
lesson one 
Joshua Leads Israel into Canaan 



Outline 
The opening chapters bring set the stage for the conquest of Canaan. In these chapters, we see the 
initial crossing of the Jordan River and Israel’s first interactions with the Canaanites. As we divide 

this section, we see the chapters naturally divided into four sections: 

(1) Chapter 1 Israel is taught to obey the commands of the Law and of God. 
 (a) Exhortation and Encouragement (1:1-9) 

 (b) Preparedness and Participation (1:10-18)  

(2) Chapter 2 explores the scene with Rahab and the spies in Jericho 

 (a) Spies sent to Jericho (2:1-21) 

 (b) Spies return to Joshua (2:22-24) 

(3) Chapter 3-4 show the scenes where Israel crosses the Jordan River 

 (a) The Crossing (3:1-17) 
 (b) The Memorial Stones (4:1-24) 

(4) Chapter 5 describes the Passover at Gilgal and the visit of the Angel of the Lord 

 (a) The Renewal of the Covenant (5:1-12) 
 (b) The Visit of the Lord’s Angel (5:13-15) 

Themes 
Pay attention to the following ideas in these opening chapters: 

(1) The _____________________________________ of God-approved leadership. When God told 
Joshua to “arise, go over Jordan with the people of Israel,” in 1:1 He was giving Joshua His stamp-

of-approval.  

(2) The _______________________________ of Rahab (see 2:8-13) and the necessity of her story. She 
is living proof that the Canaanites could have accepted God, yet chose to fight against Him instead.  

(3) The need for _______________________________ when it comes to God’s promises and their 
fulfillment. As the Israelites crossed the Jordan River in 3:14-17, a promise, made hundreds of years 

prior to those events finds its fulfillment and God is proven to be faithful yet again. 

(4) The value of _____________________________ when it comes to educating our children for the 
future. 4:4-7, in particular, stand as a glaring example of why we must educate our children and 

leave “markers” behind for the remembrance of God’s blessings. They will ask about our past, what 
will we tell them? 

(5) The miraculous __________________________________ God continues to provide after the death 

of Moses and the people who left Egypt, worshipped at Sinai, and wandered in the wilderness. We 
must always highlight the simple fact that God is not constrained by time or death, His covenants 

exist outside of time, space, and even mortal life.  



Passages  
(1) The first chapter serves as an _______________________________ to the book. It highlights 

Joshua’s leadership, God’s role in their lives, and the necessary relationship that will dominate the 

rest of this book. The Israelites are God’s children and all of this mighty conquest will only be 
accomplished because of God’s Hand (see 1:3). 

(2) The boundaries of Canaan presented in 1:4 represent it’s _________________________ borders 
that were only truly populated during David and Solomon’s reign hundreds of years following those 

events. For some, that seems problematic and points to a later date of writing, however, to me, it 

represents God’s foreknowledge. Remember, God is not bound by time and while this promise is 
directly given to Joshua he won’t be the only one who see’s it come to fruition. 

(3) 1:7-9 highlights God’s commands to Joshua and an _______________________________ that he 
remain faithful to the “Book of the Law.” He’s told to “meditate on it day and night, that he may 

observe and do according to all that is written in it,” (1:8). God’s direct command to heed the Law 

of Moses is directly tied to the promise of 1:9, “I will be with you wherever you go.”  We must be 
careful with the above passage. Its too easy to assume that if Joshua and the people keep the Law 

they would prosper. The Old Testament, much more than the New Testament, often placed a direct 
connection between those two things, yet Job and Psalm 73 show that it wasn’t always the case. 

“Fearing God and keeping His commandments is our all,” (see Ecclesiastes 12:13), but it doesn’t 

necessarily mean we’ll get all we want.  

(4) As the Israelites prepared for their conquest, Joshua ___________________________________ the 

tribes who would settle on the east of the Jordan to “leave your wives, little ones, and livestock,” 
where they were in 1:12-14 and “pass before your brethren armed, and help them.” They were told 

this was necessary until their brethren, “had rest and have taken possession of the land,” in 1:15. 

Joshua’s command here reflects the unity of Israel. They aren’t to be divided tribes, rather, one 
nation.  Their “rest” would have to wait until their brothers could rest as well.  

(5) Chapter 2 begins with a scene that is _______________________________ of what Moses 
commanded when the Israelites approached the Jordan River for the very first time in Numbers 13. 

Notice that Joshua commands them “view the land, especially Jericho,” in 2:1.  

(6) The scene at Rahab’s house seems to ____________________________ lying or even dishonesty, 
but that simply isn’t the case.  Nowhere in Scripture is her lying condoned, in fact, lying as a whole is 

utterly condemned (see Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs 6:16-19; Ephesians 4:25; Revelation 21:8). It is 
her faith that  is later commended in Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25, not her dishonesty.  

(7) We must be impressed with her __________________________ in the God of Israel despite her 

idolatrous upbringing. Her conviction is impressive when she says in 2:9, “I know the Lord has given 
you the land.” Her statement there is one of the clearest examples of faith (as it’s defined according 

to Hebrews 11:1).  

(8) The ______________________________ between the Israelites spies and Rahab was bound with an 

oath. Their statement, “our lives for yours,” in 2:14 was not made callously.  Deuteronomy 6:13 and 

10:20 say oaths should be taken in the Lord’s name with “fear and service.” Surely, these men 
understood that idea and wholeheartedly planned to make good on their promise.  

(9) The Israelites did attach some _________________________________ upon their oath. They made 
her promise to “bind a scarlet cord from her window” in 2:18 and stay in her house. They said, 

“whoever goes outside the doors of your house, his blood shall be on his own head,” in 2:19. That 

exchange presupposes violence within the city walls of Jericho that could not be avoided. Her 
acceptance of those conditions says more about her faith. She was amenable to the ways of God 

and didn’t set terms.  

(10) Upon their return, the spies reported to Joshua. They spoke of the _________________________ 

that had fallen upon the Canaanites and attributed it to God, not the strength of their army. That 

point could have been easily misinterpreted by the Israelites.  



(11) Chapters 3-4 could easily be _______________________________, for they tell one complete 
story of Israel’s crossing the Jordan River.  In fact, I’d say the crossing and the placing of the 

memorial stones should never be separated when studying them. They are two sides of the same 

coin, the before and the after, and both represent a proper understanding of God. It’s God who 
parts the river, it’s God who delivers them all across, and it’s God who we worship and revere upon 

crossing the river.  

(12) The crossing itself is ____________________________________. According to 3:15, it was the 
“time of harvest, when the Jordan overflows”). While we can’t possibly understand what that meant 

that year, a typical year would produce swampy circumstances and a dangerous situation for 

women, children, and even cattle. Nothing about those conditions would make the crossing of 
several million people even possible without the loss of property or life. It should be obvious from 

the reading that God’s intervention was necessary. 

(13) 3:5 shows us Joshua’s command to " ___________________________ themselves,” before they 

crossed the river. That idea of “being set apart or consecrated” speaks to the importance of what 

was about to happen.  

(14) 3:14-17 bears a striking __________________________________ to the scene in Exodus 14 as 

Israel crossed the Red Sea. 3:17 says the “priests stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan,” and Exodus 14:22 says, “the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry 

ground.”  

(15) The _______________________________ in the final part of 3:17 should be placed on the word 
“all.” In some instances, it’s meant to be symbolic, not here. Both times its used it means the entirety 

of the Israelite people (minus those who stayed and settled east of the Jordan). At that moment, 
God delivered them like He promised and there was to be no confusion on anyone’s part. It’s also 

carried over into 4:1 as the author highlights God’s message to Joshua.  

(16) God’s command to gather _____________________________ and set up a memorial is worth 

observing. As Joshua commanded the men to do it, he explained, “this may be a sign among you 

when your children ask in time to come, ‘what do these stones mean to you?’” in 4:6. His emphasis 
in 4:7 that “these stones will be a memorial to the children of Israel forever,” should not be 

overlooked. Joshua knew the significance of what had happened and didn’t want time to be an 

excuse for it’s meaning to be forgotten.  

(17) 4:9 says Joshua also laid stones in the ______________________________ where the “feet of the 

priests who bore the ark of the covenant stood.” While that is much less noticeable, the author 
makes the statement “they are there to this day.”  

(18) The return of the river to its natural ________________________________ highlights the power of 

God and the fulfillment of His promise. Much like the crossing of the Red Sea, they were now ready 
to begin a new journey following their time crossing the Jordan.  

(19) Chapter 5 begins with another ___________________________ of what God’s miracles should do 
to those who observe. They should be in awe of what happens to God and God’s people when He 

decides to intercede.  

(20) 5:2-9 shows a ________________________________ of the covenant that had gone unheeded 
during the wilderness wanderings. Since the men hadn’t been circumcised following the 

commands of God, each of them were to follow through with that ritual upon entering the 
promised land. The author points to this action as something to remove the filth of the previous 

generation.  

(21) Following those events, the people __________________________________ the Passover there at 
Gilgal in 5:10-12. That event also highlighted the end of God’s provision of manna and their 

reliance upon the “produce of the land.” 

(22) The scene with the “____________________________ of the Lord’s Army” should be inspiring. No 

doubt, they were sent to encourage and strengthen Joshua. The word “commander” is used 

elsewhere to describe “princes” or “members of the royal court” and could easily be seen as 
angelic or divine. 


