
THE BIRTH OF THE BIBLE 
While we believe God is wholly behind the Biblical message and that He used many different 

authors and many different situations across many centuries to write the actual text, we just can 

not possibly know when the process officially began. We have none of the original books (called 

autographs) of either testament, and even if we did, dating them would be problematic without 

verifiable external evidence. While we do have some historical records that point us in the right 

direction, there is a still a bit of faith needed in the One behind this entire process. We must truly 

revere the providence of God and how He worked in our world before the Biblical text was 

produced and we must trust His guidance as the text was delivered. 

As we study this week, we’ll see the process in which God delivered the text into the hands of the 

original readers of Scripture.   

1 As we think about the birth of the Bible, we must first recognize the fact that God has been 

______________________________ with us since the beginning of time. He spoke to Adam and Eve 

in the Garden, He sent angels to Abraham, and dreams to Joseph. God spoke to mankind 

according to Hebrews 1:1 “in various ways” (NKJV). However, it was through the written text that 

His message would be delivered permanently. Consider the reasons below as why a written text 

is better than these previous forms of communication: 

 A Writing is __________________________. For a thought to be expressed in writing, the  

 author would be required to understand it.1  Through inspiration, God spoke  

 precisely what He wanted in a way that the authors could understand and then pass 

 along.  

 B Writing is __________________________. A thought will be preserved longer in a written  

 text than through memory alone. While stories have their place, details can be  

 misrepresented. This form of communication allowed details to be preserved precisely as  

 they were meant to be in the first place.  

 C Writing is __________________________. A written expression caries with it a note of  

 finality not inherent in other forms of communication. This finality transcends the  

 subjectivity of each individual reader.2 When we speak we often find reason  

 to change our mind. However, putting thoughts down on paper makes us consider them,  

 weigh them, and eventually share them only after a proper amount of diligence.  

 D Writing makes _____________________________ easier. Written language is so much easier  

 to spread, copy, and revisit all over again. No matter how carefully a sermon or conversation  

 is worded, there is always a greater chance for corruption or alteration within that  

 communication than a letter or written text provides.3  



2 The Bible we have today is very different from the original _________________________ people 

held in their hands long ago. Scrolls were the primary source of literature in the Ancient Near 

East (i.e. ANE) and were useful for centuries. A scroll was made of papyrus or leather sheets 

glued together end-to-end. The writing was arranged in columns, each roughly 4 to 5 inches in 

width. While the scrolls varied in size, a large Biblical book (i.e. Acts, Joshua) would be roughly 

30 feet long and 1 foot wide.4 

3 If we examine the Biblical text, we’ll find that ___________________ is the first person we find 

writing God’s Word to preserve it for the future.5 

 A In Exodus 17:14, God commanded him to write about the destruction of the Amalektes.  

  
 B In Exodus 24:4, he wrote the “all the words of the Lord.” 

 C In Exodus 34:27-28, he wrote the Ten Commandments because the Lord  

 commanded him to “write these words” on “two tablets of stone” (34:1). 

 D In Numbers 33, he wrote a detailed history of Israel’s wilderness wanderings.  

 E In Deuteronomy 31:9, 24-26, he wrote the “the law and delivered it to the priests,” and  

 then commanded them to “take this Book of the Law and put it beside the ark of the  

 covenant.”  

 F He also “wrote this song” in Deuteronomy 31:22 which is recorded in Deuteronomy 32. 

4 While we have no idea who wrote all the books of the Old Testament, it is generally considered 

authoritative in the Hebrew and Christian faiths that Moses wrote the entirety of the 

________________________ or Torah ( Hebrew word for “teaching” or “instruction”). Many books of 

the OT are anonymous but still held in high regard due to the meticulous nature of the Hebrew 

scholars and the uniqueness of their theocracy (def., a form of government in which a deity is the 

source from which all authority is given, acquired).  

5 While Moses was the first, he was not the only OT father who also wrote about the _____________ 

of God’s children (e.g. Joshua, Samuel, Jeremiah, Nehemiah). There are even examples in OT 

literature where a Hebrew consults the past writings of his Jewish brothers (e.g. Daniel 9:2; 

Nehemiah 8:1) 

6 The OT text grew _____________________ and came to be assembled in a rough arrangement 

similar to the one we have today around the time of Ezra (400 B.C.).6 

7 The Bible we have today is typically arranged (with some exceptions including the Hebrew Bible’s 

order and the inclusion of the Apocrypha in the Catholic Bible) in the typical order found on the 

next page. Even though the arrangement is different, the OT books included in the Christian Bible 

are the same as the ones found in the Hebrew Bible.7 



Old Testament New Testament

Law

Genesis 
Exodus 

Leviticus 
Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Gospels

Matthew 
Mark  
Luke 
John

History

Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 

1, 2 Samuel 
1, 2 Kings 

1, 2 Chronicles 
Ezra 

Nehemiah 
Esther 

History Acts

Poetry

Job 
Psalms 

Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 

Song of Solomon

Epistles

Romans 
1,2 Corinthians 

Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 

1,2 Thessalonians 
1,2 Timothy 

Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 

1,2 Peter 
1,2,3, John 

Jude 

Prophets

Isaiah 
Jeremiah 

Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Jonah 
Micah 
Naham 

Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 

Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

Prophecy Revelation



8 Interpreting the message found within each book _________________________ an understanding of 

the particular type of literature it contains. The books of history are not meant to be studied and 

learned just like the books of prophecy. Consult the insert pages entitled “Studying the Old 

Testament and New Testament” to see how different our approach to these books should be.  

9 The Bible itself was written in _____________ different languages: 

 A _____________________________ - Almost the entirety of the OT was written in this ancient  

 language that is still the spoken language of Israel today. To those of us from the United  

 States, Hebrew is a very strange language. It is written backwards (from right to left),  

 without vowels and contains many sounds that would seem foreign to us.8 It was a pictorial  

 language that spoke with vivid, bold metaphors that often dramatizes the message. It was a  

 language that provided the reader an opportunity to feel the message.9  

 B ______________________________ - A language that has a whole lot in common with  

 Hebrew. By the time the Israelites returned from the exile (500 B.C.) it was the common  

 language and was still the common language when Christ was ministering in Judea, Galilee,  

 and Samaria (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34, Jesus saying “Eloi, Eloi, lama, sabachthani”).10  

 Only a handful of OT sections contain this language (Genesis 31:47; Jeremiah 10:11; Daniel  

 2:4-7:28; and Ezra 4:8-6:18; 7:12-26). 

 C ______________________________ - The Greek langauge of the day used as the universal  

 language (much like English today) was Koine (“common”) Greek. It would have been the  

 most widely known language throughout the Roman world.11 For years, the language was  

 hidden from scholars until many recent discoveries among ancient Greek papyri validated  

 its existence outside of the NT text.12 It was a unique language, very different from the  

 Greek spoken today. It was somewhat influenced by Latin and many words we get in the  

 NT come from that language (e.g. centurion, tribute, legion).13 You can see how much  

 Hebrew, Greek, and Latin would have been interchangeable in Palestine when you consider  

 Christ’s title “King of the Jews” was written on the sign above His head on the cross in all  

 three languages (John 19:20). 

10 We are indebted to the ___________________________ who for years copied the ancient Holy text 

and passed it down from generation to generation. These scribes “kept aglow the lamp of 

knowledge and especially contributed to the preservation of the text.”14 One scribe, in the notes of 

his manuscript wrote “this is the end of the book - thanks be to God!”15 

__________________ 
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