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Lesson One: 
Ladies + Gentlemen

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
At the beginning of most professional auto races, a grand 
marshall of the event will step to a microphone and say, 
“gentlemen (and ladies) start your engines.” Anyone in the crowd 
or watching at home on television knows that something is about 
to happen. The race they’ve shown up to watch is just moments 
away. They’re excited and their enthusiasm is at an all-time 
high because they are about to see their wishes and dreams 
fulfilled.

Bible study is very similar. When you sit down to study a book 
of the Bible, like the Gospel of John, you have to prepare your 
mind for what you’ll study. You also have to know something 
about the text before you actually read the text. This lesson is 
the beginning of our race to study the Gospel of John. When 
we’re done we’ll know so much about the book that we won’t be 
able to contain our enthusiasm about God’s Son and His message 
for the world. 

WHY STUDY THE GOSPEL OF JOHN?
No. 1 Because it’s very ________________________________________ 
from the other three Gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).

No. 2 Because _____________________________________ tells us it 
belongs right next to the other Gospels as part of the Biblical 
canon.

No. 3 Because the Apostle _____________________ was one of 
Jesus’ closest friends and if he wrote it then this gives us an 
insider’s look at the life of Jesus.

No. 4 Because this gospel sheds light on _______________________ 
found no where else in Scripture.



THE AUTHOR
The Gospel of John (like all the Gospel accounts) is anonymous. 
There is no direct verse(s) that gives attribution to anyone 
specially named. However, using a simple plan of deduction we 
can determine who wrote this book:

No. 1 Are there any verses that highlight something about the 
author without giving us his or her name?

! Chapter 21:20-24 says the author was someone whom Jesus 
! loved. It also makes mention of a disciple who bears 
! witness of these things (he saw them and is now 
! recounting the details of the events).

! There is no doubt that the author of this gospel knew Jesus 
! intimately. In the other three gospel accounts, three men 
! (Peter, James, and his brother John) are highlighted as 
! those closest to Jesus by association.

No. 2 Are there any characters found within the gospel accounts 
that are noticeably absent in this text?

! The Apostle John isn’t mentioned. In fact there is also no 
! specific description given to separate John the Baptist (a 
! major character in all three synoptic gospels) to the 
! Apostle John (another major character, often referred to as 
! a Son of Zebedee) inside this gospel account. Only the 
! Baptist is referenced quickly and only as John.

! Would John’s absence from the text mean he disappered from 
! the story in this gospel or could it (more likely) imply 
! that he merely speaks of himself in passing?

No. 3 Are there events that take place in this gospel apart from 
the other gospel accounts that point to a person who was a part 
of Jesus’ inner circle (who followed closely the life of our 
Savior)?

! The miracle at Cana, the visit with Nicodemus, the raising 
! of Lazarus from the dead, and the washing of the disciples’ 
! feet occur only within the Gospel of John. Their absence 
! from the other gospel accounts doesn’t imply their lack of 
! importance. On the opposite end of that scale, their 



! inclusion in the Gospel of John points to their presence as 
! something supplemental to the events of the other gospels.

! Since they’re included by a person who knew Jesus well, 
! perhaps they were done away from Jesus’ public ministry and 
! were more part of His private life among His disciples.

No. 4 Does the external evidence (evidence found outside of the 
text itself) point to a particular person through ancient 
sources?

! Irenaeus (A.D. 178) said, “I remember the events of that 
! time more clearly than those of recent years. For what boys 
! learn, growing with their mind, becomes joined with it; so 
! that I am able to describe the very place in which the 
! blessed Polycarp sat as he discoursed, and his goings out 
! and his comings in, and the manner of life, and his 
! physical appearance, and his discourses to the people, and 
! the accounts which he gave of his intercourse with John and 
! with others who had seen the Lord . . . these things being 
! told me by the mercy of God, I listened to them 
! attentively, noting them down, not on paper, but in my 
! heart. And continually, through God’s grace I recall them 
! faithfully.”

! Irenaeus and Polycarp along with a host of many church 
! fathers (men who led the church in the early parts of the 
! 2nd and 3rd centuries) almost unanimously give credit to 
! the Apostle John as the author of this gospel. In fact, 
! criticism of that idea hasn’t risen until many (hundreds) 
! of years later.

THE PURPOSE

The fourth gospel account makes it purpose known in chapter 
20:30-31 which reads:

! Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
! disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 
! are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
! Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
! life in his name.



The purpose is simple - the author wants the readers to know 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God sent to this world to 
offer salvation for mankind. 

It seems that this gospel account was written years later than 
the other three and a second purpose was to “supplement” those 
books. If Matthew wrote for Jewish people, Mark for the Romans, 
Luke for the Greeks, then John wrote for everyone. His final 
exclamation point of Jesus life would focus less on the details 
people knew and more on the message people needed to hear.

THEMES
Pay careful attention to notice the time spent on the following 
ideas throughout our study of the text:

No. 1 The Deity of Christ - John will spend more time than any 
other gospel writer focusing on the part of Jesus that was 
immortal, all-knowing, and creator of this world.

No. 2 Jesus relationship with His Father - John will also 
address the beauty of a son sent with a purpose and a Father who 
cares for His Son. There is something truly breathtaking about 
the relationship Jesus and God possess especially when you 
consider what His humanity, work, and sacrifice meant.

No. 3 Jesus’ mission to the World - Jesus came to teach, 
inspire, motivate, and educate a lost world that needed hope, 
grace, and direction. The Gospel of John will take time to see 
how Jesus cared for His friends, instructed those who came to 
Him, and glorified the Father by His devotion (in turn 
motivating us to glorify God with our devotion and reverence).

OUTLINE
Prologue and Early Events (Chp. 1)

Jesus’ First Year of Ministry (Chps. 2-4)
Jesus’ Second Year of Ministry (Chps. 5-7)

The Ministry In and Around Jerusalem (Chps. 7-10)
Lazarus & The Crucifixion Account (Chps. 11-19)

The Resurrection (Chp. 20)
The Epilogue (Chp. 21)


