
The 

prophet 
Lesson No. 2 - Divine Judgment 

The opening chapters (2-25) accuse the people of Israel of sin and warns them about the judgment of 
God that is fast approaching. This early part (chapters 2-6) comes from Jeremiah’s early ministry prior 
to his famous Temple Sermon in chapter 7. Though it is repetitive, a distinguishable pattern arises: 

(a) The Sin of Israel is Overwhelming (see 2:1-37; 3:1-5; 5:1-13) 
(b) The Need to Repent is Undeniable (see 3:6-18; 4:1-4) 
(c) The Certainty of God’s Judgment (see 4:5-31: 5:14-31) 

Reprove, Rebuke, Chasten (Jeremiah 2:1-2:37; 3:1-5; 5:1-5:13) 

(a) This chapter is composed of two speeches given by Jeremiah to the people of Judah. The 
speeches tackle their sin and are presented like evidence in a trial (see 2:9). Judah is guilty of 
breaking the covenant and their sin is deep-rooted and unchecked (see 2:26-28).   

(b) Because their rejection of God is so awful, the consequences will be appropriately awful (see 
2:14-19).  

(c) 3:1-5 depicts Israel as an unfaithful wife who’ve broken their covenant with God. There certainly 
seems to be a reference to Deuteronomy 24:1-4 in this passage. Since Israel left God and “married” 
the idols, a return to Him is now an “abomination.” It’s not the forgiving husband who caused that 
defilement, it’s the unfaithful wife. For a larger analogy on this topic, see the prophet Hosea and his 
relationship an unfaithful wife (specifically Hosea 1:2; 3:1-5).  

(d) In 5:1-2, Jeremiah asks a redundant question to emphasize a devastating truth - Israel is spiritually 
bankrupt. The answer which unfolds in 5:3-13 is a sad statement about their faith in God and their 
trust in His messengers. Verses 1-2 should somewhat remind you of the scene at Sodom with God and 
Abram (see Genesis 18:16-33).  

A Full One-Eighty (Jeremiah 3:6-3:18; 4:1-4:4)  

(e) The Northern Kingdom of Israel was on the prophet’s mind in 3:6-13. At that point in time, they 
had already been taken into captivity and were slowly assimilated into the Assyrian kingdom.  



(f) 3:10 is the fundamental reason God’s judgment was forthcoming. Even though Judah had 
repented, it wasn’t genuine. Their heart still belonged to someone or something other than God. 
Verse 11 is perhaps the strongest indictment we’ll see in the entire book (see also 2 Peter 2:20-21). 
Israel never returned to God, but it wasn’t due to His judgment as much as their unrighteousness.  

(g) In 3:14-22, God pleads with them to return. He promises to bring them home and gather them at 
Zion and He will provide “shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding,” in 3:15. That is a veiled shot at the leadership of the day - they had led Judah astray - 
and an early illusion to the  spiritual covenant meant to replace the physical one they had broken (see 
Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 10:16).   

(h) The plea to return is accompanied by a set of conditions in 4:1-4. They include the removal of 
idolatry (see 4:1) and a rededication to the Lord (see 4:4). The verb “return” in 4:1 (Hebrew word 
shub) doesn’t imply turning from, instead turning towards.  

The Day of the Lord (Jeremiah 4:5-31: 5:14-31; 6:1-30) 

(i) There are nine poems spoken by Jeremiah to detail the inevitable judgment coming to Israel if they 
do not repent. They are found in the following passages - (1) 4:5-10; (2) 4:11-18; (3) 4:19-22; (4) 
4:23-31; (5) 5:14-31; (6) 6:1-8; (7) 6:9-15; (8) 6:16-21; (9) 6:22-30. While they spend plenty of time 
talking about the impending destruction and the power of Babylon, they also continually address the 
sin of Judah as they forsook God (see 4:14; 4:22; 4:30; 5:19; 6:6-7).  

(j) In 4:5-9, the threat of destruction is announced and detailed thoroughly. They are told to “take 
refuge because disaster from the north is coming,” (see also 4:13; 4:20-21; 5:16-17; 6:24-26) and the 
Lord’s retribution is coming with them. 

(k) 5:14-19 is a blunt response to the sin of Israel mentioned in 5:1-13. That section summarizes the 
problems of Israel - it is literally a list the reasons they are ruined. They do not execute judgment, seek 
the truth, and have forsaken God to worship idols. When the Lord says in 5:17, “they will eat your 
harvest, flocks, and vines,” He predicts the untenable situation that would arise during Babylon’s siege 
of Jerusalem.  

(l) In the midst of all this destructive prophecy, the Lord provides hope in 5:18-19. It might have been 
easy to overlook it after all the other prophecy aimed at their sin and destruction. Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Nehemiah, and others are living proof that God kept that promise. When He saved a remnant and 
(eventually) returned them to the land, His mercy was evident.  

(m) The final section in 6:22-30 is the most disheartening section. What’s most condemning towards 
the people however, is 6:27 when the Lord says, “I have set you as an assayer (a tester of metals) and a 
fortress among My people.” He is the source of this enemy, He brought them to their doorsteps. 


