
E X O D U S  
F O L L O W  T H E  L E A D E R  



I N T R O D U C T I O N  
The book of Exodus contains one of history’s great stories. Within the details, we find 
moments of heroism, tragedy, and even levity. It is the story of kings, slaves, soldiers, and 
shepherds. It is a story of redemption for both Moses and the people of Israel. It is the Old 
Testament story that most resembles the gospel. It is God’s story and we are better for 
knowing it. Notice how one author describes the importance of this study.   

The desert shatters the soul’s arrogance and leaves body and soul crying out in thirst 
and hunger. In the desert we trust God or die (Dan B. Allender, The Healing Path).  

At it’s simplest, Exodus is about trust. Will Moses trust God enough to be the savior of his 
people? Will Israel trust God after centuries of slavery? Will we follow their example and love 
God only when it makes sense? A Dutch Christian who worked alongside of her family to 
save Jews from the Nazi Gestapo during World War II spoke of trust this way. 

Never be afraid to trust and unknown future to a known God (Corrie ten Boon,  
Clippings from My Notebook). 

As we begin this study, we must step back before the events of the Exodus to see how the 
Israelites arrived in this situation. We must see the providence of God unfold so that the birth 
of Moses and his precarious situation make sense. We have to see the pieces God put in 
place before we can possibly understand the moves they make. We must see the how or we’ll 
never truly comprehend the why. 



P R O L O G U E  
Genesis 37:25-27 says, “Joseph’s brothers lifted their eyes and there was a company of 
Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their 
way to carry them down to Egypt. Judah then spoke to his brothers and said, ‘What profit is 
there is we kill Joseph and conceal his blood? Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites.’ 
And his brothers listened.” 

With those few short words, Judah set the stage for his children’s greatest struggle. In that 
moment, there was no possible way for him to see the grand implications of his suggestion. 
He saw those Israelites as the answer to a problem. He did not see them as the beginning of 
an even greater predicament that his children would bear unwittingly. Much like Judah, we 
see everyday events only through our short-term glasses. We can’t see them as God does. 
We can’t see ten steps ahead or even four hundred years later. All we see is what’s in front of 
us in the moment.  

Years before, Abraham faced a similar situation. In his home of Haran, God spoke to him. He 
told him in Genesis 12:1-3, “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s 
house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will 
curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

As Abram left with Sarah, Lot, and all he had, did he truly know where God was leading him? 
Of course not. He knew to trust in the One who called him. We must ask, If Abram had known 
the journey ahead with all its ups and downs, would he still have gone? We don’t really know, 
but I believe we can safely assume those bumps in the road would’ve caused some natural 
hesitation on his part. Thankfully for Abram (and each us), God doesn’t reveal the depth of 
the journey ahead, He only reveals the destination.  

Consider the following details that set the stage for our study of Exodus. 

I   Abram and Sarai had a son named ____________________. That son eventually became 
the husband of Rebekah and the father of Jacob and Esau (Genesis 21-28).  

II Jacob (the younger son) _______________________ the blessing from his father instead 
of Esau. He was sent away from his brother by Jacob and married both Leah and 
Rachel. He eventually returned home and reunited with his brother after many years 
apart (see Genesis 29-33).  



III  Jacob’s wives gave birth to ___________________ sons. Rachel (the only one whom he 
truly loved) gave birth to Joseph and Benjamin before dying due to complications in 
childbirth (see Genesis 35:17-19).  

IV Joseph grew up in a house where his father showed abject _________________________ 
towards the sons of Rachel, Joseph and Benjamin. Genesis 37:3-4 says, “Jacob loved 
Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. He also made 
him a tunic of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brothers, they hated Joseph and could not speak peaceably to him.” 

V Joseph’s oldest sons _________________ Joseph into slavery instead of killing him in 
Genesis 37. That decision led to Joseph eventually serving in the house of Potiphar (see 
Genesis 39); the Pharaoh’s prison (see Genesis 40); and even Pharaoh himself as the 
chief administrator of the kingdom (see Genesis 41).  

VI As the world faced a cataclysmic ______________________, the sons of Jacob traveled to 
Egypt for grain. Little did they know their brother was the one who would save them 
(see Genesis 42-45). 

VII When the family was reunited, Jacob and his children settled in _____________________ 
at the behest of Pharaoh himself (see Genesis 47).  We’re told that “Joseph situated his 
father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of 
the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded” (Genesis 47:11).  

VIII After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers asked for ___________________________. Joseph 
understood at that point why everything had unfolded as it did. He told them in 
Genesis 50:20, “You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to 
bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”  

IX Joseph made his family take a vow to __________________________ his bones back to 
the “land of which God swore to Abraham, Isaac, and to Jacob when He visits you and 
brings you out of this land” in Genesis 50:24-25.  

Following those moments, Israel languished in Egypt for another four hundred years. 
Generations of Hebrews lived and died wondering if they would ever return to the land 
Joseph spoke about, the land promised to Abraham all those years ago. The story of the 
Exodus is the fulfillment of that hope. It is the embodiment of God’s faithfulness. We should 
be thankful that the end of the Exodus contains this brief exposition. Joshua 24:32 says, “The 
bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at 
Shechem, in the plot of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father 
of Shechem, for one hundred pieces of silver, and which had become an inheritance of the 
children of Joseph.” 




