
lesson two 
Battles with the Canaanites 



 

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 

Hebrews 11:30



Outline 
These chapters detail the moments of battle while the Israelites were conquering the land of 
Canaan. We must remember that are recorded as a history, not necessarily a blow-by-blow account.  

(1) Chapter 6 - 7:1 -  Jericho 

 (a) The Battle  (6:1-27) 
 (b) Achan’s Foolishness (7:1)  

(2) Chapter 7:2 - 8:35 - Ai 
 (a) The First Battle of Ai (7:2-9) 

 (b) Aachan’s Foolishness and punishment (7:10-26) 

 (c) The Second Battle of Ai (8:1-29) 
 (d) Worship in the land of Canaan (8:30-35) 

(3) Chapter 9 - Gibeonites 
 (a) Diplomacy (9:1-14) 

 (b) Deception and servitude (9:15-27) 

(4) Chapters 10-11 - The Canaanite Kings  
 (a) An Alliance against the Gibeonites (10:1-5) 

 (b) Israel’s Intervention (10:6-43) 
 (c) Another Alliance (11:1-23) 

(5) Chapter 12 - The Land is Conquered  

Themes 
Pay attention to the following ideas in these opening chapters: 

(1) The ___________________________________ caused by Israel in battle. They don’t just conquer 
they land, they subdue it. That theme will run through this section continually. Not one kingdom 

(even alliances of several city-states) can stand in the way of God’s Will and His people.  

(2) The ________________________________ of the Canaanites. They were rightfully scared and 
defending their home - however, their battle was against God, not man, and utterly hopeless.  

(3) The ___________________________________ of Rahab and the Gibeonites to assimilate into the 
Israelite nation. Rahab made the best choice by leaving behind her Canaanite heritage, but the 

Gibeonites were still prudent. Slavery was much more tolerable outcome on those days than death.  

(4) The _____________________________ intervention by God during the first attack on Ai and 
subsequently during the battle against the kings who attacked Gibeon (i.e. the sun standing still).  



Passages  
(1) The story of Jericho is the most _____________________________________ example of God’s gift 

of Canaan to the Israelites. It’s the most miraculous, the most other-worldly, and the most 

unbelievable scene in the entire book. Still to this day, it conjures a sense of wonder and confusion. 
We ask the question, “how is this possible?” and we rightfully answer, “because Israel trusted in 

God.” 

(2) 6:1 describes to us just how ___________________________ the situation was inside the walls of 

Jericho.  

(3) In 6:2, God speaks _______________________________ to Joshua by emphasizing the strength of 
Jericho. He says, “the king, the mighty men of valor have been delivered into your hand.” That show 

of confidence wasn’t based upon Israel’s might in battle, rather God’s sovereignty over all the 
kingdoms of this world.  

(4) In 6:3-5, God gives Joshua the _________________________________ as to how they would 

conquer Jericho. They are unusual, even by standards of ancient warfare. The point seems obvious, 
Israel’s might won’t conquer Jericho, instead, it will be their faith conquers that great city. 

Obviously, we must connect their actions to Hebrews 11:30 which says, “by faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.”  

(5) Here is the plan God put in place to defeat Jericho: 

 (a) The “_______________________ of war” shall march around the city one time for six   
 straight days (6:3).  

 (b) “Seven priests shall bear seven _________________________ of rams horns before the  
 ark” according to 6:4. Typically, you wouldn’t expect the priests and the ark to be near the  

 men of war, this aligns them together into one functional group.  

 (c) On the ___________________________ day, the men of war and priests were to march   
 around the city seven times, blow the trumpets, and then after the “long blast of the   

 horns,” all the people were to shout according to 6:4.  

 (d) Upon completing all those tasks, God says in 6:4, “_______________________ the wall of  

 the city will fall down flat.”    

(6) While it may be __________________________ to fathom these events in a worldly sense, they are 

to be praised from a theological sense. God intervened at the first step in the land of Canaan, and 
now He has intervened at the first battle. Both times, His power was proven by its ability to conquer 

the elements and now humanity.  

(7) It shouldn’t be surprising to us that Joshua did _____________________________ as God 

commanded in 6:6-21. 

(8) The _______________________________ of Rahab and her family stands in stark contrast to the 
utter destruction of Jericho in 6:22-25. The faithfulness of the spies to keep their oath, the value 

Joshua placed on fulfilling their promise, and the beauty of that closing line in 6:25, “so she dwells 
in Israel to this day.” In the face of destruction, Rahab is the epitome of the Gospel message. When 

we see God, fear God, honor His commandments, and respect His decisions, salvation comes to our 

household.  

(9) The Israelites burned the city in 6:24 to _______________________ its memory from the earth. It is 

to stand as a testament to the other kingdoms that standing in God’s way is foolish.  

(10) On top of the destruction, Joshua _______________________ anyone who would try to rebuild 

Jericho. That curse seems to be symbolic of Canaan as a whole. The people who built those 

kingdoms did it in spite of God and now there time had come to an end.  

(11) The postscript of 6:27 establishes a __________________________ thought in Joshua - victory.  


