United States, Europe, and most developing countries 
would be without the Gospel and most Gentiles would still be “unworthy” of the 
God’s Word. Thankfully, that’s not the case. If we are unwilling and unable to reach 
out to the new generation, are we any better than they would have been?


