
More than Conquerors 
The Book of Joshua 



Moses, My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land I am giving to them - the children of Israel. 

Joshua 1:2 



Introduction 
The purpose of Joshua and the other historical books of the Old Testament is to provide a 
prophetical history of God’s interactions with His covenant people, the Israelites. The Pentateuch set 

the stage and defined who God was and what He expected of His people. Now, their relationship 

begins in earnest. They are those sanctified at Sinai, entrusted with Canaan, and blessed by Yahweh. 
Surely, if there was ever a time in God’s history with mankind to pay attention, it’s this time.  

Joshua has historically been the lead book in this section from antiquity. There are even some who 

believe his story to be a better ending to the Torah than Deuteronomy. However, it seems logical to 

me to see this book (alongside of Judges) as a bridge between the beginning of God’s relationship 
with Israel to the creation of the royal line of David. That period of time is fraught with frustration, 

redemption, and a never-ending parade of those willing to fight on God’s behalf.   

As we read this book, note one idea. History itself isn’t meant just to provide examples. It’s also 

presented to show us what life was like en route to a goal. Israel had longed for Canaan and now 
we see them at the precipice. Joshua doesn’t serve as the end of that journey, merely one stop 

along to the way. The historical books of the OT (Joshua - Esther) highlight God’s covenant 
relationship with Israel. It doesn’t take sides, rather, it presents the story free of interpretation. We 

are given the moments that define Israel and we are given access to their successes and failures. 

God then uses the Prophets to pass judgment on their actions, inadequacies, etc.  

The recording of this history (alongside of God’s inspiration) was seemingly done to keep it alive for 
future generations. Psalm 78:1-4 seems to address that desire and dedication.  

Authorship, Date of Writing 
There is certainly no way to positively define with complete certainty who wrote the book of 

Joshua. The Talmud affirms Joshua as the author.  It claims that Joshua, much like Moses before 
him, wrote most of the text that details his life with another person, Eleazar perhaps, finishing the 

last few passages that detail Joshua’s death.  If we credit the authorship of this book to Joshua, then 

it is roughly three thousand years old.  

While there is quite a bit of debate, there are several instances from the text that point to Joshua’s 
authorship: 

(1) Chapters Five to Seven possess an eyewitness quality. See 5:1,6, “we, us.” 

(2) The vivid detail used to explain the scenes where Israel crossed the Jordan, the spies, the 
capture of Jericho, and the battle of Ai.  

(3) The historical record that was complementary to the time of Joshua, not some later period. To 
explain, in Joshua, we see Rahab was still alive at the time of writing (see 6:25); the Tabernacle 

wasn’t permanently located in Bethel or Jerusalem (see 9:27); and Jerusalem was still occupied by 
Jebusites (see 15:8).  

Some parts cause problems for interpreters. The passages that summarize Joshua’s life (see 4:14) or 
later Israelite history (see 10:14) suggest an author from a later date. The account of Joshua’s death 

also suggests that idea (see 24:29-32) but may both be explained by an editor years later or even a 
friend finishing the account near the death of Joshua.  



Themes  
(1) God’s fulfillment of the promise He made to Abraham in Genesis 13:14-17. There seems to be 
no greater evidence in the OT that God keeps His promise than the conquest of Canaan. His 

miraculous works, His strength, His patience, and even His anger are all securely found within this 

text to be harmonious with the rest of Scripture and His promise to Abraham’s seed. We must 
remember that this story is proof that God is loyal to a promise once it’s spoken (see Titus 1:2).  

(2) The relationship between God’s people and this world. God is faithful and provides as He 

promised, yet God’s children still live in a world that is hostile to most of us. Consider how much the 

story of Joshua parallels Romans 8:31-39. They were physical conquerors, today we are spiritual 
conquerors.  

(3) The tension between God’s love and judgment. The book of Joshua records some of the most 

astounding miracles God ever performed on behalf of His people. It also shows us the command 

God gives to slaughter the Canaanite population. Some people struggle with that relationship. They 
wonder how God can love some people so much and discipline others so intensely. What this book 

does a fine job of illustrating is the tension that arises between the just and the unjust. It also shows 
that not all the Canaanites fought against God (see Rahab). Despite its brutality, it doesn’t 

demonstrate a world beyond redemption for the Canaanites. It shows us what God’s divine 

judgment looks like, not human violence. The language used in some of these battle stories is 
sweeping and intense: “they left no survivor” and “the Israelites utterly destroyed them.” But a close 

reading, along with a comparison with other ancient near eastern battle narratives, shows that the 
author of Joshua employs these phrases as intentional hyperbole. For example, there are cities that 

the Israelites conquer that we’re told that no Canaanites survived (see Hebron and Debir in 

10:36-39). But just a few chapters later, when other Israelites go to these cities, there are still 
Canaanite people living there (see 15:13-15).  

Outline 
(1) Joshua Leads Israel into Canaan (1-5) 

 Chapter 1 Israel is taught to obey the commands of the Law and of God. 

 Chapter 2 explores the scene with Rahab and the spies in Jericho 
 Chapter 3-4 show the scenes where Israel crosses the Jordan River 

 Chapter 5 describes the Passover at Gilgal and the visit of the Angel of the Lord 

(2) Battles with the Canaanites (6-12) 

 Chapter 6 - Jericho 

 Chapters 7-8 - Ai 
 Chapter 9 - Gibeonites 

 Chapters 10-11 - Canaanite Kings Jabin, Jobab and others 
 Chapter 12 - The Land is Conquered 

(3) Dividing up the Spoils (13-22) 
 Chapter 13 - The Land East of the Jordan 

 Chapter 14 - The Land West of the Jordan 
 Chapter 15 - The Cities of Judah 

 Chapter 16 - The Borders of Ephraim 

 Chapter 17 - The Land of Manasseh 
 Chapter 18-19 - The Rest 

 Chapter 20 - The Cities of Safety 
 Chapter 21 - The Cities of the Levites 

 Chapter 22 - A Great Alter 

(4) Joshua’s Final Address to Israel (23) and the Renewed Covenant at Shechem (24)


