
lesson eight  
chapters 12 + 13 

outline 

 I Jesus is Better (12:1-2) 
 II Do Not Grow Weary (12:3-17) 
 III A Better Kingdom (11:39-40) 
 IV Faith at Work in Your Social Life (13:1-6) 
 V Faith at Work in Your Spiritual Life (13:7-17) 
 VI The Benediction (13:18-25) 

passages 

 I Faith Defined (12:1-2) 

  Notes 
  The purpose of this chapter is to encourage the original audience to not grow 
  weary or loose faith in their decision to be Christians. 

  Thoughts 

  1 The “Cloud of Witnesses” does not imply SPECTATORS, but a group of  
  people who “bear witness” (12:1) 

  2 Why should we “look to Jesus:” 

   a He is the AUTHOR and PROTECTOR of our faith. That means He  
   finished what He started (12:2). 

   b He ENDURED the cross (12:2). 

   c He is EXALTED (12:2). 

    
 II Do Not Grow Weary (12:3-17) 
   
  Thoughts 

  1 Their suffering hasn’t resulted in DEATH (12:3). 



  2 The author compares suffering and DISCIPLINE in verses 7 to 11. In this  
  passage he compares God to our earthly fathers. 

  3 Esau was UNHOLY or profane which implies he lived only for this life and  
  its pleasures (12:16). 

 III A Better Kingdom (12:18-29) 

  Thoughts 

  1 The giving of the Law of Moses at Mt. Sinai was TERRIFYING (see Exo 19;  
  Deut 9). It was obvious that the Israelites couldn’t approach God (12:20);  
  even Moses was afraid (12:21). 

  2 This new and BETTER law was given in a way that seems approachable  
  and uplifting (12:22-24).  

  3 The fifth and final EXHORTATION is found in verses 25 to 29. The author  
  gives this final warning as a way of reminding them to “listen to God.” 
   
  4 God is worthy of our WORSHIP due to the kingdom He has given us  
  (12:28). 

 IV Faith at Work in Your Social Life (13:1-6) 

  Notes 
  This passage is going to address how Christians are to treat one another.  

  Thoughts 

  1 You can’t be Christians without being BROTHERS (13:1). 

  2 Provide hospitality for STRANGERS  (13:2). 

  3 Take care of those who are MISTREATED (13:3). 

  4 Remain sexually PURE in the kingdom (13:4). 

  5 Be CONTENT with what you have (13:5). 



 V Faith at Work in Your Spiritual Life (13:7-17) 

  Thoughts 

  1 Respect must be paid to the LEADERS of each congregation (13:7). We are  
  told to “imitate their faith.” 

  2 The STABILITY of the Christian faith is found in 13:8. Jesus Christ is   
  constant and reliable. 

  3 The emphasis of 13:10-16 is on the audience’s REJECTION of a dead faith  
  (Judaism) and identification with Jesus and the new (better) covenant. 

  4 Listen to the elders because they must give an ACCOUNT and bear a  
  heavy burden when it comes to our spiritual leadership (13:17). 

 VI The Benediction (13:18-24) 

  Notes 
  This final section is the salutation and goodbye from the author to the original 
  audience. Remember that he knows them and realizes that this might be the  
  last thing he ever gets to say to them. 

  Thoughts 

  1 He asks for PRAYERS to join them again (13:18). 

  2 He INTERCEDES or PRAYS for them asking for strength and ability to face  
  uncertain times ahead (13:20-21). 

  3 In the end, he PLEADS one final time to listen to the words of this book  
  (13:23).


