
lesson five  
chapters 7 + 8 

outline 

 I A Further Explanation of Melchizedek (7:1-10) 
 II The Need for a Better Priesthood (7:11-25) 
 III Qualities of a Better High Priest (7:26-28) 
 IV A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 

passages 

 I A Further Explanation of Melchizedek (7:1-10) 

  Notes 
  The priesthood of Jesus will be better than the priesthood of Aaron because  
  “the order of Melchizedek” is better than the “order of Levi.” 

  Thoughts 

  1 Melchizedek is mentioned 3 times in the Bible (Gen 14; Psalm   
  110:4; Heb 5-7). 

  2 Melchizedek’s name means king of RIGHTEOUSNESS and king of SALEM  
  (7:2). 

  3 Melchizedek had two roles: 

   a KING of Salem (7:1). 

   b PRIEST of the Most High God (7:1). 

  4 He is without Biblical GENEALOGY (7:3-4). It is clear that he is an authentic 
  historical figure. Like Jesus, his priesthood endures beyond that of just his  
  immediate family. 

  5 Melchizedek BLESSED the patriarch Abraham after the rescue of Lot in  
  Genesis 14. According to Gen 27:1-29 and 2 Sam 6:18-19 it is always the  
  greater that blesses the lesser. 



  6 AARON was a descendant of Abraham and when the spiritual   
  forefather of the Levitical tribe paid respect to Melchizedek; they paid   
  respect (7:9-10). 

 II The Need for a Better Priesthood (7:11-25) 

  Notes 
  The priesthood that follows the “order of Melchizedek” will replace the  
  priesthood of Aaron because of its quality. It can accomplish forgiveness in a  
  way the priesthood of Aaron never could. 

  Thoughts 

  1 There are 4 reasons provided that necessitate this change: 

   a The priesthood and the law were INCOMPLETE (7:11-14). 

   b The priesthood could not last FOREVER (7:15-19). 

   c God’s OATH to make a change (7:20-22). 

   d The Levites would DIE (7:23-25). 

 III Qualities of a Better High Priest (7:26-28) 

  Notes 
  The qualities of Jesus Christ represented in this short passage highlights why  
  He is the best choice to be our High Priest. 

  Thoughts 

  1 The first reason Jesus is fit to be our High Priest is His CHARACTER (7:26). 

   a He is HOLY. 

   b He is INNOCENT or guiltless. 

   c He is UNDEFILED. 

  2 The second reason Jesus is fit to be our High Priest are His PRIESTLY  
  qualifications (7:27). 



   a He did not have to OFFER a sacrifice for His own sins. 

   b He did not have to offer DAILY sacrifices, just one. 

  3 The third reason Jesus is fit to be our High Priest are His DIVINE 
  qualifications (7:28). 

   a He is God’s SON. 
    
   b He is PERFECT. 

   c He is ETERNAL. 

 IV A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 

  Notes 
  This chapter shows how much better the new covenant through Jesus will be  
  as compared to the old covenant and the Law of Moses. 

  Thoughts 

  1 There are three arguments presenting Jesus’ covenant and its superiority: 

   a The new covenant is LED by a better high priest (8:1-2). 

   b Jesus ministers in a better PLACE (8:2-5). 

   c Jesus’ covenant is founded upon better PROMISES (8:6-13). 

  2 The quotation from Jer 31:31-34 is the LONGEST continuous OT quote in  
  the NT.  

  3 The old covenant “vanished away” when Jesus died on the CROSS.


