
The 

prophet 
Lesson No. 6 - Hope and a Future  (Chapters 30-33) 

After years and chapters of scorn and judgment, the Lord gives Jeremiah a message of hope. These 
chapters stand out in Jeremiah but their message shouldn’t be overlooked. Yes, God is disappointed 
in Judah. Yes, they have sinned and judgment is coming from Babylon. But God will not forget them 
and abandon them. They’re too important to Him.  

God Promises Israel a Better Day (Jeremiah 30:1-31:26) 

(a) The language used here is equally powerful when compared to the doom and gloom found 
elsewhere in the book. Notice the redemptive phrases God uses in this section: 

 (1) He will burst their bonds (30:8) 

 (2) Foreigners shall no longer enslave them (30:8) 

 (3) I will save you from afar (30:10) 

 (4) Jacob (Israel) shall have rest and be quiet (30:10) 

 (5) I am with you to save you (30:11) 

 (6) Those who plunder you shall become plunder (30:16) 

 (7) I will restore health to you and heal your wounds (30:17) 

 (8) The city shall be built upon its own mound (30:18) 

 (9) I will multiply them (30:19) and their children shall be as before (20:20) 

 (10) You shall yet plant vines on the mountains of Samaria (31:5) 

 (11) There shall be a day when the watchmen cry, “Let us go up to Zion to the Lord” (31:6) 

 (12) He who scattered Israel will gather him and keep him as a shepherd (31:10) 

 (13) I will turn their mourning into joy (31:13) 

 (14) There is hope in your future (31:17) 

 (15) I have replenished every sorrowful soul (31:25)  

(b) Jeremiah’s response to this vision is to admit his “sleep was sweet,” in 31:26. Surely, this message 
came to him in a dream, yet it was still impactful.  



The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:27-40) 

(c) A special emphasis in this section is given to 31:31-34. Not only is that section incredibly powerful, 
it is repeated (and validated as a consequence of the Church’s inauguration) in Hebrews 8:8-12. This 
section shows the foreknowledge of God and the subsequent plan that was put in place throughout 
the OT and NT dispensations.  

(d) Don’t overlook the promise also made in 31:38-40 though. Could this be an illusion to the “New 
Jerusalem” mentioned in Revelation 21:9-27.  

Jeremiah Buys a Piece of Land (32:1-44) 

(e) In 32:1-5, Jeremiah is imprisoned by the king because of his prophecies against Israel.  

(f) While there, the Lord commands him to buy a piece of land from his cousin Hanamel. The field is 
located in Anathoth about 3 miles north of Jerusalem. After the legal proceeding made the purchase 
official, Jeremiah commanded Baruch the scribe to “put the deeds in an earthen vessel that may last 
many days,” in 32:14. He’s told to do that so there will be a record when “fields and vineyards shall be 
possessed again in this land,” in 32:15.  

(g) In a fairly uncommon (yet reasonable) response from Jeremiah, he asks God “Why?” in 32:16-26. 
Surely, we can sympathize with Jeremiah at this moment. He’s only human and his response reflects 
that despite his intimacy with God.  

(h) God’s response should remind you of his discourse with Job (chapters 38-41). He asks Jeremiah, 
“is there anything too hard for Me?” in 32:27. The Lord goes on to describe (once again) why this is 
happening in 32:28-35. He is clear and concise, this is happening because Israel was sinful, wicked, 
and idolatrous.  

(i) However, this time He adds the section found in 32:36-44 and offers more hope. He says, “I will 
bring Israel back to this place,” in 32:37; “I will make an everlasting covenant with them,” in 32:40; and 
“I will bring on them all the good that I have promised,” in 32:42.  

The Promise of the Messiah (33:1-26) 

(j) This section contains the most Messianic references in all of Jeremiah and frames the coming of 
Jesus as a promise that requires the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the return of the captives. In 
33:14-16, He speaks about that “good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel.” He 
connects it to a “branch of righteousness from David,” who will “execute judgment and righteousness 
on the earth,” in 33:15.  

(k) The emphatic statement in 33:16, “in those days Judah will be saved by someone called ‘The Lord 
of Righteousness,’” is a not-too-veiled announcement of Jesus’ work and divinity.  




