
Lesson Two: 
The First Word
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

Like all opening statements, the first chapter of John sets the 
stage by introducing the audience to a theme or topic that will 
continue throughout the book. John sets forth an argument that 
Jesus is the divine Son of God, Creator of the World, and 
Messiah sent to His people. It’s a bold statement by the apostle 
and the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t seek out to authenticate Jesus’ 
humanity or His place within the Jewish world; instead, it dives 
head-first into His divinity and ordained place as Savior of the 
World. It is unique among the Gospels in its (implied) knowledge 
about who Jesus is and what the audience already knows about Him 
from the very beginning. It should be considered (at least a 
little) ironic that the final gospel begins as the first book in 
Scripture did with the words, “in the beginning.” Genesis 
presents God’s physical creation and it seems that John is 
purposely comparing that creation with a new beginning and a new 
creation, and he accordingly uses words that recall that first 
creation (i.e. life, light, darkness).

SECTIONS
No. 1 The Prologue (1:1-18)
In what many people consider the most beautiful section of 
Scripture, John points the readers to the qualities of Jesus 
before he begins detailing the life of Jesus.

a He begins with ________________________________________ 
(1:1-3). It seems fitting that any long discussion about God’s 
works would begin there. This is meant to present Jesus as one 
with the Father. Many Jews would have thought Jesus to be of 
excellent dignity, but subordinate to God as a created being. 
John is putting that idea to rest with this this early 
section.

b John’s use of the word ___________________ to name Jesus is 
very appropriate since His life was the event, action, and 



experience that conveyed the truest idea of God to mankind in 
a way that we could understand. One commentator has said, “The 
Word of God is His thought (if we may put it so) uttered so 
that men can understand it” (C.H. Dodd, How to Read the 
Gospels, 1944)

c John lets us know that Jesus wasn’t a ______________________ 
at creation; He was an integral part of the process (1:3-4). 
See Psalm 33:6 as a companion verse to the idea presented 
here. Any student should pay careful attention to how many 
times creation and salvation are connected in the NT.

d The term __________ ___________ ___________ applied to John 
the Baptist validates his true work as prophet (1:6). His 
mission was not of human origin, it was divinely arranged. 
This gives purpose to his work, it does not diminish it.

e It is almost absurd to think that Jesus could appear in this 
world and humanity not understand who He is. However, 1:10 
clearly states that truth validating Isaiah ____________ which 
says, “Lord, who hath believed our report?” It’s terribly 
ironic that the world missed its great opportunity because of  
simple indifference.

f Around _______________ years have passed since Jesus came to 
His own yet at this point still many Jews stand in the way of 
Christianity. It must have been truly disappointing for John 
to see the actions of those who should have known better (see 
also Romans 9:1-5).

g 1:12-13 indicate that a new ________________________________ 
will accompany those who believe in Jesus and act upon their 
faith.

h While John avoids a long discussion of Jesus’ ______________ 
to Mary, he points to the grandeur of His birth in verse 14. 
The word “flesh” implies nothing vulgar (like Paul would use, 
i.e. Works of the Flesh) but instead points to true humanity. 

i Verse 17 highlights the ___________________________________ 
between the two great lawgivers. Moses brought the law which 
exposed sin, Jesus brings the law which forgives sin.

j Verse 18 points to one great truth: our ____________________ 
may not allow us to physical see God, but our knowledge of 
Jesus and His actions allows us to know God.



No. 2 John the Baptist Teaches about Jesus (1:19-36)
This section spends just a few moments chronicling a few days of 
action. While other gospel writers spend more time addressing 
this, John gets right to the point. 

a John the Baptist was ____________________________________ by 
the leaders of the Jewish people about his purpose, role, or 
plans when they said, “Who are you?” in 1:19. His teaching 
attracted the attention of the Jewish leaders (see also 
Matthew 3:5). 

b John the Baptist ______________________________ any glory or 
prestige towards God and his purpose. One of the qualities God 
is looking for in His servants is humility (1:20-23). The 
phrase “...he confessed and he did not deny” is perhaps 
intended to stress the seriousness of John’s reply. He was 
unequivocally rejecting the suggestion that he might be the 
Messiah.

c John knew Jesus was _____________________________ among the 
people of Israel. He understood his purpose to “show the way” 
and set the stage for the coming of the Messiah. That thought 
would echo in his statements in 1:29-34.

d John was quick to point his disciples ______________________ 
Jesus. It should be noted that the disciples listened to John 
(1:35-37) even though he didn’t specifically tell them to 
leave his presence. The verb “followed” suggests a “once-for-
all” action. They were leaving John the Baptist behind to 
follow a new teacher.

No. 3 Jesus meets His First Disciples (1:37-51)
This first interaction with the disciples of John will set the 
precedent for Jesus’ interactions throughout the Gospel. He 
shows interest in those who are genuinely interested in return. 
He takes time for them and isn’t put off by their curiosity.

a When the disciples called Jesus “Rabbi” they immediately 
give Jesus an amount of ____________________________ that many 
people still don’t today. By calling Him “teacher,” they 
insinuate they are students in need of a teacher (1:38).

b Andrew’s description of Jesus as the _______________________ 
quickly reinforces the ideas found in the prologue (1:41). 
Many scholars believe the early disciples struggled to know 
about Jesus’ full place as Messiah. This seems to suggest 



otherwise. As a small note, each time we see Andrew in this 
gospel he is bringing someone to Christ (see also 6:8, 12:2).

c When Philip speaks of Jesus as “Him whom ___________________ 
and the prophets wrote,” he is pointedly acknowledging Jesus’ 
fulfillment of prophecy and divine place in Scripture (1:45).

d One common theme is present in the early meeting with these 
future disciples: they felt compelled to go and ______________ 
those they loved about their discovery (1:41 + 1:45). 

e Jesus ______________________________ Nathanael that he will 
see great things, seemingly alluding to miracles and other 
heavenly deeds that will physically justify to the witnesses 
Jesus’ deity (1:51). It seems that this expression while not 
directly referencing specific acts is a figurative way of 
saying that Jesus will reveal heavenly things to his 
disciples. 


