
lesson seven  
chapter 11 

outline 

 I Faith Defined (11:1-3) 
 II The Honor Roll (11:4-38) 
 III A Final Thought (11:39-40) 
  

passages 

 I Faith Defined (11:1-3) 

  Notes 
  Faith is the bridge between doctrine (chapters 1-10) and duty (chapters 12-13). 
  Faith is mentioned 31 times in the book of Hebrews, 24 of those times appear  
  here in chapter 11. The word “faith” in this chapter is used to convey the idea  
  of loyalty. It is with that in mind that the definition is given and the examples  
  are presented.  

  Thoughts 

  1 Faith is: 

   a Synonymous with HOPE (11:1). 

   b Based upon EVIDENCE (11:1). 

   c Something that provides God’s APPROVAL (11:2). 

  2 Faith shows us that God CREATED the world (11:3). The word “framed” is  
  the greek word katatizo which means “put in order.” 

    
 II The Honor Roll (11:4-38) 
   
  Notes 
  In chronological order, the author follows the history of Israel from creation  
  to the judges. This list is meant to tie together the faith of those great heroes  
  and the faith of the original audience because faith is tied to obedience.  



  Thoughts 

  1 Abel was praised because of his SACRIFICE (11:4). 

  2 Enoch is here because he PLEASED God (11:5). It is Enoch’s faith that  
  pleased God then and pleases God today. 

  3 Noah is mentioned because he: 

   a FEARED God (11:7). 

   b PREPARED / BUILT an ark for his family (11:7). 

   c BECAME an heir of righteousness (11:7). 

  4 Abraham is mentioned because he LISTENED when he was called by God  
  to go (11:8) and because he OFFERED Isaac when God tested him (11:17). 

  5 Sarah is mentioned because she TRUSTED God to be faithful when He  
  promised her a son (11:11). 

  6 Isaac is mentioned because he BLESSED Jacob and Esau, invoking God’s  
  future blessings upon his family (11:20). 

  7 Jacob is mentioned for BLESSING the sons of Joseph, once again invoking  
  God’s future blessings upon his family (11:21). These 2 examples must be  
  connected together to their father and grandfather when you think of the  
  great promise God made to Abraham in Genesis.  

  8 Joseph is mentioned because of his PREDICTIONS (11:22). Joseph knew  
  of the promises of God. By faith, he predicted the escape from Egypt and the 
  conquest of Canaan.  

  9 The faith of Moses’ PARENTS is mentioned in connection to his place on  
  the list (11:23). 

  10 Moses is mentioned because he CHOSE the people of God and pain over 
  the “pleasures of sin” in Egypt (11:24) and for standing against the Pharaoh  
  (11:27) and for leading the people across the Red Sea (11:29). 



  11 The people of Israel under the role of JOSHUA are mentioned due to their  
  faith at Jericho (11:30). 

  12 Rahab is mentioned because she FEARED and trusted the God of the  
  Israelites (11:31).  

  13 The final list of Israel’s JUDGES, KINGS, and prophets show how   
  faithfulness to God can: 

   a Conquer Kingdoms (11:33) 

   b Work Righteousness (11:33) 

   c Obtain Promises (11:33) 

   d Defies the odds against them (11:33-35) 

   e These people CONQUERED life and rose above the world that  
   persecuted them (11:36-38). 

 III A Final Thoughts (11:39-40) 

  Notes 
  The author uses this small bit of conclusion to bring the chapter to a close.  

  Thoughts 

  1 In all of these stories, people were saved by GRACE, faith, and obedience.  

  2 These ancient heroes were COMMENDED by God and mentioned by the  
  author because of their faithfulness (11:39). 

  3 However, they all died in ANTICIPATION of the true promise of God’s  
  Messiah, the final blessing promised to Abraham (11:39). 
   
  4 The audience lived in the REALITY of those promises that had finally been  
  fulfilled. 

  5 Their promise was good, ours is BETTER (11:40).


