
lesson one 
introduction

purpose + themes

The author of Hebrews is writing to a group of people they know to warn them about the 
dangers of turning or falling away from faith in Jesus Christ and His church, i.e. 6:1-6 and 
10:26:31; because Jesus Christ is how people draw close to God, i.e. 7:19; 10:21-22. This is 
a letter of encouragement, i.e. 13:22; and correction, i.e. 3:12.

There are several major ideas that continually ‘pop-up’ through the text. Continually, there is 
the comparison of the OT and NT and all the workings of the priesthood, sacrifices, and 
atonement under the laws. That wealth of knowledge seems to suggest that this is a book 
meant for Jewish Christians struggling with a new-found commitment to Christianity. There 
is no guarantee that the purpose of this epistle was only for them; but in light of the 
evidence, it was at least originally for them. With that background, it’s clear why the two 
greatest themes resonating through the book are personified by two words: better and 
eternal.

 Hebrews speaks of an eternal: salvation (5:9)
      judgment (6:2)
      redemption (9:12)
      promised inheritance (9:15)
      covenant (13:20)

 Hebrews also mentions a better: hope (7:19)
      covenant (7:22; 8:6)
      promises (7:22)
      sacrifices (9:23)
      possession (10:34)
      country (11:16)
      life (11:35)
      blood and word (12:24)

Hebrews is a book of comparison. The greatest comparisons are the ones made in reference 
to agents of revelation and salvation. Jesus is positioned against those agents from the OT 
and proven to be ‘better.’

 I Agents of Revelation   



  1 Christ versus the OT Prophets (1:1:2)

  While there is no further explanation. It seems obvious to point out that the 
  prophets were those sent to foretell about Jesus. The messenger can never 
  be greater than the message itself.
     
  2 Christ versus Angels (1:4-14)

  The Jewish people thought very highly of angels. They were considered to be 
  the ‘highest beings’ of God’s creation. 

 II Agents of Redemption  

  1 Christ versus Moses (3:1-6)

  Moses was a faithful servant of God’s, but he was not a faithful Son. That 
  difference highlights the fundamental character trait that separates the 
  lawgivers.

  2 Christ versus Joshua (4:1-16)

  Joshua led the people to their land of inheritance and rest. The inheritance 
  Jesus will lead His people to will provide better comfort and rest.

  3 Christ versus Aaron (4:14-7:28)

  This comparison has more to deal with than just Aaron. The comparison is a 
  complete comparison to the Levitical priesthood with all of it’s methods and 
  quality under scrutiny.

author

We don’t know with certainty who wrote the book of Hebrews. That shouldn’t worry you 
too much considering that other divine, inspired books remain anonymous !i.e. 1 and 2 
Samuel, Lamentations, Esther, and Job". Before we begin to discuss the options, what do 
we know about the author.

 I They knew the original audience (5:12, 6:9, 13:18-19, 23-24)

 II They were acquainted with Timothy (13:23)

 III The Author was more-than-likely a Jew or a Hellenist.

 IV The literary style suggests they were either a Hellenist or Greek-educated.



While we will never know for certain, there are several candidates with evidence to support 
they wrote the book:

 Paul  
 The oldest evidence of authorship comes from Clement of Alexandria during the 
 second century. Apparently from the time of writing to that day, the author was 
 known but never recorded. That doesn’t imply that Clement was right, he’s merely 
 the oldest person to take an interest in recording his thoughts. His student, Origen 
 believes that Paul wrote it in the hebrew language for the original audience and 
 then Luke translated for the greeks. 

 There is evidence within the text to support this case:

  I The Benediction (12:18-25) mentions Timothy, a close acquaintance to Paul; 
  contains the request ‘pray for us’ which sounds a lot like Rom 15:30 and 2 
  Cor 1:11; and mentions a return to see them again (13:19) which echos a 
  thought from Phil 1:24-25. 

  II Hebrews’ language in regard to Christ is similar to other works of Paul. 
  Christ is presented as: 

   1 The Image of God’ (1:3 and Col 1:15)

   2 Creator and Sustainer of creation (1:2-3 and 1 Cor 8:6, Col 1:16-17)

   3 As One humbled as a man (2:14,17 and Phil 2:5-11)

   4 As One whose sacrifice was for all (1:3, 2:9, 9:26, 10:12 and 1 Cor 
   15:3, Eph 5:2, 1 Tim 2:6)

  III Hebrews‘ discussion of the two covenants in also similar in other works of 
  Paul: 

   1 The OT was a shadow of NT (10:1 and Col 2:16-17)

   2 Because of OT weakness (7:18 and Rom 8:3), it had to be replaced 
   and superseded by NT (7:19, 8:13 and 2 Cor 3:9-11). 

  IV There are phrases and ideas which occur in Hebrews and in Paul’s 
  writings:

   1 Miraculous, yet different spiritual gifts (2:4 and 1 Cor 12:4,11)



   2 Christians as spiritual descendants of Abraham (2:16 and Gal 3:7, 29, 
   Rom 4:16) - this is only found in the writings of Paul and Hebrews

   3 The phrase ‘if God permits’ found in 6:3 and 1 Cor 16:7 - once again 
   only found in those passages
 
 Evidence against Paul:

  I The historical support from Clement and Origen falls years after the original 
  audience would have circulated the contents and known the author.

  II The style and language are different when compared to the Pauline letters. 
  It’s polished and formal while Paul was usually rough and abrupt. It reads like 
  a sermon or a polished paper, not a personal letter. 

  III There are 168 words that don’t appear anywhere else in Scripture and 124 
  that don’t appear anywhere else in Paul’s writings.

  IV Some thoughts are unique to Hebrews. Paul never mentions the ‘high 
  priesthood’ in other writings yet it takes center stage here. Paul also used the 
  terms ‘Jesus Christ,’ ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ,’ ‘Christ Jesus,’ and ‘the Lord’ over 
  600 times elsewhere, yet they are not found in Hebrews.

 Barnabas
 He was the Son of Encouragement (Acts 4:36) and the author of Hebrews calls the 
 letter a ‘word of encouragement’ in 13:22. The tone of the book seems to be 
 uplifting. Barnabas was a Jewish Christian, probably someone who could have 
 learned from Jesus himself. Would he be able to write 2:3? There is also zero early 
 evidence to support he wrote it.

 Luke
 Some believe that Luke merely copied Paul’s first message. It’s interesting to note 
 that stylistically it does resemble Luke and Acts.

 Apollos
 This idea was pushed by Martin Luther who saw Apollos as a faithful, eloquent 
 Jewish Christian who had a great reputation (1 Cor 1:12) and ability.
 
 Silas
 He was a close companion of Paul and Peter who was known to write and assist the 
 apostles (1 Thess 1:1, 2 Thess 1:1, and 1 Pet 5:12).



audience

What do we know about the people who first read the book?

 I They were a community (13:19, 23). The author knew their past (10:32-34) and they 
 had proven their worth by helping others (6:10, 10:34).

 II They were Jewish Christians. The appeal to a ‘better priesthood’ and 8:13 
 mentioning the ‘old ways about to disappear’ seem to be references to the fall of 
 Jerusalem in AD 70.


