
The 

prophet 
Lesson No. 4 - Assorted Prophecies & Events 

As we explore the moments from the Temple Sermon until Chapter 26, we see several noteworthy 
events and messages that must be explored. Please note that these messages and events are spread 
across several decades of prophetic ministry and are not intended to be read as one continually line 
of action.  

The Linen Sash (Jeremiah 13:1-11) 

(a) While there are actually five warnings given in this chapter, the visual message of the sash stands 
out due to its imagery. The linen material was a common thread of the priesthood and it seems to 
represent the “nation of priests,” (see Exodus 19:6) Israel was intended to be. There is some 
consternation around the mention of the Euphrates (a river found hundreds of miles from Judea), but 
a reasonable assumption makes sense - either (1) this is a reference to a town in Judea a few miles 
from Jeremiah’s hometown, or (2) Jeremiah spent some time in Babylon, even becoming friendly with 
Nebuchadnezzar prior to the complete destruction of Jerusalem (see 39:11). Either way, the principle 
message is unchanged, Israel, will be ruined by what’s coming, a burial that will shame them and 
damage their inherent beauty.  

The Lord’s Anger (15:1-10) 

(b) In an emphatic statement of contempt, the Lord mentions two great servants and says even their 
pleading on behalf of Israel wouldn’t change His mind. Both Moses (see Exodus 32:7-14) and Samuel 
(see 1 Samuel 12:19-25) had interceded on Israel in times past and the Lord relented from striking 
them with a divine judgment. Their mention here brings up a historical precedent for the children of 
Israel that should be eye-opening.  

(c) In 15:3, he mentions “four forms of destruction,” that will be cast upon them. That indictment of 
pain and suffering was surely meant to frighten them.  

(d) The rhetorical question of 15:5 is a devastating one when you consider the role God had played 
in the lives of their forefathers. He had been their shield, provider, and protector and now, because of 
their actions, even His pity is gone. That emphatic line at the end of 15:6, “I am tired of relenting!” 
should be a wake-up call to everyone who believes our actions have no effect upon God.  



Jeremiah’s Family (16:1-9) 

(e) In a moment that should remind you of the prophet Hosea and his message, the Lord commanded 
Jeremiah about his earthly family. This time, it was a prohibition, and Jeremiah was told to remain 
unwed. However unfair we may deem it to be, it was none-the-less an additional proof of the truth 
behind God’s judgment towards Israel.  

The Potter (18:1-12) and the Broken Pottery (19:1-15) 

(f) Two object lessons are presented in these chapters that aren’t all that different from the ways Jesus 
taught in the New Testament using parables or everyday items around the house.  

(g) The first one about a potter in chapter 18 seems to highlight the ability of God to rebuild what He 
feels the need to tear down (remember 1:9-10).  That message is incredibly appropriate when you 
consider what’s about to happen to Judah over the next 50-100 years - destruction, captivity, and 
restoration.  

(h) Their response in 18:12 is disheartening. As they say “this is hopeless,” and abandon God to 
pursue “our own plans,” their destruction is assured.  

(i) The actions of 19 pronounce the divine judgment upon their previous answer from chapter 12 
towards God’s call for repentance. Even though these chapters may be separated by several years, the 
messages are connected. As Jeremiah is told to take a “potter’s earthen flask to the Valley of Hinnom,” 
God has a message for the elders of the “people and the priests.” He tells Jeremiah in 19:10 to “break 
the flask in front of them” and tell them Israel is the pottery.  

Jeremiah Imprisoned (20:1-6) 

(j) We shouldn’t be surprised that the leader of the priests, upon hearing what happened, arrested 
Jeremiah and tried to make an example of him. The irony of this scene is found in the punishment 
Jeremiah announces for him and his family.  

The Parable of the Figs (24:1-10) 

(k) This object lesson compares the two distinct futures God has in plan for His people following the 
destruction of Jerusalem. The “good, ripe figs” will be taken into captivity and eventually allowed to 
return (24:5-7). The Lord will “acknowledge them, set His eyes on them, and plant them.” Obviously, 
this is an illusion to people like Daniel, Zerubbabel, and even Nehemiah. The “bad figs” who remain 
will be “delivered into trouble and become a reproach in all the places they are driven,” according to 
24:9. They will also face “sword, famine, and pestilence until they are consumed,” (24:10). That distinct 
judgment is meant to be as far from one another as possible - it’s the punishment for abandoning God 
and the reward for remembering God. 


