
INSPIRATION 
When discussing the text of the Holy Scriptures, we must understand how God gave it to us in the 

first place. That discussion centers on the idea of inspiration. While we are left in the dark about 

some details, Scripture itself defines inspiration and lets of see how God worked to deliver His 

message to mankind.  

As we study this week, we’ll see how the text was initially given to mankind: 

1 Inspiration is the first great ______________________ in the chain of communication from God to 

man.1 

2 When we discuss inspiration, we see that there are three views in modern scholarship to define 

what it is: 

 A The Bible ________________ the Word of God.2  This was the general consensus for   

 roughly 1800 years among Bible students.  

 B The Bible ________________________ the Word of God.3  To this view, certain parts of the   

 Bible are divine and true, but other parts are clearly human and in error. These legends,   

 myths, and false beliefs about science were incorporated into the Bible ignorantly.  

 C The Bible _________________________ the Word of God.4  Only in a personal encounter   

 does Scripture become divine. This is the mixture of the above two ideas. It allows a person 

 to rationalize God’s Word through the lens of a modern-day culture.  

3 The reality is that Scripture itself teaches that it is inspired: 

 A It teaches that inspiration is ________________.5  Second Timothy 3:16 declares that the   

 writings themselves are inspired. Exodus 24:4 says, “Moses wrote down all the words of   

 the Lord.” Isaiah was told to “inscribe in a book” God’s everlasting message in 30:8 and the 

 prophet Samuel in Second Samuel 23:2 said, “The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; His   

 word is on my tongue.” The Bible says its very words come from God.  

 B It teaches that inspiration is ____________________.6  Scripture claims that no part of it is   

 without full authority from God (see Second Timothy 3:16). Paul also mentioned in Romans 

 15:4 that ”whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction.” Jesus   

 Himself, provided evidence of the fullness and wholeness of Scripture when He quoted   

 about the creation (e.g. Matthew 19:4-6) and the miracle of Jonah (e.g. Matthew    

 12:39-40). Scripture is clear - everything you read is fully authoritative, nothing in Scripture 

 came without divine origin.  

 C It teaches that inspiration gives __________________________.7  John 10:35 says “Scripture   

 cannot be broken.” Luke 24:44 says, “everything written…must be fulfilled” and 16:17 says, 

 “it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.” 



4 Inspiration implies ___________________________.  

 A Inerrancy means “without ____________________.” Whatever God utters is the truth   

 without error. If God cannot lie (e.g. Hebrews 6:18) and His Word is “truth” (e.g. John 17:17) 

 then there can be no mistakes.8 

 B That does not mean we can’t _________________________ incorrectly. Remember this   

 statement - insofar as the text is properly translated, we have the Word of God.  

 C Some people wrongly claim that the Bible is merely a ____________________ book and full 

 of human errors. Inspiration says that’s not true.  

 D God, through providence, ______________________ authors, who as humans were capable   

 of errors, to refrain from error when writing His book. Remember the word of Peter in   

 Second Peter 1:21, “no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 

 God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”9 

5 There is a basic argument to be made to defend the inspiration of the Bible:  

  
 A ________________ can be known. 

 B The ____________________ of true is false. 

 C It is true that _______________ exists and He cannot lie (e.g. Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2).  

 D If God exists, then ________________________ are possible. 

 E Miracles can be used to ___________________ a message from God (e.g. John 3:2). 

 F The New Testament is ____________________________ reliable. 

 G In the New Testament, Jesus claimed to be God in _________________ flesh (e.g. John   

 8:59). 

 H Many miracles were _______________________ to confirm Jesus’ claim (e.g. Matthew   

 11:4-5). 

 I Therefore, Jesus is _____________. 

 J So whatever Jesus taught was ________________ (e.g. Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2).  

 K Jesus taught that the ___________________ was the Word of God (e.g. Matthew 24:35). 

 L Therefore, the Bible is the ________________ of God (and whatever is opposed to it is   

 false).10 

6  When the Bible __________________ to be from God it is validating the contents of the text. 

These claims come from honest, straight-thinking men and deserve our strongest consideration. 



The Bible teaches that it’s very words are divine and we cannot uphold some of the message 

without validating all of the message.11 

7  The Bible makes no _____________________. The book itself makes some pretty extreme claims. 

“Your Word is truth (John 17:17), “The Law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalm 19:7), and “The sum of 

Your Word is truth” (Psalm 119:160). These are not half-hearted statements. Nothing in them 

suggests that the reader should take the things read with a grain of salt. It says the Bible is truth, 

not just something resembling truth. If that’s the case, then we must take the entirety of it 

seriously.12 

__________________ 
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