
PSEUDEPIGRAPHA 
We’ve studied the history of the text, so now we must look at those books that sit right alongside 

of the text in historical context, but not within the confines of Holy Scripture. We call these books 

Pseudepigrapha or Deuterocanonical books. They do not meet the requirements of canonicity, but 

that doesn’t mean they possess no inherent value.  

1 The Pseudepigrapha contains books written between ___________ B.C. and ____________ A.D. 

However, many of them arose during the centuries right before Christ and right after Christ.  

2 The name Pseudepigrapha comes from the Greek word which means _________________ name 

or author. However, not all of them are given false authors, some are merely anonymous. The 

reason this came to fruition is because in antiquity, the author of a book was much less important 

than it is today. The authors didn’t seem to have a problem attributing their text to an ancient 

character to give it some value it didn’t have with their name.  

3 Collectively, they show us several things about the ancient world: 

 A The ___________________ of the Hebrews and early Christians.  

 B The ___________________ of the Hebrews and early Christians.  

 C They provide a _____________________ of communal life within Judaism and early    

 Christianity.  

4 Scholars use the term Pseudepigrapha to effectively label the extra-Biblical accounts told from 

a Jewish perspective included in the framework and timing of the Old Testament.  

 A The most significant is the Book of __________________. This book is supposedly the work 

 of Enoch, the man taken by God in Genesis 5. In it, God shows Enoch the secrets of the   

 universe, the course of history, and the future.  

 B The _______________________ of the Twelve Patriarchs is supposedly a volume from each   

 of the twelves sons of Jacob in which each patriarch reflects upon aspects of his life,   

 confesses his wrongdoing, exhorts his family to avoid his sins, and concludes with    

 predictions and instructions.  

 C The Sibylline _____________________ are attributed to the daughter of Noah and contains   

 a series of revelations that were edited and rewritten by Scribes throughout history.  

 D The __________________________ of Moses is supposedly written in a first-hand account   

 by the ancient lawgiver as a piece of advice to his successor given in a vision by God about   

 the future of Israel. It is actually referenced in Jude 9.  



 E ___________________ is a reworked account of Moses’ interaction with God on Mt. Sinai.   

 It was written somewhere around 150 B.C. and seems to be connected to the rule of   

 Antiochus Epiphanes IV. He severely attacked God’s Word and showed great disrespect to   

 Yahweh and this seems to highlight faithful Jew’s reaction to his wickedness.  

 F There are others including, The Books of Adam and Eve, The Martyrdom of Isaiah, and   

 The Treatise of Shem.  

5 The Apocrypha is considered different than the Jewish Pseudepigrapha. However, the biggest 

difference in them is merely the Apocrypha’s place in the Catholic Bible. Many of these books 

were considered important to the early Church. In 382 A.D., Jerome was commissioned by the 

Pope to make a new translation of the Bible. He went to Palestine to find original copies and 

discovered that these books were not as ancient as the others in the canon. The name Apocrypha 

was given to these books, it literally means “hidden things.” The list contains material as small as 

a chapter or two (Daniel) to entire books (Maccabees, Esdras). The list of the Apocrypha is 

below: 

  
 A Tobit was a Jew faithful to God, _________________ for his good works. 

 B Judith was a Jewish woman living in Jerusalem when the city was besieged by the   

 Assyrians who was __________________ and helped the Jews find victory.  

 C Additions to the Book of Esther 

 D The Wisdom of Solomon 

 E Ecclesiasticus resembles ___________________ but covers many more topics and ends with 

 a famous discourse about “the famous men of Israel.” 

 F Baruch was supposedly written by Jeremiah’s scribe. 

 G The Letter of Jeremiah, an addition to the Book of Jeremiah alongside of Baruch. 

 H Additions to the Book of Daniel including The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the   

 Three Jews, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon. 

 I 1 & 2 Macccabees which highlights the Maccabean ______________ from two perspectives,   

 Sadducees and Pharisees. 

 J 1 & 2 Esdras highlights Jewish history as _________________________ of ancient prophecy.   

 They are apocalyptic in nature. 

 K The Prayer of Manassah is a letter supposedly showing the evil king’s repentance before   

 death.  

 L Psalm 151, an addition to the ancient text. 

 M 3 Esdras and 3 & 4 Maccabees, further stories enhancing the ideas found earlier.  



6  In the end, there are several reasons why these book are rejected from the Canon: 

 A They were never included in the ___________________ list of authorized OT books by the   

 Jewish scribes and scholars.  

 B As far as Scripture presents it, these books were never considered canonical by    

 __________________ or any of his apostles, disciples.  

 C These books do not contain the intrinsic ___________________ of inspiration.  

 D These books have been shrouded with continual _____________________. Since they were   

 not considered authoritative by the Jewish Scribes, they had to find recognition elsewhere. 

 E They are often ________________________ in nature. In the NT apocryphal books you’ll find 

 Paul baptizing a lion, John commanding bedbugs to leave his bed, Jesus killing a child who 

 bumped His shoulder, and three men leaving the tomb of Christ with their heads in the   

 clouds.1 

7 It seems that these extra writings caused the Apostles a bit of heartache. Consider 2 

Thessalonians 2:2 and his words in 1 Corinthians 16:21, Galatians 6:11, and Colossians 4:18. 

__________________ 

1 Neil Lightfoot, How We Got the Bible, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2003, Third Edition), 163-171. 


