
Be 
Mindful 

___________________________ 

The Second Epistle of Peter 



Introduction 
The Second Epistle of Peter was written to the Early Church as a warning against false teaching 
that was quickly approaching the Kingdom. This epistle is largely devoted to the description of 
those false teachers and then to a defense against their allegations and teaching. Peter’s first 
epistle was full of advice and admonition, this epistle is full of the same.  

Both of these epistles were written to the same audience, the Church at-large among Asia Minor. 
In the first epistle he makes that clear in the introduction, but in this epistle its not until 3:1 that 
we realize the specific audience. Much like the first epistle, the truth found in this text is 
universal and applicable to us today without any hesitation. 

The Second Epistle of Peter is the most contested of all books found in the New Testament. 
There are many reasons for that, one in particular is the dating and location of the epistle itself. 
We can not determine with any fact when or from where Peter wrote this epistle. The letter 
contains no evidence (other than being after the first) about time and none whatsoever about 
location. Do not let that bother you. Many of the Old Testament books are anonymous as well. 
We must trust God that we have the text we need. After all, God has given us “all things that 
pertain to life and godliness” (1:3).  

Outline 
(1) Growth (1:1-1:11) 
 (a) The Greeting (1:1-2) 
 (b) Growing as God Intended (1:3-11) 

(2) Teaching We Trust (1:12-21) 
 (a) Peter’s Approaching Death (1:12-15) 
 (b) The Prophets of Old (1:16-21) 

(3) Teaching We Reject (2:1-22) 
 (a) The Destructive Doctrine of False Teachers (2:1-3) 
 (b) The Doom of False Teachers (2:4-11) 
 (c) The Depravity of False Teachers (2:12-18) 
 (d) The Deceptions of False Teachers (2:19-22) 

(4) The Second Coming (3:1-18) 
 (a) God’s Promise (3:1-9) 
 (b) The Day of the Lord (3:10-13) 
 (c) Final Encouragements (3:14-18) 



The Text 
The Greeting (1:1-2) 

(1) Peter introduces himself as a ____________________________ (1:1) and apostle of Jesus 
Christ. The word bondservant (Gk. doulos) is literally “bond-slave, one who gives himself 
wholly to another’s will.” 

(2) The introduction says this letter is to “those with a like precious  _____________________ ” 
in 1:1. This faith is not a subjective faith given to individuals. It is objective, something that 
is for all, it’s the gospel. This faith is the culmination of the teachings of Christ, Moses, and 
the Prophets. Its the collection of God’s Wisdom and the culmination of God’s plan found in 
obedience to Jesus Christ. 

(3)  Peter’s statement in 1:3 about God’s _____________________________ is noteworthy. He 
says God has given us “all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of 
Him (Jesus Christ) who called us by glory and virtue.” This passage should let us 
understand a few things: 

 (a) God has given us everything we need, but not everything we want.  

 (b) It’s God’s power that brought about the wisdom we need. It wasn’t our understanding or  
  relationship with Him. It was His own free will to give that produced our blessing. 

 (c) The phrase “life and Godliness” is literally “our existence of piety, devotion, and   
  reverential feeling towards God.” 

 (d) These things come from gaining “knowledge (Gk. epignosis, ascertainment) of Him  
  (God).”  

(4)  The _________________________________ we receive from God (1:4) and His Word 
come from His “glory and virtue” according to 1:3. Those promises would include 
forgiveness, peace, and the promise of eternal life. It says in 1:4 we will be “partakers (Gk. 
koinonoi, sharers) of the divine nature.” This effectively states that when we are God’s 
Children and when we listen to His wisdom; then the divine character can be found in our 
life. Corruption is the effect of sin in this world. We were not always corrupt and by 
returning to God and following His commands we can bring back the purpose for which we 
were made - to be sons of God.  



Growing as God Intended (1:3-11) 

(5) This section contains a list that is inherently an ____________________________ . The 
word “giving or adding” is a unique Greek word (pareisphero) found only here in Scripture 
that literally means “to bring in beside.” The idea is simple, “you have faith, that’s not 
enough, be diligent to add these things as well.” The list is quite exhaustive when you break 
it down: 

 (a) Virtue which is “uprightness” or literally moral goodness 

 (b) Knowledge 

 (c) Self-control which is literally “on who holds himself in.” 

 (d) Patience which is more rightly regarded as endurance. The idea is not a resignation to  
  what will happen but devotion to God through what is happening.  

 (e) Godliness which is “piety, devotion, a reverential feeling.” The desire to be Godlike is   
  the motive from which all our actions should originate.  

 (f) Brotherly kindness (Gk, philadelphia) which is so clearly commanded in John 13:35.   

 (g) Love which is different from the affection we show our brothers. This is agape which is  
  most easily defined by generosity and concern for others.  

 Please note that the author’s intention is for these qualities to grow out of one another. They 
are connected. We should strive to make sure these are not individual attributes, but rather a 

 collective, quantifiable, description of our character as God’s children. 

(6) See that Peter describes one who _______________________ these qualities as “barren, 
unfruitful, shortsighted and forgetful of the past forgiveness of his sins” in 1:8-9. That 
description should be heeded as a warning.  

(7) Verse 10 encourages us to be _________________________ so that our calling (God’s 
invitation) and election (our acceptance) are sure (Gk, bebaios, firm, stable, established).  

(8) He finishes this section with a __________________________ (1:10). If you supply your 
faith with the following graces, you’ll be able to avoid the pitfalls that drag down so many.  



Teaching We Trust (1:12-21) 

(9) This section piggy-backs the previous one to ________________________ the readers of 
this letter of their faithfulness. Peter trusts them and calls them “established in the present 
truth” (1:12). This is a reminder, a warning, and a pat-on-the-back. 

(10) He refers to his physical body as a ______________________ in 1:13-14. That reference is 
also found elsewhere in Scripture (see 2 Corinthians 5:1,4). 

(11) He also mentions that his death is  _________________________ (1:13-14). Peter says that 
Jesus told him about his death. This may be an illusion to John 21:18-19.  

(12) In 1:15 he _______________________ them that they will have a constant reminder of 
what has been taught. How could that assurance be fulfilled? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(13) His reassurance to them about their initial __________________________ is telling when 
you consider the constant rebuke from the Apostles about false teachers (1:16). Often they 
are quick to distinguish their authentic teaching from the false teaching of others (see 2 
Corinthians 11:2-3; 1 Timothy 6:20; 1 John 4:1). 

(14) The source of their authenticity is ____________________________ of whom “we were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty” (1:16). That majesty was seen on the mount of Transfiguration 
which Peter clearly describes in verses 17-18. Why would this be a point of confirmation? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(15) Due to the authority of Jesus, Peter _________________________________ the message 
they teach as the “prophetic word” in 1:19. That connection to the ancient prophecies would 
be well-respected by Jewish Christians who can see the fulfillment of God’s plan through 
the life of Christ.  

(16) The phrase in 1:20 means that no prophecy came into __________________________ as 
the result of the prophet’s own personal understanding. Verse 21 gives the clearest 
understanding we have of how inspiration works - “holy men of God spoke as the Holy 
Spirit moved them.” The word moved (Gk. phero literally means to be under a moving 
influence) says all we need to know about the source of inspiration.  



Teaching We Reject (2:1-22) 

(17) Verses 1-3 highlight the ________________________________ teaching of false prophets 
who had influenced Israel and will try to influence the Church. 

(18) Peter warns that “_________________________ will follow their ways” in 2:2. That must 
have been unsettling to some of the original readers.  

(19) The ideas of verse 3 about judgment and ____________________________ are clear. The 
false teachers judgment is sure even if they don’t see it right away and their punishment will 
not fade away or “slumber” even though time may pass before it comes into affect. 

(20) The punishment awaiting these false teachers is compared to the ______________________ 
world and the punishment found for the following who rebelled against God: 

 (a) The angels who sinned (presumably in following Satan) in 2:4; 

 (b) The world of Noah which was utterly cleansed in 2:5; 

 (c) Sodom and Gomorrah which were destroyed by fire from heaven in 2:6. 

(21) Peter compares the _______________________ of those Christians to Lot in 2:7-9. That 
seems to be a unique comparison until you realize the depth of Lot’s convictions by the 
insight Peter give us about his conscience. 

(22) In the next few verses, Peter goes into ___________________________ as he describes the 
vileness of those false teachers. He calls them unclean, presumptuous, self-willed, and those 
who speak evil of dignitaries in 2:9-10.   

(23) He goes on to call them “natural brute ______________________” in 2:12. This speaks to 
their depravity. They “speak evil of things they don’t understand, count it pleasure to 
carouse in the daytime,” and “have eyes full of adultery that cannot cease from 
sin” (2:12-14). This description is not pretty. 

(24) He compares them to __________________________ in 2:15-16. This comparison is 
noteworthy because Balaam was corrupt and willing to fight against God for money or 
power. The illusion to his experience with the donkey from Numbers 22 is poetic here.  

(25) Verses 18-19 highlight the ___________________ of false teachers. 

(26) The final admonition is verses 20-21 is ________________________ when you consider 
the reality of it. These verses say the judgment of those who know God and turn from Him 
will be worse than for those who never knew Him. How can that be? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Second Coming (3:1-18) 

(27) Peter shifts gears in the final chapter and discusses the “________________________” (3:3) 
that will come near to the church and second guess the second coming.  

(28) He points them back to the __________________________ and the “commandments of the 
Apostles” (3:2) about the impending return of the Savior (see 1 Peter 4:7). 

(29) Peter calls attention to their lack of __________________________ and addresses the flood 
of Noah’s time in 3:4-6. Their lack of recollection about God’s ability is a common theme in 
the New Testament. When people forget who God is they often forget what God has done 
and will do. 

(30) In 3:7, Peter describes the impending return of Jesus as the “day of ___________________” 
which will bring about the “perdition of ungodly men.” (Perdition is Greek word apoleia 
which means destruction, eternal ruin, the state of being destroyed) 

(31) Verses 8-9 point these original readers back to the _____________________________ and 
grace of God towards His children. The expression in verse 8 is meant to convey upon us 
the idea that time has no meaning to God. The years we wait are but a blink to Him. The 
idea of the Lord being “slack” represents “being slow or delayed” and not lazy or 
lackadaisical.  

(32) Verse 9 should stand alongside John 3:16-17 as key _________________________ showing 
us how God really feels about His creation. 

(33) Verses 10-18 provide direction for Christians as we approach the Day of Judgment: 

 (a) It will come ________________________________ (3:10). 

 (b) It will come with a “great ____________________” (3:10). 

 (c) It will come with a “fervent ____________________” (3:10) which will “melt the  
  elements of both the earth and the work that are in it.” 

  
 (d) Just like Revelation 21, “we will look for new ______________________ and a new  
   earth in which righteousness dwells” (3:13).  

 (e) We are to “look _________________________ to these things,” (3:14) and be found “in  
   peace, without spot and blameless.” 

 (f) Do not forget that the “________________________________ of our Lord is  



   salvation,” (3:15). 

(34) These directions from Peter are __________________________ to the directions Paul, “our 
beloved brother has written to you,” (3:15). Peter makes mention that “some things he 
writes are hard to understand” (3:16), and are then “twisted to the destruction” of those who 
misuse them “as they do also to the rest of the Scriptures.” This warning is emblematic of a 
larger problem within the early Church (and not just these original readers) - false teaching 
and indoctrination.  

(35) In the end, Peter warns them one last time, “since you knew this _____________________, 
beware lest you also from from your own steadfastness by the error of the wicked” (3:17). 
That final condemnation is worth noting because it’s not just an instruction, it’s also a 
condemnation of those false teachers. 

(36) Notice in the end there is no ___________________________ salutation. This is merely 
more evidence that this letter was meant to be universal, not individual.  


