
THE ONE WHO WAS UNWORTHY 
The story of John the Baptist is one that presupposes the coming of the Messiah. John 

was always meant to be a background character. He was meant to point people to Christ, 

not to himself. Ironically, the Jews made a bigger deal out of John than John felt was 

worthy. Truly, this great man is worthy of our respect and honor because he did a great 

job preparing the world for the One to come.  

His story begins with a woman and a man unaware of the great opportunity God was 

about to bestow upon them.  

 (a) Luke 1 sets the __________________. In verses 5-7, we’re given a God’s-eye-view 

 of the situation He is about to divinely intervene upon.  

 (b) We learn that Zacharias is a ___________________ (1:5), married to Elizabeth,  

 who is also from the tribe of Levi (i.e. “the daughters of Aaron).  

 (c) It also says they were “both _______________________ before God, walking in all  

 the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (1:6).  

 (d) However, like each set of potential parents in this series, she was _____________  

 and also “advanced in years” (1:7).  

 (e) 1:8-12 give us a _____________________ into the daily life of priests. Zacharias  

 was selected due to “his lot” (or more than likely divine providence) to “burn  

 incense in the temple.” While he was in the temple, an angel appeared and   

 frightened him.  

 (f) In 1:13-17, the angel explains to Zacharias the path God is about to put him  

 upon and his unborn son: 

  His ________________________ has been heard (1:13). 

  Elizabeth will __________________ him a son, named John (1:13). 

  He will have ______________ and ____________________ and many will rejoice  

  at his birth (1:14). 

  He will be __________________ in the “sight of the Lord” (1:15) and will “go  

  before God in the spirit and power of Elijah” (1:17). 



  He shall not drink ________________ or _________________________ (1:15). 

  He will be __________________ with the “Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb” 

  (1:15). 

  He will “________________ many of the children of Israel to the Lord their  

  God” (1:16). 

 (g) Like many people who have __________________ about their circumstances,  

 Zacharias asks the angel, “how shall I know this?” in 1:18. 

 (h) The angel, who identifies himself as ___________________ says, “you will be mute 

 and unable to speak until these things take place (i.e. John’s birth) because you  

 did not believe” (1:19-20).  

 (i) The story then zooms out and mentions the Jew’s __________________ at   

 Zacharias’ lengthy stay in the temple. When he comes out mute, they “perceive  

 that he had seen a vision” according to 1:21-22.  

 (j) Following the _____________________ of his service in the temple, Zacharias  

 returned home and his wife Elizabeth became pregnant with John (1:23-25).  

The story of John’s birth takes a backseat at this moment in Luke as Gabriel is once again 

sent with a message. This time he visits with Mary, the mother of Jesus and delivers a 

similar announcement.  

 (k) Starting in Luke 1:39, we see the _____________________ of Mary to the house  

 of Zacharias and Elizabeth. There, several noteworthy moments unfold: 

  The baby in Elizabeth’s womb _______________ when she heard the greeting  

  of Mary entering the house (1:41).  

  Elizabeth was ________________ with the Holy Spirit at the same time (1:41).  

  In 1:42-43, Elizabeth _______________________ Mary by saying “why is this  

  granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” 

  Following Mary’s Magnificat in 1:46-55, we learn she _________________  

  with them for three months (1:56). 



 (l) Eventually, Elizabeth gave birth to a healthy _____________, just as Gabriel had  

 prophesied and “her neighbors and relatives rejoiced with her” (1:57).  

 (m) When it came time to _______________________ the boy on the 8th day   

 following his birth, their relatives and friends wanted to name him Zacharias after  

 his father, but Elizabeth and Zacharias said (or wrote), “his name is    

 John” (1:59-63).  

 (n) Immediately, 1:64 tells us, “Zacharias’ _________________ was opened and his  

 tongue loosed and he spoke, praising God.” 

 (o) Notice, the final verse about his birth. 1:66 says, “the ________________ of the  

 Lord was with him.” That connects really well to the final verse in this chapter, 1:80  

 which says, “the child grew and became strong in spirt.” 

 (p) One final thought, Zacharias’ ____________________ beginning in 1:68 is truly  

 worth knowing. Much like Hannah’s prayer and Mary’s Magnificat, it is the voice of 

 one who God has touched who is thankful and faithful.  

THOUGHTS 
The birth of John the Baptist is truly remarkable. In all the NT, it stands alongside only 

Christ’s birth as one worth the Holy Spirit’s time. His place in this world is not debatable. 

He prepared the world for Christ by being “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” (i.e. 

Luke 3:4 and Isaiah 40:3). Christ said, “among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist” in Matthew 11:11 and went to him to be baptized. 

His unique role as the last of the OT prophets and the forerunner of Christ is truly 

remarkable. His birth, as one of the “sons of promise” is noteworthy as well. May we be 

thankful for him, his parents, and the valuable lessons we learn from them. 


