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CHAPTERS
#1 THE CAST
The first few chapters of Esther provide a detailed explanation of who the main 
characters are and the events that bring them into each other’s lives. It is 
fascinating to see God’s providence work throughout this early section.

#2 THE PLOT
The story of Esther is one like so many from our world. A hero must be 
challenged by a bad guy. The bad guy must present reasonable danger to our 
heroes. The problem arises in this story that these are real people and the 
danger to their lives is not made-up, it could change the face of an entire 
county and God’s people.

#3 THE RESOLUTION
Like all stories, a resolution happens when an immovable force faces an 
unreasonable individual. It is ironic that the immovable force in this story is 
someone who is not even mentioned once in the text and the unreasonable 
individual seems to be the one in control and without equal.

#4 THE APPENDIX
All events in this life have consequences. Some of them are intended and some 
happen spontaneously. The events that unfold in this short book will have a 
lasting legacy for the Jewish people (even up to our day-in-time).



THE CAST
The book of Esther is unique in scripture. It is a divinely-penned (yet anonymous) account of 
the Jewish people and their salvation during the time of Babylonian captivity. God is at the 
center of the story but never mentioned by any of the characters. The cast of this story is 
diverse but strangely ironic. In the first three chapters, we meet a rebellious queen, a 
powerful (but incompetent) king, a group of comical servants and followers; a young slave girl 
and her protective relative, and a dastardly villain intent on genocide.

When we examine the first section (1:1-3:15) we see all the characters come to the 
forefront and stake their claim to the events of this book. Follow below as we break down 
the text into sections that highlight these individuals:

KING AHASUERUS OF PERSIA (1:1-1:8)
The text says this man is powerful, wealthy, only a few short years into his rule, and 
prone to throw elaborate parties (see 1:1-1:4). It also describes (briefly) a man who was 
very generous to all his people (see 1:5). Unfortunately, we also learn that this man was 
impulsive and morally bankrupt (see 1:8). As the party was unfolding, he wished to parade 
his wife before his guests. When she refused, He became angry and asked his officials for 
advice. 

QUEEN VASHTI OF PERSIA (1:9-1:12)
This queen was (at the very least) very beautiful and well-liked by the king. We do not 
know if he was married only to her or if she was merely his favorite. We know very little 
about her except for her decision to disobey the king. He asked for her to come out and 



parade herself around because she was beautiful. The narrator of the story does not tell 
us why she did not come out, probably because it does not matter. All that matters is 
that she disobeyed and set the course of events in motion. 

THE COURT OFFICIALS (1:13-1:22)
After the unfortunate experience with Queen Vashti, he sought out the advice of his court 
officials. These men predict that the wives of the nobles who have witnessed this act will 
follow the lead of Vashti. They reason that if the queen can disobey the king what would 
keep the wives of lower nobles from doing the same. The king is encouraged to invoke a 
law that will force the women of the kingdom to (literally) bow down to their husbands. 
This law is authoritative across the kingdom and beneficial to the same officials who made 
the recommendation, not just the king.

MORDECAI + ESTHER (2:1-2:23)
These two Jewish slaves were living in Susa under the rule of the Persians. Mordecai was 
caring for Esther because she was an orphan. Esther was beautiful. She was chosen 
(alongside many other beautiful young women) to potentially be the next queen. Following 
a process not too far from a modern-day beauty pageant, the king picked Esther to be 
queen in the place of Vashti. Following her appointment, Mordecai helped notify the king 
of a plot to kill him.

HAMAN (3:1-3:4)
The man became the second-most powerful man in the kingdom after the king placed him 
over all the officials. However, Mordecai did not respect him and would not bow down as 
others would so tension begins to rise between these two men that will boil over 
throughout the rest of the book.


