
Lesson Six:
The Long Goodbye
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

The end is near for the first part of Jesus’ ministry in this 
world. The crucifixion is just days away, but Jesus is not done 
with His disciples. This is another large section of 
conversation involving Jesus and a crowd. The largest part of 
this conversation happens the hours before His trial (while 
Judas is betraying Him to the Jews) and He is gathered with His 
apostles. 

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Anointing at Bethany (12:1-11)
Jesus is gathered with close friends (perhaps at Lazarus’ house) 
for a meal when Mary anoints the feet of Jesus with oil.

a This is the first instance where __________________________ 
is labeled as a thief. Notice that John alludes to future 
events by describing Judas as one “who would betray” Jesus. It 
is evidence once again that this was written by an eye-witness 
to the events. 

b When it says he (Judas) had the __________________ _________ 
it gives us a small bit of insight into the roles the Apostles 
played. It is safe to assume that there were other jobs that 
some of the other Apostles filled among the group.

c John’s ___________________________ about the situation in 
verses 9-11 highlight a suspected problem from the previous 
chapter. Lazarus’ life was strong evidence that Jesus was 
powerful and able to do things men couldn’t typically do.

No. 2 The Triumphant Entry (12:12-36)
This scene is famous for its imagery of Jesus riding atop a 
donkey with the crowd bowing down and worshipping Him in the 



holy city of Jerusalem. It should be noted that they crowd was 
in Jerusalem for the Passover Feast and its not ironic that 
Jesus is the “lamb led to the slaughter.”

a Verse 15 is a quotation from _______________________.

b Verse 19 highlights a _______________________ for the 
Pharisees. Jesus popularity was something unheard of for that 
time period. To them, He was a problem that only could get 
worse and worse the longer they leave it unchecked.

c The ____________________ came to Philip more than likely 
because he had a Greek name and potentially a Greek-born 
Jewish family. He went to Andrew with the request and Andrew 
(just like before) brings people to Jesus.

d To some witnesses, the voice from heaven was _______________ 
while others said “an angel has spoken to Him.” More than 
likely that means the large part of the group didn’t 
understand or didn’t hear correctly.

e Verses 37-43 contains John’s ____________________________ on 
the situation arising that day. He speaks after the fact (more 
than likely) remembering the moments as they happened but 
understanding now with the big picture in mind. 

f Verse 42 highlights the situation that _____________________ 
and (more than likely) Joseph of Arimathea found themselves 
in. Unwilling to publicly support Jesus, but privately 
convinced that He was the Son of God.

g Some time passes (more than likely during the same day) and 
Jesus addresses a gathered crowd again in verses 44-50. This 
section ______________________ many of the ideas of light/
darkness from the prologue.

No. 3 Jesus washes the Disciples Feet (13:1-30)
This event unfolds prior to Jesus’ arrest in the garden of 
Gethsemane and public trial. Jesus and His closes friends and 
companions have retreated from the public places and are 
partaking in one final meal together before His death. It’s at 
this moment that He takes the time to teach them many great 
lessons by action and a lengthy speech which composes our next 
section.



a Notice that verse 2 says _________________________ had put 
it into Judas’ heart the temptation to betray Jesus.

b Washing feet was a _________________________ job, not the 
job of a rabbi.

c Notice that once again, it’s _____________________ who is 
quick to speak up first.

d Verse 12 implies that Jesus washed ___________________ feet 
knowing that He would betray Him soon.

e Jesus quotes from ____________________ in verse 18 referring 
to Judas.

f Notice that Jesus is __________________ with them just like 
He was when telling them about Lazarus (see “Lazarus is 
dead”).

g Jesus clearly gives ________________________ the piece of 
bread acknowledging that he would betray Him. How is it that 
the other Apostles couldn’t understand but presumed Judas had 
something else to do?

______________________________________________________________

h Judas knew what the piece of ___________________ meant. 
Please notice it says he went out immediately. Jesus is now 
going to use the time Judas takes to betray Him to teach one 
final time before His death to those most loyal and close to 
Him, the Apostles.

No. 4 A Prophecy about Peter (13:31-38)
Jesus addresses the 11 apostles remaining in the room following 
Judas’ exit. In that moment He comments about what is about to 
happen before Peter (notoriously) makes a promise he will not be 
able to keep.

a It’s not ______________________________ that Jesus says the 
world will know Christians by their love for one another 
(13:35). 

b Jesus is _________________________ telling the apostles that 
they have a job to do following His departure from this world 
(13:36).



c Jesus tells Peter that a rooster will crow after he has 
denied Jesus ____________ times (13:38).

No. 5 The Way, Truth, and Life (14:1-31)
This chapter is the continuation of the same conversation Jesus 
is having with the eleven remaining apostles in the room with 
Him that night. This chapter contains dialogue between Jesus and 
3 of the apostles: Thomas, Philip, and the other Judas (not 
Iscariot).

a Jesus clearly tells them that He is ______________________ 
to go be somewhere else (14:1-4).

b Jesus response to ___________________ in 14:6 may be the 
simplest definition of who Jesus really is. That verse 
encompasses everything the gospels contain in their stories, 
narratives, and recollections of Jesus.

c Jesus seems to be _________________________ with Philip in 
14:9-11.

d Jesus gives us the ___________________ inference that we 
should pray and ask for help from God in His name. However, is 
the promise He makes that day something that still holds true 
today or was it simply for the group in that room?

_____________________________________________________________

e Jesus says the ___________________, the Spirit of Truth, 
will abide with the apostles forever. It says He will dwell in 
you and be with you but also that “the world cannot receive 
Him” in 14:16-17. What could that mean?

_____________________________________________________________

No. 6 I am the Vine, you are the Branches (15:1-27)
This is another continuation of the same speech. Jesus really 
doesn’t move topics, He stays focused on delivering a final 
encouragement, motivation, and inspiration to His friends. 



a Once again, Jesus __________________________ them to keep 
His commandments (15:10-11).

b 15:13 is Jesus ________________________ to the upcoming 
events in a way that draws the sacrifice away from Himself and 
onto the act itself.

c Two times in chapter 15 (vs. 16,18), Jesus says He 
_________________ the apostles. A choice reflects thought, 
planning, and careful consideration. That should have made 
them reflect later in life on the choice of Judas Iscariot. He 
was chosen as they were, after all.

d Verse 27 highlights one of the ___________________________ 
of being an apostle that no one can lay claim to today. These 
men were all with Jesus from “the beginning.”

No. 7 Some Final Words and a Prayer (16:1-17:26)
This final section of the speech contains Jesus last 
instructions to the apostles before His death and eventual 
resurrection and a prayer for them and for us.

a There is some _____________________ among the apostles in 
relation to what Jesus said in 15:12-16. 

b Jesus compares the ___________________ experience to 
childbirth. The trial and crucifixion will be like the pain a 
woman endures and the resurrection and victory over sin and 
death will be like holding a newborn.

c Jesus prophecies that the apostles will ___________________ 
during the trial and crucifixion (16:32). Isn’t it ironic that 
they knew what to do but couldn’t do it even in the face of 
brutal honesty.

d The ____________________ Jesus offers on behalf of those He 
loves in this moment is inspirational and poignant. Always 
thinking of others, He gives them one final moment where they 
can learn from His words and actions.

e Jesus also prays for ____________________ disciples who will 
learn from the apostles (16:20). 


