
Lesson Five:
Dead Men Tell No Tales

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
John 11 contains the story of Lazarus, his death and his 
physical resurrection. This passage contains a precise and 
detailed account of this miracle. This miracle is the seventh 
public sign (miracle) Jesus performs before His trial that John 
specifically highlights.

SECTIONS
No. 1 Lazarus is Sleeping (11:1-16)
These first few verses discuss the events as Lazarus was dying 
and Jesus was with His disciples away from Judea. This time is 
important because it sets the stage for the miraculous events 
later. 

a Notice that ______________ and _______________ sent a letter 
or a messenger to Jesus to tell Him Lazarus was sick (11:3).

b The sisters described Lazarus as “he whom you _____________” 
(11:3).

c Who did Jesus said would be glorified by Lazarus’ sickness?

_____________________________________________________ (11:4)

d How many days did Jesus stay after He learned that Lazarus 

was sick? ___________ (11:6)

No. 2 Two Sisters (11:17-37)
When Jesus arrived in Bethany He visits with both Martha and 
Mary, Lazarus’ sisters. These conversations are genuinely 
touching when you consider the heartbreak everyone is going 
through having lost their friend and brother.



a Lazarus had been dead for _________ days by the time Jesus 
and His disciples arrived. (11:17)

b How far was Bethany from Jerusalem? _______________ (11:18)

c _____________ went to see Jesus when she heard He was coming 
to see them in Bethany. (11:20)

d Martha’s statement in 11:22 is emblematic of a person who 
has faith even in the face of ___________________.

e What does Martha mean by “...the last day” in 11:24?

____________________________________________________________

f Martha sent a message to Mary to tell her ________________ 
was here. When Mary heard that, she left the house and came to 
see Jesus. (11:29)

g How similar are Mary’s (32) and Martha’s statements (21)?

______________________________________________________________

h 11:33-36 seems to highlight the ___________________________ 
Jesus felt for those He knew and loved when they were in pain.

i Isn’t it ________________ that some of the Jews believed 
Jesus could have healed Lazarus’ sickness?

No. 3 The Resurrection and Fallout (11:38-57)
A great deal of events unfold before Lazarus is actually 
resurrected from the dead. The actual resurrection of Lazarus is 
the culmination of this story. 

a Lazarus’ ________________ and ______________ were bound and 
his face was wrapped with a cloth according to ancient burial 
practices. He was also buried in a tomb above ground (11:38).

b Many of the Jews believed in Jesus because of this miracle 
but some went to tell the Pharisees. Why would they do this?

____________________________________________________________



c Who did the Jews believe would take away their nation if 
Jesus was left unchecked? ________________________ (11:48)

d ______________________, the High Priest is the man in the 
crowd who spoke up (11:49).

e The conclusion of the meeting ended with the crowd agreeing 
to have Jesus ______________ (11:53). If says they “plotted” 
to have Him killed.

f After this Jesus no longer walked _________________ among 
the Jews knowing that they were actively looking to kill him. 
Verse 57 says that the leaders of the Jews had issued a law to 
report an appearance of Jesus so that He could be arrested.


