
THE PLOT
After our introduction to the characters, now our study moves into the action. One hero has 
been introduced (Mordecai has already proven his worth by saving the king) and another will 
rise soon because she is the only person who can save her people at this time. The villain of 
the story will take his position of power and use it to settle a score against Mordecai.

A PROBLEM ARISES - 3:1-6
Haman dislikes Mordecai because 
the Jewish slave will not bow down 
and salute our villain. The king had 
placed Haman second-in-command 
and had ordered that all people 
pay homage to him, so Mordecai 
was being rebellious. We do not 
know why Mordecai would not bow 
to Haman, but we can be assured 
it was probably for a good 
reason. 

GENOCIDE? - 3:7-15
Haman is granted a position of 
power within the kingdom and 
takes advantage of that power by 
suggesting the Jews be killed. He 
uses the same type of reasoning 
the Babylonians used in Daniel to 
convince the king and entrap the 
Jews. Our perception of 
Ahasuerus is enforced here. He is 
an ignorant, blissfully unaware 
monarch who allows petty men 
whom he trusts to dictate the 
edicts of his kingdom. This 
potential genocide is nothing more 
than the whim of a bitter, jealous 
man empowered by a egocentric, 
narcissistic king.
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Haman is an enemy to all the captive Israelites.

A DISTRAUGHT PEOPLE - 4:1-3
After the law was passed to all the people 
across the 127 provinces of the land, confusion 
(3:15) and sadness engulfed the Jewish and 
Persian people. I imagine their question was, why 
the Jews? What have they done to deserve 
this? What purpose does this serve? The text 
says that many of the Jews tore their clothes 
and put on sackcloth and sprinkled ashes (sound 
familiar? - see Job 1 + 2) on themselves. 
Mordecai did this near the palace along with 
many other Jews across the kingdom. The text 
also says they were fasting. Fasting has been 
used as a tool for people to focus on God, His 
Scripture, and for devotion. At this moment, it 
seems the Jewish people were turning to God 
because they had no other alternative.  

Ahasuerus is a Mass Murderer.



THE QUEEN ACTS - 4:4-17
Queen Esther learns about the commands 
of the king. She sends for Mordecai, but 
he is not allowed into the palace. One of 
her eunuchs helps pass the messages 
back and forth. The response Mordecai 
gives to Esther in verse 14 sums up 
entirely the purpose of this story. We 
are told (in no uncertain terms) that God 
uses people like Esther for times like this. 
Mordecai believes that she is queen for 
this moment. He believes that the Jews 
will live on because God will send relief 
and deliverance eventually. He knows, 
though, that if Esther is not successful 
they will all die, including her. This must 
have been difficult for Mordecai knowing 
that he could be sending her to her 
premature death.

A PROPOSAL - 5:1-14
Esther goes through with her plan. She 
approaches the king and is granted a request. 
She prepares a feast for just the king and 
Haman. During that feast she asks the king 
for one more opportunity to serve the two men 
(on the next day). Following the first meal, 
Haman leaves and heads home. On his way out 
of the palace, he once again meets an 
unwilling-to-bow Mordecai and his evil plan is 
adjusted yet again. Mordecai goes home full of 
himself and his accomplishments. He makes a 
plan to hang Mordecai on the next day by a 
giant set of gallows. Haman believes he in in 
control while the reality is that he is sealing 
his own downfall with every step he takes 
against Mordecai.

Haman believes he
 is untouchabl
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Esther has a plan, but it will unfold slowly.

A HUMILIATION - 6:1-14
That night the king could not sleep 
and read back on the history of his 
rule. He read about the moment 
when Mordecai saved his life. The 
next morning, the king honors 
Mordecai because he had failed to 
properly do it before. Haman rides 
to the palace expecting the day to 
unfold exactly as he planned. 
However, steps have been taken by 
Mordecai, Esther, and God Himself 
to ensure that this evil man will not 
be victorious. Everything is going 
as planned for Esther, the feast 
(and a solution to this problem) is 
about to begin.


