
THE APPENDIX
All the events of this story have consequences. The characters, plot, and resolution all 
work together to tell the entire story of Esther, Mordecai, and their people. When the kid 
passed the order that the Jews could protect themselves and Haman was killed, the 
victory was assured. However, because of the first ruling, the Jews were still in danger. 
This final section of the story (chapters 9-10) let us know what happened when both 
orders became realities throughout the kingdom.

A BLOODY DAY (9:1-15)
Because the original order was still in effect, the enemies of the Jewish people had the 
right to attack them. Because the second order was in effect, the Jewish people had a 
right to defend themselves. For the lack of a better war, civil war was about to open up 
in the kingdom. The Jews were incredibly victorious. Esther was granted another request 
from the king and she chose an extension of the order to defend themselves into the next 
day. 

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 Can you imagine the preparations that were made on both sides before this day. 
 Do you believe the situation would play out so that the Jews could consider 
 themselves safe before the day even began? What do you think were their 
 preparations? Is there an account anywhere in Scripture that might resemble this 
 event?



A CELEBRATION (9:16-32)
Following their great victory, the Jews celebrated. The set apart two days for 
remembrance of this great day. We should look at this and find similar ideas when it 
comes to the Passover, Pentecost, and Festival of Booths. However, the greatest parallel 
event is Chanukah (the Festival of Lights) celebrating the Maccabees victory during the 
intertestamental time. The one difference would be that this victory was ordained (and 
orchestrated) by God, while the other was simply a part of His will. 

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT
 This celebration is something found still today for the Jewish people. It is a minor 
 holiday (not to the extent of Passover) but still honored. Do you believe Jesus and 
 His followers would have celebrated Purim even though it goes unmentioned in the 
 NT?  

THE NEXT DANIEL (10:1-3)
Their is a small note attached to the end of the book about Mordecai. It is truly 
fascinating how similar his role in the kingdom would become to the role Daniel played 
years before. Remember that Ahasuerus did not conquer the Jews, he inherited these 
slaves from his father, Cyrus, who conquered Babylon. It should be noted that the quality, 
integrity, and wisdom of Mordecai resulted in great things for his people.

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT
 How similar is the role Mordecai plays to Daniel? What qualities do you think 
 distinguished these two men above the qualities of all the other governors and 
 leaders within the kingdoms? How might we compare them both to Joseph?



The Story of ESTHER The Story of RUTH

Slave in Foreign Land not by choice 
but by birth

Resident of a Foreign Land not by 
birth but by choice

Lost her parents Lost her husband

Raised by Cousin Mordecai who took 
care of her when parents died

Protected by Mother-in-Law Naomi 
when her husband died

Married a King who was the most 
powerful man in the world

Married a Nobleman named Boaz who 
was wealthy, influential

Impressed him by her Quality when 
she came before the king

Impressed him by her Quality when 
he learned of her actions

Faced uncertain future when Haman 
convinced the king to kill the Jews

Faced uncertain future when she lost 
her husband and left Moab

Changed her future by her actions 
when she chose to act

Changed her future by her actions 
when she chose to act

God blessed her with opportunity to 
save her people

God blessed her with opportunity to 
save her family

Saved her people by her actions when 
she went to visit the king

Saved her family by her actions 
when she married Boaz

Blessed the entire Jewish people by 
convincing the king to save them

Blessed the entire Jewish people by 
giving birth to Obed (David)

Trusted in God (even though He is not 
specifically mentioned)

Trusted in God (even though she 
was raised to worship idols)

She was a part of God’s plan to 
save His people

She was a part of God’s plan to 
save His people


