
lesson two 
chapters 1 + 2

outline

 I An Introduction to God the Father (1:1)
 II Jesus is Better than the Prophets (1:1-3)
 III Jesus is Better than Angels, Part One (1:4-14)
 IV An Exhortation and Warning (2:1-4)
 V Jesus is Better than Angels, Part Two (2:5-18)

Neil Lightfoot in his commentary on Hebrews said that ‘the opening words !of Hebrews" are 
a kind of foretaste of all that is to follow, in which the author will seek to demonstrate the 
absolute supremacy of the Christian religion’ !p 53).

passages

 I An Introduction to God the Father (1:1)

  Notes
  A God who speaks to His creation is the distinguishing mark to true religion. 
  This simple idea separates the God of the Bible from any and every false deity 
  man has sought to create and worship !i.e. Elijah and Mt. Carmel". 

  Thoughts

  1 God desires to ______________________________ with His people.

  2 God spoke to ‘our _______________________________ through direct 
  revelation and the inspired message of the prophets. 

  3 God is the ____________________________ of all scripture !see also 2 
  Tim 3:16-17).

 II Jesus is Better than the Prophets (1:1-3)

  Notes
  ‘Last days’ is simply the time when prophecy is fulfilled through the Messiah 
  and the kingdom. The OT speaks of it (Gen 49:1; Num 24:14; Isa 2:2; Hos 3:5) 



  along with the NT writers who speak of their days as ones of fulfillment (Acts 
  2:17; 1 Cor 10:11; 1 Pet 1:20). These ‘last days’ are the final days of history. 
  They are the days when God’s Will is presented in its fullness. 

  Thoughts

  1 Jesus is God’s Son; prophets were merely _____________________ called 
  by God.

  2 There were many prophets but there is just _________________ Son.

  3 Jesus holds 7 credentials that makes Him better than the prophets:

   He is _________________________ of all things.

   He is the ______________________________ of this world.

   He is the ____________________________ of God !i.e. a ref lection".

   He is the ___________________ ____________________ of God.

   He _________________________________ the universe.

   He is our ______________ ___________________ !i.e. ‘made 
   purification".

   He is _____________________________ at the right hand of God.

 III Jesus is Better than Angels, Part One (1:4-14)

  Notes
  Jesus is described as something greater than the angels because of His 
  Name. This seems to imply that by His Divine Nature, His message, life, and 
  position in the Kingdom will be greater than that of the angels. It signifies the 
  differences in the very nature of who Jesus is compared to that of the angels. 
  Because the Jews valued the role of angels so much, the author uses the OT 
  text to prove Christ’s superiority.

  List of Quotations from OT
  1:5 - Psa 2:7 and 2 Sam 7:14 1:5 



  1:6 - Deut 32:43 and Psa 97:7 
  1:7 - Psa 104:4
  1:8 + 9 - Psa 45:6-7
  1:10 + 11 + 12 - Psa 105:25-27; Isa 34:4, 51:6
  1:13 - Psa 110:1
   
  Thoughts

  1 Jesus is God’s ________________________ (1:5).

  2 The angels __________________________ Jesus (1:6). 

  3 The angels __________________________ to Jesus (1:7).

  4 Jesus is ________________________________ above the angels (1:9).

  5 Jesus is __________________________ (1:10).

  6 Jesus is __________________________ (1:11). 

 IV An Exhortation and a Warning (2:1-4)

  Notes
  This short passage looks like a digression from the main thesis of the book, 
  but it really is a natural continuation of the topic. Think of it like this: Since 
  God has spoken through the Son (1:2), we must pay attention to what He said 
  (2:1).

  Thoughts

  1 The word ____________________________ should be our first clue that 
  this will connect to the previous discussion. The word ‘therefore’ or 
  ‘wherefore’ is found 26 times in the book of Hebrews.

  2 The phrase ‘what we have heard’ in 2:1 refers to the __________________ 

  _______________________ found in 2:3.

  3 What is the message declared by angels? ___________________________



  4 Pay careful attention to the choice of words used: ____________________
  instead of reject. Same word is used in Matt 22:5, ‘paid no attention.’

  5 God’s message first came from the _______________________________ .

  6 Then it was _________________________________ to others by those 
  who first heard it. (2:3)

  7 It was then ____________________________ by God through miraculous 
  gifts. The purpose of these gifts was to ‘confirm’ the Message of God !see Mk 
  16:19-20).

 V Jesus is Better than Angels, Part Two (2:5-18)

  Notes
  Perhaps the author anticipated an initial objection to Christ’s authority over 
  the angels due to His humanity. This passage lays out an argument that Jesus  
  is !and always has been" greater than the angels even though He ‘humbled 
  Himself’ and became a man.

  Thoughts

  1 Jesus ________________________________ enabled Him to regain our 
  lost position with God. It allowed His actions to unite the division sin created.

  2 That position was regained only by the _______________________ of 
  God in sending His Son to suffer and die and then become enthroned 
  ‘crowned with glory’ forever (2:9).

  3 Jesus ________________________________ enabled Him to ‘bring many 
  sons to glory.’ (2:10)

  4 Jesus humanity gave Him the ability to call us His ___________________. 
  We share with Him both an eternal life with those of the same faith and a 
  home in the presence of God. (2:11-12)

  5 Jesus humanity enabled Him to ____________________________ the 
  devil and the fear of death (2:14).



  6 Jesus humanity enables Him to serve as __________ _________________ 
  to the ‘offspring of Abraham.’ (2:16-17)

  7 Jesus humanity enables Him to __________________ those who are 
  tempted. (2:18)


