
Lesson Three:
Out of the Gates
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

The first year of Jesus’ ministry according to John will set the 
stage for many truths. We’ll find the first miracle and Jesus’ 
first trip to Jerusalem as the ministering Messiah. His famous 
visits with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman at the well and 
the first two of seven signs pointing to the deity of Jesus 
found in the early part of this gospel. It is easy to get lost 
in the early success of Jesus’ ministry and wonder why His 
message didn’t resonate with more Jews (especially the Pharisees 
considering what Nicodemus says in 3:2).

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Wedding in Cana (2:1-12)
Weddings were community-wide events during the First Century 
that would have drawn the attention of immediate families and 
close friends. Someone familiar to the families of Jesus and His 
disciples was getting married and had personally invited them to 
the event (2:2). It’s strange that very little is said of who 
the wedding is for, the ceremony itself, or the occasion on 
which Jesus’ mother felt compelled to help with the problem.

a ________________________________ was very important to the 
Jewish people so this was a legitimate problem for the family.

b Mary’s statement to Jesus in Verse 3 implies one of two 
things: she knew He could either __________________________ 
wine or He could ________________________ wine.

c Jesus ________________________ seems to clarify that He 
believes she wanted Him to perform a miracle. 

d His statement in Verse 4 surely means in the context, “It is 
not yet time for me to act.” 



e The description of the stone waterpots seem to be from 
someone who was there. You can also see John remembering the 
moment and recalling the details.

f The waterpots were there for ____________________________ of 
hands, cups, plates to serve. 

g The ________________ of the feast was a person chosen by the 
family to organize the wedding feast. He would have been the 
first person to try the wine before it was served.

h The word oinos translated as _____________________ does not 
(in and of itself) indicate alcoholic or non-alcoholic “fruit 
of the vine.” Surely, it would be difficult for any person to 
hear God’s admonitions against drunkenness and believe the 
Lord would create an intoxicating drink. Some wine was created 
with an insignificant amount of fermentation so that it could 
be preserved. It wasn’t meant to be consumed as alcohol is 
today. Would it make sense to believe the “good wine” is the 
freshest, most flavorful, and least fermented of the wine?

i Could the idea of ____________ ______________ simply mean 
the banquet was almost over and the group was satisfied? When 
we know the first century world would drink wine as a part of 
the meal, less a beverage and more a side dish then that 
interpretation has some merits as a distinct possibility. 

No. 2 The First Trip to Jerusalem (2:13-3:21)
Jesus would spend a lot of time in Jerusalem before His death. 
This first visit is particularly interesting because of the two 
recorded events: Jesus cleansing the temple and the visit from 
Nicodemus.

a Jesus cleansing the temple was a _____________________ 
picture of God (through Jesus) passing judgment upon those who 
corrupt His teaching and His worship.

b Jesus’ teaching was producing ____________________________ 
but He was still hesitant to trust many of them because of 
their hearts and intentions (23-25). That sounds strangely 
similar to His earlier statements to Simon and Nathaniel 
(1:42,48).

c Nicodemus comes to see Jesus in the _______________________ 
according to 3:2. Why would he come at night?



d Nicodemus statement in 3:2 implies that he is not the only 
one who knows Jesus is special. How big of a group could it 
be? The entirety of the Pharisees? A group aquatinted with the 
man himself? More than likely a large enough group who wielded 
influence that they didn’t want to be seen at daytime visiting 
with Jesus.

e The Kingdom of ________________ would be something that 
should get Nicodemus thoughts going. Isn’t a Jew already a 
part of God’s Kingdom. What does Jesus mean by this new birth? 
His question is one that most people with an earthly-pointed 
theology would ask. The Jews continually thought about the 
Messiah in an earthly way. Jesus teaches this “teacher of 
Israel” that the Messiah is concerned with heavenly things.

f Verses 19-21 seem to connect back to the __________________, 
specifically 1:11-13.

No. 3 John the Baptist Exalts Jesus Again (3:22-36)
Once again John is questioned about his role in the religious 
world of First Century Israel. He once again points the crowds 
and his accusers to Jesus.

a John was still ___________________________ after Jesus began 
teaching and baptizing as well. Why?

b John’s statement in 3:30 is the ____________________________ 
of his place as messenger and forerunner. He goes on to 
illuminate in verse 31 that he is “earthly” and Jesus is from 
“above.”

No. 4 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (4:1-45)
This short exchange between Jesus and a marginalized member of 
their society is truly symbolic of Jesus’ place as Messiah. 
Remember what He said in 3:17? That idea is personified in this 
story. There is no point to discuss how out-of-the-ordinary this 
encounter would have been to the First Century world. This type 
of conversation wouldn’t and didn’t happen.

a Jesus ________________________________ to the woman would 
have been a social gaffe. He took it a step farther and 
interacted with her and taught her.

b Jesus ___________________________ her integrity when He 
asked her to bring her husband. Remember 2:23-25.



c Even though she wasn’t a Jew she knew the __________________ 
was coming. That idea would have been something she was either 
taught or heard through gossip.

d Jesus’ ___________________________ were astonished that He 
would have anything to do with this woman. 

e Jesus’ lesson about the ____________________________________ 
harvest seems to be something that John and the other Apostles 
would only really grasp with time. They were a lot like the 
Jews, still struggling at times with this earthly (vs. 31-33) 
vs. spiritual (vs. 34-38) discussion.

f The woman became an early __________________________ because 
she brought people to Christ when she believed. Her role is 
the same as ours and we hope to hear what the Samaritans said 
to her in verse 42.

No. 5 The Second Recorded Miracle (4:43-54)
Jesus arrives in Galilee from His travels through Judea and 
Samaria. While He is there, He will teach His neighbors and heal 
a rich man’s son (the 2nd of 7 miracles found in the first 12 
chapters).

a Notice that the Galileans ______________________________ 
because of what they saw Jesus do in Jerusalem.

b The nobleman ____________________ to Jesus not wanting to 
wait for the odd chance that He would come to Capernaum. 

c The nobleman doesn’t ________________________ with Jesus’ 
statement from verse 48. Instead he wastes no more time with 
the request. 

d The nobleman and his family believe _____________________ of 
the miracle they witnessed. There is no reason to believe 
their faith wasn’t genuine. It was typical of the Jews of that 
day and age. The Hebrews author would speak of the short-
sidedness of that faith in 11:1.


